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Abstract

This study aimed at analyzing the knowledge about the research works
on development of the Northeast Thailand and developing its boundary and structure.
The research was conducted based on knowledge organization and classification
principles. Content analysis was also used as a research tool. The study was
divided into 3 stages: 1) identification of the knowledge boundaries based on the
policy framework and research strategies of the Office of National Research Coun-
cil of Thailand, and an analysis of the contents found in 1058 research works re-
trieved from the databases of ThaiLis and NRCT; 2) development of the knowledge
structure by linking the knowledge contents appeared in the research works with
the NRCT policy framework and strategies for formulating classification of the
contents and their related ones ; 3) evaluation of knowledge structure and its
revision by the experts; and 4) modification and revision of the knowledge structure
according to the experts’ suggestions for more suitability and completeness. The
research findings revealed the boundary and structure of knowledge of the Northeast
development studies which comprised 2 domains divided into 7 classes, 41
conceptual frameworks and 90 sub-frameworks. These knowledge structures can
be applied in the development of ontology, subject headings or search terms of an

information system.
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