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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to analyze the contents of Khon Kaen
University theses on the elderly using the 2011 -2013 “Aging Society” research
framework set by the National Research Council of Thailand (NRCT) comprising
4 topics: (1) products and services for the elderly, (2) increasing opportunity and
social capability for the elderly, (3) family and local community roles in the elderly,
and (4) impacts of free trade agreement and ASEAN Economic Community (AEC)
on the elderly. The study sample includes 121 graduate theses published from
1989 to 2012 and made available on KKU E-Thesis of the KKU Academic
Resources Center. The research tools comprise the thesis content analysis forms
and its descriptions of scopes and topics. The collected data are then analyzed
using percentage.

The findings indicate that the contents of 73 theses (60.33%) are on
increasing opportunity and social capability for the elderly, and of 46 theses (38.02%)
are on the topics increasing opportunity and social capability and family and local
community roles in the elderly, while the contents of only 2 theses (1.66%) are on

products and services for the elderly and family and local community roles in the
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elderly. It is also reported that not even one thesis contains the content on impacts

of free trade agreement and AEC.
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