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Regulations for presenting academic or research-based articles for

publication in the PSU Journal of International Studies

Article specifications

1. Article subjects must fall under the
disciplines of humanities, social sciences or
linguistics, and must never have been published
before.

2. Arficles must be written in Thai or in English
only.

3. Articles must be provided with an abstract
in both Thai and English of no more than 300
words, with the abstract in English preceding
the abstract in Thai. Abstracts must include name
and surname of the author, objective, research
mefhod, research resulfs, summary and use of
research findings (if any).

4.  Translations from foreign languages or
compilations of other author's work must be
accompanied by a permission fo print from the
holder of the original copyright.

5. The fitle of the arficle, name and surname
(in Thai as well as in English), academic fitle,
institution and email-address of the author must
be specified.

6. The arficle must be written in Microsoft Word
using Cordia New 14 point lefter type.
7. One set of the source document, which
may not be longer than 15 A4 pages, must be
sent by email in *.doc format to nareerat@phuket.
psu.ac.th. no later than 15 February for the first
issue, and no later than 31 August for the
second issue of the year.
8. Publication of an arficle is considered using
the following criteria:

8.1 Initial review by the board of editors

8.2 Peer-review by qualified specialists in
the field; considered are subject matiter,
correctness and academic quality
9. The source document will not be returned
to the author.
10. The copyright of the arficle will remain with
the author according fo copyright law. Before
reprint, writfen permission must be granted by
the author.

Letter type and printing style Lower margin : 1.0 inch
Letter type : Cordia New, 1¢ point Left margin : 1.5 inch
Upper margin  : 1.5 inch Right margin  : 1.0 inch
Article components in Letter_ . Printing style LeHter size
order of arrangement characteristics
Title bold centered 18
Author's name bold, ifalic right 16
Abstract bold left 18

- English

- Thai
Chapter headings bold left 18
Secondary headings bold numbered 16
Text body normal - 16
Emphasis within article bold = 16
Information in tables normal - 14
Citations cursive = 14
References bold centered 18
Figure headings/subscripts normal centfered 14

Citation

When cifing use the following order :

author-date-citation. Bibliographies must be in APA style
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An International Curriculum: Education Administration for

Internationalization in Thailand

Chitralada Sangpunya '

Abstract

The objective of an international curriculum is to develop students fo be more

international - minded. The knowledge that students gain and activities they par-
ticipate in encourage them to have an infernatfional perspective. More im-
portantly, learners from various cultures learn to live together in peace with patience,
understanding, and acceptance of each other's similarities and differences.
The concept of “educational administration for internationalization® in Thailand began
during the period of the 7th National Economic and Social Development Plan between
1990 and 1994. The plan assigned the Office of Commission of Nafional Higher
Education, Prime Ministers Office to develop guidelines of internationalization in
teaching, research, academic services and culfural preservation. The sfafistics of the
number of students who have enrolled in infernatfional programs in Thailand indicate
that the trend of international education in Thailand is continuing to grow. In addition,
Thailand is ready and capable of being a regional center for international studies. The
intfernational programs which are the most popular include fields of study in the
hospitality industry, international trade and administration, and management. Positive
factors which influence the decision to study in an international program, for both Thai
and international students, are the quality of education, quality of teachers and
appropriate tuition fees. Negative factors which discourage students to study in
Thailand are the problems of conflict and political violence.

Associate Professor, Ph.D., Faculty of International Studies, Prince of Songkla University, Phuket Campus
Assistant to the President for Academic Affairs, Prince of Songkla University, Phuket Campus
chitralada@phuket.psu.ac.th
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From Literary Studies to Cultural Studies :
A Paradigm's Shift

1

Trisilpa Boonkhachorn

Abstract

This research paper explores the paradigm of culfural studies in the wesfern
academic world, especially in the United Kingdom and the United States from 1970 to
the present fime. It also discusses the impact of cultural studies to the study of literature
and its contribution to the research on literary studies. The paradigm of cultfural studies
opens up the relationship between literature and the world. Examples of dissertations of
the Ph.D. Program in Literature and Comparative Literature, Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn
University  in Thailand which applied this paradigm to the Thai literary context had
been analyzed in order fo show a paradigm'’s shiff in literary studies in the Thai social

context

Assistant Professor, Ph.D., Deparfment of Comparative Literature, Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn
University

The Director of Center of Literature Studies, Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University

Chair Person of the Curriculum Administrative Committee, Ph.D. in Literature and Comparative
Literature
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Reconsidering the Notion of "Public Citizenship" from the
Viewpoint of Emerging East Asian Community: Through
Our Writing Transnational East Asian History Project

Okuda Takaharu '

Abstract

This paper has focused on intellectual movement in which | engaged for four years
together with multinational students and citizens for writing fransnational East Asian
modem history project. In the era of globalization, interdependence through exchang-
ing materials such as trade and capital flow has become so remarkable in East Asian
region. The countries of the region such as Japan, South Korea and China have strong
tendency to form economic integration and mutual relafionships among them are
becoming very close. However, emerging economic integration does nof necessarily
bring the people in the region to foster their common or integrafed feelings as East
Asian citizens. In spite of growing inferdependence, spiritual or mental feelings of the
nations are so different that the gaps on recognitions offen cause conflicts and hostili-
ties among them. One of the hot spots is the differential perceptions on modermn history
by East Asian nations. This issue is very froublesome in the meaning that it offen
misleads people to be ultra-nationalists or exclusivists in East Asian nations. The existing
alienation between economic, material situation and spiritual, mental feelings of the
nations seems to be very big sociopolitical bother in contemporary emerging East
Asian Community. Our project in the field of international studies may be one of the
small contributions to overcome the difficulties and to have "our common history" as
East Asian citizenship.

Professor, Faculty of International Studies, Bunkyo University, Kanagawa, JAPAN, majoring in Aslan
Economy, Development Economics and International Studies
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Though this might be so small step and immature movement, our task for
describing transnational modern history of East Asia in which we had been engaged
for four years with the multinational students and civilians of Shonan Campus of Bunkyo
University was very meaningful and significant effort for making our consciousness for
identifying ourselves as citizens living in East Asian community in the era of globalization.

From May 2005 to March 2009, we had persisted in comparafive sfudies of
multinational textbooks on modern history such as those of Japan, China, South Korea
and Southeast Asian nations. Analyzing them not only from the viewpoint of each
nationality but also from common civilian's one belonging to East Asian community, we
had been seeking into efforts for overcoming the conflicted issues in the time of
contemporary deepening interdependence among the nations. The most imporfant
work for it was to review each nation's modern history which was surly described by the
viewpoint of nation-oriented concept and thus, to re-describe it more synthetically
from that of East Asian citizenship, getting over the “wall" of each nationdlity. We
defined this hard-task as "rehitorization’ or "rehistorizing” of East Asian community. Through
28 times meetings for four years, more than 600 people in sum up consisting of
Japanese, Chinese, Korean students of the university and elderly citizens from outside
had joined in, tried fo re-describe transnational modern history of East Asiq, and
fostered the consciousness identifying them as citizens belonging fo East Asian
community. This fremendous but significant task was, at the same time, to establish a
new notion of publicity for infra-peoples’ community through reorganizing national
histories of East Asia by means of applying intellectual imaginations of the civilians’ way
of thinking.

In the happenings of so-called “anti-Japanese” movements af Seoul, Beijing or
Shanghai and other East Asian cities in 2005, we had to be aware of the burdensome
problem on the contemporary East Asia. In spite of deepening its economic
interdependence through increasing trade volume, capital flow, fransnational shift of
workers as well as cross-cultural influence, there were sfill so many froublesome issues
among the nations, especially the problem of nations’ differences of perceptions on
modern history was so sensitive that could disturb us from fostering common values in
East Asian society under the principles of their coexistence and cooperation. For
example, memories on colonial rule and invasion caused by imperialist powers in past

were so different, especially between Japanese and Chinese or Koreans. Lack of
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concerns and misunderstandings among them that might be misled by nationalistic
education or occasionally by intentional operations of the authorities were doubtlessly
one of the main reasons causing severe conflicts between Japan that was imperialist
power and China and Korean peninsula once invaded or colonized by Japan's
imperialism. For example, for many Japanese unconcerned on the painful experiences
of other Asian nations in past, it was recognized for them as mysterious or unpleasant
matfter that Chinese and South Korean governments often accused Japan for the
pehavior of the conservative politicians visiting Yasukuni Shrine in Tokyo where the
offenders of the Asia-Pacific War prosecuted in the International Military Tribunal for the
Far East in 1945 were enshrined. Their accusations were perceptible as their arogant
inferventions to Japanese spiritual or religious freedom. In contrast, Chinese and Korean
people were so frustrated with the selfish attitude of Japan's government dodging its
responsibility of invasion and exploitations in the former half of the 20™ century.
Typically, Japan's government had been often forced the companies of history
textbooks to modify their confents by using more ambiguous phrases on invasion or
colonial rule at that time and didn't express any sincere apology for the war crimes
though it sometimes said fo admit "crimes' by weak dispatch. Thus, the big difference
of perceptions among East Asian nations on modern history was nothing but one of the
main causes of their conflicts and hostilities.

In any modern society framed by each sovereign nation, it might be axiomatic
that every nation had its own history. National history was written to create a 'story”
which enables the people under the sovereignty of nation to foster sympathetic
unificafion or feeling of assimilation to their country. In this process, the differences of
their 'stories’ in each nation state might be born and possibly lead its people to be
more self-centered or exclusive nationalists in absence of critical and plural viewpoints.
This was the main reason we needed to do comparative historical studies and to
establish commonsense of East Asian community. Fortunately, there were so many
Chinese and South Korean students concerned on this issue at the Shonan Campus of
Bunkyo University. Our campus was nothing but a small “East Asian community’ and we

could continue to our comparative studies for rehistorizing modern East Asia

II
In this paper, we could define the notion of East Asian ‘nation’ as one of peoples'

identities strongly integrated in and fostered by each nation state which had been
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organized in form of encountering against the Westemn Powers in the process of their
modernization, | mean, nation should be distinguished from simple peoples’ groups or
communities? For, Asian modernization is in a sense very troublesome "burden’ for the
people. Present international order had ifs origin in the formation by the Western
Powers that had generated the notion of nation or nation state and they had enforced
it with their violent pressures to non-Western worlds during the 18-20™ century. Even in
the era of present globalization, the restraint of nation state was still so powerful that
we could not easily escape from its influence. Education of nation-centered history
which would make the people fo have a kind of national idenfity in each couniry
prescribing their values and way of thinking, and it had tendency to get the nations fo
see historical matters from their nafion-own viewpoints. | this circumstance, we had 1o
admit the fact that the task for freeing from their native values was surprisingly difficult.

Wisdom needed for freeing from nation-orienfed consciousness was to make use
of our imagination to convert the established standpoint to that of the others, viz.
changing way of thinking from fhe people those who were victims or sacrificed in
accordance with the efforts of widening our views as possible for overcoming our
prejudices or stereotyped ideas. For example, we imagined if we had been suppressed
people of Korean peninsula in 1919 when the March 17 Banzai Independent Movement
happened, how we faced up fo the cruel oppressions by Japanese militaries, or if we
had been innocent Chinese living in Nanjing on December in 1937, how we could
endure that atrocities caused by Japanese militants etc. Effort for having commaon
understanding for the painful experiences or ‘memories of sadness’ of Asian people
was essential and vital approach for establishing objective perception of history through
relative and synthetic assessments.

The study meetings were proceeded in form of arguing among the participants on
the specified historical themes happened in East Asia for about 200 years in past.
Through our studying, we were gradually freeing from the framework of the belonged
each nation state and looking for the possibility of making new conceptualized public
citizenship in emerging East Asian community. This task was kepf accompanied with
the process of scrap-and-built which firstly meant destruction of established values
and next reorganization of the concept of public citizenship strongly attached by any
modern nation stafe. This new conception of "public’ was primitively interpreted into
“‘open space’ or ‘open forum’ which enables ones to discuss and exchange their

opinions freely. By means of developing this public space, we were making intellectual
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network among participants belonging fo several nationalities and several generations.
Thus, the developed public consciousness as citizens of East Asian community was surly
aiming at describing "our history' not each nation's one, that was, transnational East
Asian modern history in coping with emerging East Asian socioeconomic integration in
the beginning of the 21¥ century. In this context, we could learn and understand the
essence of the meaningful message paneled at Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum as
below:

‘Internationalization could not been achieved without mutual understanding the
history of each nation. It is important for us how we can put its peoples' painful

experiences befallen in past to use for the purpose of establishing better future.”

II1

In the first phase of the meetings held in the year 2005, we discussed about several
issues on peoples’ movements and wars happened from the end of the 19" century to
the beginning of the 20" century in East Asia. The first several meetings were focused
on the nationwide peoples' movements for independence and anti-imperialism in 1919.
Also, we investigated in the massacre of more than ¢,400 Korean people living in Japan
just after the big earthquake around Kanto areas including Tokyo Metropolitan City in
1923. These events showed us growing Japanese imperialist power created sociopolitical
sfructure in East Asia in hostilities and discrimination against other Asian nations. The
turning point for dividing East Asian nations including Japan into invade / invaded or
rule/ruled ones was the period of the end of the 19" century when Japan began its
‘westernization" and established imperial resume. On the other, Chinese and Korean
people made efforts o achieve their own ‘modernization” by resisting, fighting against
fyranny and Western Powers' pressures and orienting to succeed in their revolution. Our
description on the Sino-Japan, Russia-Japan wars and China's revolution in 1911 were
covered over this process of metamorphosis of East Asian nations.

Our arguments became more serious and fierce in the second phase in the year
2006. The themes picked up were colonial rule by the Great Japan Empire over Korean
peninsula from 1910 fo 1945 and Japan-China War that started at the incident of blast
of Japan's controlled railway in Manchuria or northeast region of China and ended by
surrender of Japan. Needless to say, these occupied the most important psychological

portions on the issue of differences of historical perceptions of East Asian nations. It was
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quite natural that our meefings were filed with? senfiment of antagonism and the
arguments were often confused, especially, hostile feelings caused between Korean,
Chinese students hearing of the cruelty of invasion or exploitation from their ancestors
and Japanese elder citizens those who were once educated "glory" of Imperial Japan's
hegemony from the authorities. We could clearly recognize the difficulties for
reconstructing our historical sense and perspectives in consideration of the peoples’
memories of pain and sadness ruled or invaded by the imperialist power. From this
year, the participant students began to join positively in history descriptions with their
own viewpoints and thinking. Through the involvement of younger generations, our
study developed and deepened more with the arguments of radical crificism.

The third phase of discussions in the year 2007 was focused on the issues of the
period of so-called Pacific War and Cold War in the middle of the 20™ century. The
former war was nothing but a result of exhausting Japan-China War in which Japanese
armies were stuck mud by the liberation struggles of Chinese peoples. Imperial Japan
had to grasp natural resources for confinuing the war by occupying Southeast Asian
region endowing oil, bauxite or rubber etc. Japan's expansion inevitably caused
increased hostilities and frictions with Great Britain, Dutch and the United States that
had ruled over that region. However, we tried fo describe the history on Pacific War in
1941-45 not only in ferms of the conflicts among imperialist powers but also of the
confrontation between the imperialist powers and peoples’ movements for
independence and liberation in Asia. And the lafter war was inferpreted info power
struggle between the two, i.e. the US and Soviet Union in spite of ideological
confrontation superficially. The hegemonic domination by ftwo superpowers in the
resume of "Pax Russo-Americana’ occupied the central part of infernational order at
the lafter half of the 20" century, and then, many peoples’ movements in the Third
World could not break through ecsily for achieving their liberation and independence
under that circumstance. We mentioned to their difficulties and complicated
processes, though they had huge influence to convert Cold War's international order to
collapse by describing manifold aspects on Vietnam War, for example.

The fourth year's study meetings in 2008 came to discuss on the issues of
contemporary world's situations. Frankly, our task became more tremendous and though
not only by the reason there were so many materials we could utilize but also by that
we had to reconsider our livelihood or standpoints in the world we were contemporarily

involved. It meant that our relationships or qualities of life within East Asian community
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should be also criticized through the efforfs for making convergence on historical
perceptions. So, we could redlize that the intellectual "'mountain” we climbed up for the
years was surprisingly rugged but, at the same fime, we could get so wonderful views

from it.

IV

We sometimes experienced unforgetfable moments of the arguments under whole
study meetings. For example, at the fime of discussion on Japan's annexation and
colonial rule over Korean Peninsula, one elder Japanese citizen said, "Japan's rule
provided there with railway networks and developed their industries as well as
prevented Koreans from Russian domination." To the contrary, a Korean young stfudent
argued against him, "Your opinion seems me fo be very chauvinistic and selfish.
Koreans' future should be depended on the people themselves living there not on any
outsiders. Even though Korea had been under the control of Russian Empire not of
Japan, it must not justify colonial control by Japan's imperialism." In the dominant
Confucian culture of Korea in which the younger should pay respect to the elder, her
protest was very courageous. Or at the fime of discussion on the afrocities in Nanjing
in 1937, some Japanese angrily persisted in the vague numbers of killing citizens from
Chinese release. But another Japanese citizen did not agree to them, saying that the
discussion on "exact numbers' was very nonsense in the context of the doubtless fact
that Japanese Imperial armies had invaded China and had caused mass destruction
or massacres, it was more important for us fo discuss on how we could achieve fo
share anti-war feelings fogether and did not cause that cruel war any more in the
contemporary East Asian community. Similar situation was seen at the meeting on the
theme of the terror of the September 11, 2001 and "anti-terrorism wars' to Afghanistan
and Iraq afterwards. While some civilians justified the US's military actions for the reason
that they had just revenged on the attack to New York City by the terrorists, the
student coming from Hiroshima did not agree with them, saying that any revenge had
no justice as well as no way of solution and they had only brought endless vicious cycle
of hostilities among human beings. He emphasized on the importance of social actions
for the efforts of reconciliation among the people, just as the Hibakusha or victims of
Afomic bomb in Hiroshima desired and did with great perseverance for establishing
nuclear-free world. These were so refreshing moments for the participants those who

wished to find out more constructive way of thinking for promising tomorrow. Our task
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of writing transnational East Asian modern history with many difficulties was nothing but
intellectual trial to foster its public citizenship on the principle of creating open space
for living close together and cooperation in emerging East Asian community.

The study meetings for four years were not regular of curriculum of the university,
so they were opened at night. It meant they had no confribution to the successes of
participants materially. Here, however, we could understand the significance of Manabi
in Jopanese or intellectual activities on genuine quest for truth, i.e. international study
as "purpose” for itself not as "means’ for any career. Passion for the study might belong
to a part of identity of human beings, because studying could led us to have better
understanding and better understanding was nothing but the first step for achieving
better life. At present, | think intellectual wandering for itself is better than any hard
study for his career up. It might be concluded that our activity in the field of interna-
tional studies must be a small challenge to the other civilians, especially fo the younger

generations those who tended not fo find out frue significances of Manabi in Japan.

A%

Finally, the project writing transnational east Asian history was a trial to stick out
ourselves of the frame of nation state in which confined our perceptions or recogni-
tions, and to create new concept of transnational citizens' public consciousness on the
basis of peaceful, cooperative East Asian community. Through this task, | could be
convinced that the prospect of East Asian civil society will be far from negative, as far
as one can continue to make efforts for "rehistorizing” the community he participated
in. Comments and opinions of the participants as bellow must be proof of it.

» Through the meetings, | could experience useful comparative studies in reading
the textbooks of modern history of Japan, South Korea and China. And hearing from
many participants' opinions, | could realize the importance of mutual understandings
and efforts for overcoming differences of each standpoint. This fask was nothing but
establishing better communications in East Asian civil society by our hands. (Chinese
student)

¢ In the meetings, | was not confident and hesitated to express my opinions. For,
| had little knowledge about modern history of East Asia. The opinions of the
participants were sometimes so fresh and surprised me. | could be aware of cruelties of
invasion or colonial rule by Japan's imperialism. As Japanese, | must not forget the past
and try to study from now on for having better understandings among East Asian

nations. (Japanese student)
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s As a Korean, | was so sensitive how to evaluate historical issues such as Japan's
annexation fo Korean Empire in 1910 or Korean War in 1950-53. | could admit most
Koreans had strong consciousness as victims and had antipathy against Japanese. |,
however, had changed my mind through the meetings because most Japanese
students and civilians were so sincere and tried to find out historical truths for the
purpose of establishing cooperation and friendship among East Asian nations. They
were my happy opportunities for making close relationship with many Japanese friends.
(Korean student)

e | think the significance of writing fransnational East Asian history project must be
great. The role of education is quite a lot, so this cooperative task was very useful
especially for the younger generation of East Asian. Many meaningful opinions in the
meetings from the young multinational students impressed me. Thanks for their joining

and hope to establish better East Asian community together! (Japanese elderly citizen)

*Note:

This paper is originally written as introduction of English edition titled, On the road
to East Asian Community which is to be published in 2012 as tfranslation of Japanese
edition titled Higashi Asia Kyodotai Eno Michi edited by Okuda and Editorials of the
Study Group, Bunkyo University Press, 2010. Through the project of describing transnational
East Asian modemn history, we can emphasize on the redlities of contradictories and
difficulties in the contemporary East Asia, as well as considering what lessons and
wisdom we need for making better citizenship in it. As one editorial staff, | sincerely
appreciate more than 600 participants of the project and many people those who

have concerned.



(47)

Reference

Okuda & Editorials of the Study Group (2010). Higashi Asia Kyodotai Eno Michi, Bunkyo

University Press (Japanese edition).



(48)



(49)

Conflicts Arising out of Efforts at International Cooperation

in Education : A Case Study on the Confucius Institute

Jing Yang '

Abstract

The Confucius Institutes, spread throughout the world, not only set off a new round
of 'Chinese fever', but also created a new model of international cooperation in
education. More and more people know about the institute; at the same time, due fo
political factors, economic interests, cultural differences, communication, conflicts seem
inevitable. In this paper, we will study cases of academic conflict which occur during
the running of the Confucius Institute. We shall analyse why these conflicts arise, and

examine options for resolving them.

Vice dean of the College of International Exchange at Shanghai University, and was
Chinese director of the Confucius Instifute at Prince of Songkla University, Phuket Campus, Thailand
from 2006 to 2008.
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Since the world's first Confucius Institute was inaugurated in Seoul, South Korea in
November 2004, we have witnessed the proliferation of "Chinese fever® worldwide. By
November 2009, there were 282 Confucius Institutes and 274 Confucius Classrooms
established in 88 countries and regions. 282 Confucius Institutes currently operate in 84
countries, of which 70 are in 27 Asian countries; 21 in 15 African countries; 94 in 29
European countries; 87 in 11 American countries, and 10 in two Oceanic Countries. 274
Confucius Classrooms are located in 28 countries, of which 27 are in 10 Asian counfries;
4 classrooms are in 4 African countries; 34 are in 7 European countries; 205 are in é
American countries, and 2 are in 1 Oceanic country. In the states of Myanmar, Mali,
the Bahamas and Tunisia there are Confucius classrooms, but as yet no instfitutes.
(Hanban, 2010a)

In just five years, Chinese language and culture have reached every corner of the
world thanks to the work of the Confucius Institute. The Goethe Insfifute and the
Instituto Cervantes, which have the same mission of promoting the national language
and culture of Germany and Spain respectively, are far behind in this regard. Indeed,
the rapid development and the wide geographical distribution of the Confucius
Institute have allowed it to catch up with the historical British Council and the French
Union. One of the reasons the Confucius Instifute has spread so fast all over the world
is its unique modus operandi: This non-profit organisation promotes Chinese language
and Chinese culture by awarding high achievers at the institute's headquarters in
Beijing, and by Chinese and foreign universities acting as co-hosts for international
cooperation in education. The approach is different from traditional education
exchanges between overseas students, different from education abroad, and different
from the 'Sino-International cooperative education projects’ whose purpose is o
import high-quality educational resources from outside China. "Going out" and "foreign
cooperation' are the two main features of the approach: "Going out® means the
establishment of Confucius Institutes in foreign universities and promoting Chinese
language and Chinese culfure locally. “Chi-nese—lnfemc:tiona! cooperation means the
sharing of investment funds, locations, staff, and teaching resources, etc.

All communication and efforts at cooperation are accompanied by
contradictions and conflicts. The Confucius Instifute, enacting a new pattern of
international cooperation in education, did not enjoy a long period of preparation,
adjustment, and pilot studies before being launched throughout the world. All kinds of
academic and cultural activities were rapidly put together and, forfunatfely, brought

gratifying results; at the same time, it also lead to some suspicion and crificism. Some
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prought "China threat" theory up again; some espoused Chinese "cultural aggression’,
and some fabricated a "Confucius conspiracy”. As a newly emerging force, the Confucius
Institute’s definition and its implications have not been widely understood and ac-
cepted. Even in those foreign universities acting as hosts of the institute, there are
feachers and students who think that the institute promotes Confucianism. On the
other hand, the booming trend of the Confucius Institute, with the rise of China's
comprehensive national strength, is bound to alert the wary and awaken the vigilant
abroad. The more complex issue regards differences in ideology or political persuasion

expressed by all societies, economies and cultures.

Case |

There was a Chinese language contest at Confucius Institute A, and a
representative of one of the high schools involved did not rank highly. After the
contest, the student's parents, with the teacher as a joint author, published an article
in the local newspaper under pseudonyms, wantonly criticising and attacking the
Confucius Institute. The article obviously impacted negatively on the Confucius Institute.

This particular contest attracted many schools in the surrounding area; many
teachers and directors of the Confucius Institute were invited to act as judges. This
ought fo have been a wonderful chance to expand the institute's influence, but
because of the differences of opinion, things went the other way. After an inquiry, it
was made clear that the parents of the student in question had repeatedly made
unfriendly remarks in the local media pertaining to mainland Ching; losing the contest,
therefore, gave this group an opportunity to voice their opinions. According to the
‘hidden rules” of this kind of contest, each school can "share’ the ranking; but at this
contest, Confucius Institute A did not "care" about the school's "honor’, and this further
contributed to the joint attack. It is said that it is better to have a known enemy than
a false friend. Political provocation, political hostility, and suspicion seemingly cannot
pe avoided. However, on the basis of persisting on principle, we can still improve
methods and approaches through unremitting efforts to establish a respectable image
and reputation for the Confucius Institute, in order for it fo gain understanding and
acceptance.

In contrast to the case above, it is more common for conflicts to arise out of the
different benefits offered: by the Confucius Institute and by local Chinese teaching
institutes. The Confucius Institute cerfainly cooperates with both Chinese and foreign

universities by taking some of the Chinese major courses and Chinese elective courses.



(53)

But the main objective of the Confucius Institute is teaching the public. As a non-profit
educational institute, it also receives support from ifs headquarters and from Chinese
and local universities. The Confucius Institute has professional teachers, a rich archive of
teaching resources, a strong feam of volunteers, and is designed to stand out among
the institutes in foreign countries, in which the good and bad are often intermingled.
Initially, the establishment of almost every new Confucius Institute is problematic for
local Chinese teaching institutes (like opening a Wal-Mart next to a small independent
shop). The potential result of this uniqgue academic market is an increase in the level of

disharmony, which can be an obstacle to the furtherance of the Confucius Institute.

Case Il

The local host university of Confucius Institute B has long had a Deparfment of
Chinese and a number of local tfeachers, but few students. They have also opened
public language training courses, as the university's "tertiary industry" and as a sideline
for the teachers. Following its establishment, Confucius Institute B opened these public
language training courses under a relatively high standard of teaching, making use of
diverse test books and courses, and offering a much lower fuition fee compared with
the market price. In further self-promotion, it even opened a number of free courses.
Students not only participate in a wide variety of cultural activities, but also have the
opporfunity fo get a Confucius Institute scholarship to aftend a summer or winfer
camp. The Confucius Instifute also organised various Chinese tests (such as HSK, BCT,
YCT, etc.). Under so many favorable conditions, students preferred the Confucius
Institute rather than the Chinese Department; this change caused significant income
loss for the Chinese Department and led to significant dissatisfaction with the Institute
amongst the local teachers.

Case Il

The foreign co-host of Confucius Institute C, has a Department of Chinese and a
number of local teachers, too, but has not opened public language fraining courses.
The leader of the local university thought highly of the great resources and high
teaching standard of the Confucius Institute and so handed over control of all Chinese
courses and some of the academic management to it. Thanks to the efforts of the
professional Chinese teachers, the curriculum is becoming increasingly strong, feaching
has obviously improved, and cooperation is positively harmonious. However, the teachers

and volunteers have Doctor's degrees or Master's degrees, and Chinese is their mother
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fongue, whereas most of the local teachers in the university are bachelor's graduates
of the university. The HSK level of some of them is not even as good as some ethnic
Chinese students. In such an environment, the differences are so evident that the local
teachers became teachers' assistants instead of lecturers, and their role within
academic management became less pronounced. It is natural that the teachers felt
their status - and their future with the school - was threatened.

This kind of conflict, involving individual and group profit is often fatal, and is
sometimes overlooked. Similarly, many Chinese people living overseas face criticism for
the ways they make a living or otherwise do business, but they cannot understand
where the fault is: They work hard, they get up early, gain through their own hard work,
and provide high-quality services, so why are there still complaints? The Confucius
Institute offers great teaching at a low-cost, and a large number of volunteers work in
tough conditions.

In fact, the conflict here did not arise due to any interaction between the parties,
but because one party was negatively impacted by the actions of the other party.
Especially when this conflict is perceived by the local university, the relationship
between the two becomes very delicate. Artificial friction and other barriers to
cooperation are the result. In light of the conflicts seen in these two cases, the Confucius
Institute needs fo remember that its own position is to promote Chinese language and
culture, and fo make more people aware of China. The idea is to go out and form
dlliances, rather than to simply seize the market. Before developing a specific aca-
demic approach for a certain Confucius Institute, therefore, we should do more in-
depth surveys about the Chinese training market, more detailed analyses of the target
population by separating the target customers from the host university; or the institute
could find a way fo endorse joint training, increasing chances of collaboration and
mutfual benefit, or even surrender part of the profits. For example, in Case 3, the
Confucius Institute offered generous scholarships to help Chinese teachers in the local
university further their studies in Ching, and set up a regular teachers' fraining program
for local Chinese teachers focused on local teacher training. The idea is to teach the
man to fish for himself instead of capitalising on his ignorance.

The Confucius Institute, is laying down a new pattemn of international cooperation
in education, is going fo face more cross-cultural conflict. In his 1981 publication,
Primitive Culture, the social anthropologist, Edward B. Taylor, defined culture as 'that
complex whole which includes knowledge, belief, art, morals, law, custom, and any

ofher capabilities and habits acquired by man as a member of society.'(Taylor, 1998)
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Regardless of teaching philosophy, education systems, campus culture, human
behavioral norms, ways of thinking, values, language and so on, internafional
cooperation in education is permeated throughout with cultural factors, and is an
integral part of cultural evolution. The teachers and students from different
backgrounds are the focus of intemnational cooperation. Specific to the Confucius
Institute, there is cross-cultural communication all the time, not only among the
Chinese and foreign directors, teachers and other staff, but also between Chinese
teachers and local students. Varied and diffuse cultural elements will always confronf
each other. Here we refer to both conflicting cultural elements in local seftings, and
the conflicting cultural backgrounds of the people working within the Confucius
Institute.

Case IV
The Chinese staff of the Confucius Institute interfered with - and overly criticised -
the personal lives of foreign staff from a Chinese ethical standpoint; this caused great

conflict and, as a result, further cooperation is threatened.

Case V

Most of the volunteers who are sent to Confucius Institutes through the Volunteer
Chinese Teachers Program (Hanban 2010b) are recent graduates. Because their social
and cultural environment has been completely changed through having been
relocated, they often feel fatigue and misunderstanding and may have trouble
acclimatizing. It has even led to the disruption of ingrained social and cultural values,
causing an inability to deal with the new environment and erratfic behavior. Owing to
this culture shock, some young teachers have been sent back home. A young
volunteer in Confucius Institute E suddenly felt like escaping the bondage of family and
school; the volunteer did whatever she wanted without thinking abouf fhe
consequences of her actions, but often felt alone, paralysed and helpless. She soon
developed a mental illness and had no choice but to return to China.

The two cases above show the cultural dimensions of this conflict. With the
vigorous development of the Confucius Institute, a large number of experts, scholars,
teachers and volunteers are sent abroad; all of them face the challenges that come
with living in a new social and cultural environment. In this metamorphosis, not promptly
assimilating local behavior and customs, and failure to adapt fo and integrate with the

local socio-cultural environment, will result in problems at work, and possibly the change
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could affect their psychological health. Besides the selection system, the Confucius
Institute headquarters currently organises specialised training courses for directors, feachers
and volunteers. One part of the course is training in cross-cultural skills, but weaknesses
remain: There are serious time constraints, and the course is perceived as cursory and

too theoretical.

Case VI

In order to develop the local teachers' skills, the Confucius Institute offered 100
scholarships fo the Ministry of Education of Country A, selected from those senior
students magjoring in Chinese. The scholarships were granted in order to further the
students' studies in China; after graduation, they came back to their home country and
became Chinese teachers. In spite of such a timely response to the shortage of
Chinese teachers, few colleges and universities responded at the scholarship
conference for the Ministry of Education. The local dean of the Confucius Institute
éxptoined why: Teaching is a civil service position in Country A, with the opportunity of
becoming a college feacher after graduation. Because they are to become civil
servants directly affer graduation, more students are selected for the scholarship and
so more civil servants are "kidnapped' a few years later. Any university in country A
sending students fo study in China must have a complimentary government position
waiting for the returning teacher, which means space is very limited. The Confucius
Insfitute offered the scholarships with good intentions, but the official systems of control

are compromised.

Case VIl

Most the Confucius Institute's teachers and volunteers are from Chinese universities
and hold mgajors in Chinese or Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language. Some
fraditional academic philosophies - the approaches to teaching foreign students in
China - sometimes seem unsuitable. Two teachers in Confucius Institute G espouse two
extremely different teaching methods: One lectures all the time, does not consider how
much information is getting across to the students, and just wants to complete the
teaching plan. The result is that he might be satisfied, but the students complain
incessantly. The other teacher applies the “student-centered" philosophy of "Happy
Teaching" without analysis. He simply panders to the likes and dislikes of the students:

teaching management is at a minimum.
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The conflict between these teaching methodologies is more pronounced than the
above-mentioned cultural conflicts because cultural adaptation and compromise alone
are no solution. International cooperation in education means finding common ground
while retaining variety and cultural independence: The goal is fo achieve Harmony and
Diversity simultaneously. The only way to redlise this is to do in-depth comparatfive
analyses of many educational philosophies, teaching methods and cultural systems.
Through the continuous efforts of both parties, a cross-cultural team can be built which
will act positively and lead us to true cultural collaboration.

In summary, the Confucius Institute, enacting a new pattemn of internatfional coop-
eratfion in education, has to face to all kinds of conflicts and difficulties caused by
political, economic, and cultural factors. And the key fo the riddie lies within: What
hand forces the promotion of Chinese language? How can the Confucius Institute act
most effectively in nurturing the local educators? As cultural missionary, how can the
Confucius Institute most successfully bring its work to far flung states? All of these

questions need to be both posed and puzzled over by everyone involved in this work.
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Thailond - Guangdong Trade : Problems and Solutions

Jirameth Rungruang '

Abstract

Guangdong s located at the Southern China Region. If is close to Southeast Asia
Countries, not only the location, but also the culture. Thailond and Guangdong have
been created the close relationship since the ancient time. This has played a very
important role in the frade relafion between two areas. Thailand's infernational trade
data shows that a total amount of Canton-Thai frade takes 1/3 of Sino-Thai frade
value. As the matter of this fact, Thai Government fakes Guangdong as the significant
business partner in People Republic of China. Even if Canton-Thai trade value has
annually been increasing, Thailand takes just the 3° place of Guangdong's major
business partners among ASEAN countries which headed by Singapores and Malaysia.
It's visible that we still have a potential to level up the business relations with Guangdong
since Thailand has got the geographical distinction. This study is aimed to provide
Canton-Thai trade data, problems and obstacles, including the solutions fo develop

the business relationship between Thailand and Guangdong steadily and sustainably

Lecturer, Faculty of International Studies, Prince of Songkla University, Phuket Campus
jirameth@phuket.psu.ac.th
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Unit: US 100 million dollars

Guangdong Exported to Thailand Thailand Exported to Guangdong
HS Code Commodities Value | HS Code Commodities Value
1 8473 Parts and accessories 54,406 8471 Automatic data 263,914
processing
machines
2 8523 Discs, tapes, solid-state 23,667 8542 Electronic 147,138
nonvolatile storage device integrated circuit
3 8517 Telephone set 22,255 2710 Petroleum oils 66,853
4 9013 Liquid crystal devices 10,105 8473 Parts and 38,615
accessories
5 8504 Electrical transformers 8.910 8541 Diodes 29,928
6 7210 Flat-rolled products of iron | 8,153 3903 Polymers of 28,214
or non-alloy steel styrene "
7 8534 Printed circuits 7.481 8517 Telephone sets 22,545
8 8518 Microphones and stands 7,429 3907 Polyacetals 20,840
9 8529 Parts suitable for use 7.130 2709 Crude 20,089
solely
10 8521 Video recording 6,758 4407 Wood sawn 18,172
11 8414 Air or vacuum pumps 6,711 0810 Other fruit 18,066
12 8501 Electric motors and 6,516 3902 Polymers of 16,634
generators propylene or of
other olefines
13 6103 Men's or boys' suits 6,071 1006 Rice 16,169
14 6104 Women's or girls' suits 6,052 4001 Natural rubber 13,294
15 8516 Electric instantaneous 6,004 8504 Electrical 13,192
transformers

ﬁm Office of Commercial Affairs, Royal Thai Embassy, Beijing
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Unit: US 100 million Dollars

160
140
100
= 80
3 60
£ 40
20
0 ]
Guangdong | Jiangsu | Shanghai Shandong Zhejiang
= 2005 8088 | 3855 | 3288 | 1378 13.07
N 2006 93.28 57.06 41.46 15.45 19.91
— 2007 113.89 67.22 53.17 22.25 26.81
— 2008 135.95 76.81 63.77 32.15 2746 |
—e—Growth Rate (%)  68.08 99.25 93.94 1333 11009 |

fan: Office of Commercial Affairs, Royal Thai Embassy, Beijing
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The Effect of Social Variables on Language Shifts

1

Wancharat Dechwilai

Abstract

This article analyzes the relationship between linguistic variables and social variables
in order to determine which social factors affect language change. It also considers
and responds to issues raised in previous studies on whether language shiffs are a result
of social variables. Social variables are important factors involved in language shifts.
There are variafions according to a speaker's age, gender, sfratification, and ethnicity.
Social contexts such as the relationship between speakers and listeners, circumstances,
topics, purpose, communicative ways, and culture, also play an important role in
language change. It can be seen that language can be shiffed from one to another.
Thus, the phenomenon of language shiffs can be explained by considering social
contexts which reflect the changes in society. Within this context, the language users
themselves must understand the nature of language and recognize their language
roles In order to prevent a loss or even extinction of their own language. Therefore,
understanding the nature of language can be an effective way fo preserve one's

native language.
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The Desire Of Elderly Women In Globalized Age:

Khun Yai Sai Diew and www.grandma.com

Ranwarat Poonsri '

Abstract

This article aims to study elderly women characters in order to analyse their desire,
social status, myths, social standard and expectation in Khun-Yai-Sai-Diew and
www.grandma.com. Developmental Psychology is used for explaining elderly women's
characteristics and defining their mental and emotional problems under the term of
globalized age. This study reveals that elderly women's desire is more complicated and
they also have conflict between their own desire and social expectation. From both
novels, elderly women characters can be classified info 3 fypes: first, those who wanted
to escape social norms(but they failed), second, those who could escape but finally
came back into social norms and the last, those who broke social norms definitely and
were punished by the society.

In conclusion, this study reveals that Thai society has still accepted the stereotyped
elderly women. The stereotype of ideal elderly women is strong while the capitalism
which is the part of globalization forces them to be modern and active. Elderly women
have to depend on materialism and modemnization because the stereotyped elderly
women are considered not to be suitable for modern society. However, the rebellious
, modern and active elderly women characters couldn't be accepted and were
rejected from the society. This study reflects that Thai society accepts only the
stereotyped elderly women, no matter how the society has been changed.

Graduate Student, Department of Comparative Literature, Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University
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Bharata Natayalila

Saruda Srinili '

Abstract

"‘Bharata Nataydlila®, an academic arficle related to beliefs in the Hindu faith,
shows the relationship between religion and Bharata ways of life from the past to the
present. Religion has a critical influence on Bharata life from birth o death. The Lord
Shiva, the principal Hindu god, is supposed to be the originator of dance. Dance
performances from the early Bharata period worship the god and are performed by
women only. These performers are known as ‘Devadasis’. The Lord Shiva revealed 108
dance postures to humans and Bharatamuni recorded these postures in the Bharata
Natayasastra scriptures. These scriptures make up the template for all Bharata perfor-
mances and remain a key influence on the performing arts across south-east Asia,
including Thailand. Teaching Thai performing arts takes the Bharata Natayasastra pat-
tern into account, but is adjusted step by step in order to conform to Thai culture.

Bharata Natayalila requires several important elements from a show; in particular, in
expressing the emotions of performers known as "Nava Rasa"’ that can express the nine
feelings associated with Bharata. These emotional components are composed of Bhava,
Raga, Tala and Mudra. Bhava refers to emotion. Raga refers o music or musical
composition; Tala refers to the rhythms. Mudra refers to non-verbal language focusing
on the use of hand gestures. Basic Mudra has 24 gestures, but more than 500 exist. The
original Bharata Nataya gestures come in four types: Bharat Natyam, Khathakali, Kathak
and Manipur. Bharat Natyam, the oldest, was a model for performances in later
periods. The objective of all performances is to praise the respective Hindu gods.

Lecturer, Faculty of International Studies, Prince of Songkla University, Phuket Campus
saruda@phuket.psu.ac.th
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Political News Consumption Behavior of Inhabitants in
Phuket Province

1
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Abstract

The objective of this article is to report the result of the survey on political news
consumption behavior of inhabitants in Phuket province, which was conducted during
10-20 September, 2010. The correspondents included Thai people and foreigners who
have lived in Phuket for at least 2 years. The findings reveal that most of Phuket
audiences who were concermed about the polifics usually watch news on felevision
and read newspapers fo update themselves with political situations. Their favorite news
programs are general news reports on Channel 3, 5, 7, MCOT, NBT and TPBS; and fthe
news talk show ‘Rueng Lao by Sorayut. As for newspapers, Thairat newspapers were
most often read by Phuket audiences. These media gained their popularity because
their audiences believed that the news presented by them was live, reliable and up-
to-date. Most of Phuket audiences rated the reliability of the news by Thai media,
whether they were of the Government or private sectors, 80-90%. Also, they were in an
agreement that both Thai media and foreign media were of equal reliability.
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Introduction

The politics of Thailand has continually been in crisis since 1995 when Thaksin
Shinawatra was still the Prime Minister. The crisis, which started with allegations of
corruption against the premier and his family's business, has now developed info a
division between the people of two different political points of view: one with an aim
to oppose the so-called Thaksin regime and the other fo support it. The people with
an anti-Thaksin point of view gathered together and formed the People’s Alliance for
Democracy (PAD) with yellow shirts as their signature, whereas those with the
pro-Thaksin point of view formed the United Front for Democracy against Dictatorship
(UDD) with red shirts as their signature. The conflict of political viewpoints between
these two alliances has caused several attacks between their members. The attacks
have been in various forms -- verbal, physical and psychological. For example, there
was news about the Red Shirts and the Yellow Shirts trading insults af each other
nationwide. In some certain provinces where either alliance dominated, assaults against
the opposition were reported. There have even been some cases in which people of
neutral political ideas were victimized - even put fo death —- just because they wore
shirts of either color in the wrong places. At one point, the crisis had even worsened
to where the Prime Minister, himself, was threatened with his own life if he was fo visift
some certain areas. In addition to the two main dlliances, three more groups of
people labeled themselves as the White Shirts, the Blue Shirts, and the Pink Shirfs have
subsequently taken their roles in an attempt to relieve the conflicts among Thai citizens.
However, so far, the reconciliation between the two alliances seemingly remains
impossible.

The actual causes of this political crisis have always been questioned. The purpose
of those who started the conflict and their antficipated consequences has been
discussed among the people who are concermed with national stability. No mafter
what the hidden agenda of the crisis may be, the mass media has obviously been
used as an important instrument to, not only generate, but intensify the crisis as well.
This claim is well supported by the fact that most of the PAD members are those who
regularly watch ASTV or visit the website Manager Online while most of the ubb
members are DTV or D Stafion fans.

In Phuket, the political disagreement and the division between the members of
the two alliances does exist just the same as everywhere else in Thailand. However, the
situation here is not as serious as in other provinces. Apart from occasional arguments,
people in Phuket seem to live well together as if there is no conflict between them. An
assumption of this phenomenon is that Phuket people are either not very concerned
about politics or not influenced by mass media or both. This poll was, therefore,
conducted fo survey mass media consumption behavior, with a focus on polifical news
consumption, in an attempt to understand the phenomenon in Phuket.

Mass Media
Since the poll was aimed to find out mass media consumption behavior of polifical
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news of the inhabitants in Phuket provincé, the word mass media needs to be more
clearly defined. In this article, the word mass media is used to refer to the media that
disseminates any kind of information from a person or an organization to a large group
of audience. According to this definition, various forms of media are included in this
category such as lefters, books, newspapers, magazines, brochures, handbills,
billboards, felevision, radio and sound recordings, the internet or World Wide Web,
mobile phones etc.

It cannot be denied that in our society nowadays mass media is so pervasive that
it is unlikely for us to avoid it. People take at least one or two forms of mass media as
their source(s) of knowledge, information, entertainment, inspiration, and so on. In our
daily life, we are informed, entertained, inspired, annoyed, challenged, insulted,
educated or, eventually indoctrinated, with some kind of ideology through mass media.
Consciously and unconsciously, mass media frames our minds and the way we
perceive the world.,

In ferms of politics, mass media has basically been used in the past by people of
ruling classes or the administration to announce notices, laws, and warmnings; to justify
rumors or misconception of matters among citizens; to publicize their benevolence or
success in something; and etc. (Ubonrat Sirlyuvasak, 2550). All in all, mass tnedia was
used by these two main groups of people fo establish and maintain their privilege and
power in the society in the past.

It seems as if the situation today has not changed much from the past. Mass
media can secure positions and duties well in the arena of politics. As a matter of fact,
not only do the aforementioned functions still exist today, but they also are used to
further manipulate the political atmosphere in a society as a whole. According to
London (1993), whether or not media audiences take a piece of news seriously
depends on the presentation of the news. For example, news that is repeatedly
presented, sometimes with an on progress investigation report or insight information
fime affer time, and/or that with a deep analysis by well-recognized respective
specialists or experts are easily taken by its audiences as a 'must-be-concemed-
about” or "must-follow-up" matter. lyenger (1987, as cited in London, 1993) explained
that this is because audiences are sensitive to contextual cues conveyed in media
presentation of which the consequences have been anticipated. This explanation is
applicable to any form of mass media. However, the impact seems to be the most
apparent in case of television, newspapers and the Internet since they are the most
powerful mass media tools of the era (Baran, 2004). Based on lyenger's idea, it can be
assumed that mass media more or less influences audiences in terms of political
behavior.

Behavior

‘Human beings are social animals: we enjoy people, need people, and are
profoundly influenced by them (Lahey, 2001, p.605)." Generally people often behave
as other people in the same society and sometimes can be influenced by others.
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However, there are still some differences among individuals in many ways. For instance,
we can see that there are some people who like the prime minister whereas ofhers
dislike him: some are optimistic while some are pessimistic; some are friendly to their
colleagues while some are not. What can be the cause of behavior? We may first
have to review what behavior is.

According to Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary (2000), behavior is 1) the way
that somebody behaves, especially fowards other people; 2) the way a person, an
animal, a plant, a chemical, efc. behaves or functions in a particular situation.
Psychologists simply define behavior as all of a person's overt actions thaf others can
directly observe (Lahey, 2001). Behavior is not only about overt motor activities -~
running, eating, kissing —- but it also refers to more subtle actions such as the way we
show our feeling through our facial expression, smiling for example, and also includes
what we say and write (Hogg and Vaughan, 2002). Because behavior is an overt
action that can be observed and measured, it is the reason why behavior is one of the
main key terms explaining psychology (Lahey, 2001).

To be more specific, human behavior is defined as the collection of activifies
performed by human beings. This human behavior is not the same as social behavior,
which is more advanced action that is particularly directed at other people (Human
behavior, 2005).

According to the aforementioned definitions, it can be assumed that daily life
activities can be viewed as behavior. For example, waking up in the morning, having
a shower, getting dressed, having breakfast, going fo work, greeting friends and making
conversation, making decisions on where to have dinner and efc. Each person
behaves differently even though he or she is involved in the same situation. The
differences in individual behaviors can be explained by looking at the facfors which
influence behavior. Human behavior can be influenced by culture, attitudes, emotions,
values, ethics, authority, rapport, hypnosis, persuasion, and/or coercion (Human
Behavior, 2005). In this artficle, the focus is mainly on the effect of atfitudes and social
norms on behavior.

The definition of attitudes can be explained as a consistent way of thinking about,
feeling foward, or responding to some environmental stimulus or input (Newcomb, 1961,
as cited in McConnell and Philipchalk, 1992, p.530). According to McConnell and
Philipchalk (1992), aftitude is a "mental program' that is kept in long-term memory.
Thus, it can affect present perceptions and responses and also help determine future
memories. It might be even clearer to illustrate the influence of aftitudes on behavior.
Many psychologists believe that atfitudes and behavior should be consistent, which
can be implied that if a person has a positive atfitude, he/she should positively behave
toward that affitude. Hence, there are some questions to consider: Is it possible to
change people’s behavior by changing their atfitudes? Are people directly influenced
by friends or by watching news or felevision shows? Will people change their attitudes
if they repeatedly perceive certain messages?
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Despite this, the effect of affitudes on behavior still becomes a controversial issue
as in many cases behavior is not influenced by attitudes (Taylor, Peplau & Sears, 2005).
The study of La Piere (1934, as cited in Taylor, Peplau & Sears, 2005) found that at the
fime that people in the United States had a rather strong prejudice against Asians, @
Chinese couple sfill received good service from a hotel and a restaurant. This situation
and other further studies of La Piere reflected an inconsistency between attitudes and
behavior. Later studies, on the other hand, show that affitudes and behavior are
related to each other in a higher degree (Kraus, 1969, as cited in Taylor, Peplau & Sears,
2005). However, there is variation across situations and the relation level is different.
One of the most important factors generating high consistency between attitudes and
behavior is strong and clear attitudes. Also, it is obvious that stable attitudes, which are
easy for a person to remember, are more likely to predict behavior better than those
that are less stable (Kraus, 1995, cited in Taylor, Peplau & Sears, 2005).

Another key factor that affects behavior is social norms. For example, Thai people
wear long-sleeved shirfs and pants when they visit the Thai temple on a hot summer's
day because it is considered respectful. Social norms refer to rules and expectations
about how group members should behave (Taylor, Peplau & Sears, 2005). Norms consist
of all agreements, formal or informal, explicit or implicit, which regulate and give order
and purpose to a social system, be it primary or secondary group (Longres, 1990, p. 35).
There can be different norms in each social system but people tend to follow the
norms of the group to which they belong, even to prove that they still remain members
of the group. As a result, the norms can help predict how others will behave (Taylor,
2003). The definition of social norms covers a wide range of rules such as the way one
dresses for work, has a meal, shows respect towards elders, the appropriate use of the
right hand when you greet another person, or even more complex rules such as
regulations and laws issued by the government. Generally, everyone in a social group
follows norms no matter who they are or what status they hold in the social group, but
there are some norms that apply to people in different positions such as whether the
person is a feacher, student, doctor, or politician (Taylor, Peplau & Sears, 2005). Thus,
in this case, norms can possibly lead to conflict in the social group although norms
ideally contribute to stability and a sense of unity to the social system. Consequently,
all norms should be established from some working agreements which are invented,
worked out, debated, and negotiated continually (Longres, 1990).

Survey Result

The survey on political news consumption behavior of Phuket inhabitants was
conducted during 10 - 20 September 2010. It focused on both Thais and foreigners who
have lived in Phuket for at least two years and have medium to high level of interest
in political news,

From the toftal number of 628, the respondents consisted of 559 Thais and 48
foreigners, which were equal fo 89% and 11%, respectively. Among these, 43% were
male and 57% were female. Most of the respondents were of the ages between 18 -
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34 years old, with 53% whose marital status was single and 30% whose marital status was
married and with children. 40% of the respondents obtained a Bachelor's Degree.
Regarding occupations, most of the Thai respondents were studentfs (17%), business
owners (14.5%), office/clerical workers (11%), and junior public servants (9%), while the
least were senior public servants (8%). For the foreign respondents, the survey showed
that a majority of them (about 37%) were business owners, followed by 16% of ofher
professional/fechnical spheres.

From the survey results, Thai TV gained the most popularity (86%) among all mass
media that Phuket people usually use to obtain political news. The runners-up were
Thai publications and Thai websites, with the percentages of 57 and 43, respectively.
Also, moderate amounts of Phuket people followed up with political news through Thai
radio (24.5%), foreign TV (20%), mobile phone SMS (19%), foreign websites (14%) and
foreign publications (11.5%). Only a small amount of them (3%) listened fo foreign radio.
(See Figure 1: Popularity of Types of Media Used to Obtain News).

Popularity of Types of Media
Used to Obtain News

Thai TV

Thai Publications
Thai Website

Thai Radio
Foreign TV

Mobile Phone SMS
Foreign Website

Foreign Publicationa

Foreign Radio

Figure 1: Popularity of Types of Media Used to Obtain News
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Regarding the media that Phuket audiences most often spent their time on when
they would like to update themselves with political news, the top three most popular
media were: news reports on Thai free TV programs; Rueng Lao by Sorayut; and the
Thairat newspaper, respectively. News reports on Thai free TV were favored by 34.5%
of the correspondents who were the majority. The news reports under this label were
those presented by Thai free TV on Channel 3, 5, 7, MCOT, NBT and TPBS on a regular
basis such as in the morning, at noon, in the afternoon, in the evening and late at
night. Hourly news reports and breaking news reports were also included in this group.
Second to general news report programs was Rueng Lao by Sorayut, the collective
ferm for the news talk shows that were either mainly or partially anchored by Mr.
Sorayut Sutassangjinda, namely Rueng Lao Chao Nee, Rueng Den Yen Nee and
Rueng Lao Sao-Atit. The programs were enjoyed by 28% of the correspondents. The
third most popular media was Thairat newspaper which attracted 18% of the corre-
spondents. Other media, which included the Ddily News newspaper, Thai radio, news
reports on ASTV, CNN News, news reports through SMS, Manager Online website, BBC
News and the news falk show Khao Kon Kon Khao were most often selected by only
small amounts of people. (See Figure 2: Popularity of Specific Media Programs).
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Figure 2: Popularity of Specific Media Programs
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As far as the reasons for selecting the media are concerned, 45% of the
correspondents watch/read/listen to political news through the media of their choice
because they believe that those channels provided them with live news coverage.
Reliability and the quadlity of being up-to-date with the news were other main reasons
for the people to select a media channel, which accounfted for 37% and 32%
respectively. (See Figure 3: Reasons for Selecting Media).

Reasons for Selecting Media

The news is live

The news is reliable

The news is up-to-date
The program is interesting
| like the reporter

Itis convenient for me

Figure 3: Reason for Selecting the Media

As for the reliability of the government media, the majority of the correspondents
which aggregated 56.5% believed that the government media was 80-90% reliable
whereas only 18.8% were completely confident in those media. The moderate amount
of 24.7% thought they were less than 70% reliable. The results were similar to those of
the news presented via the media of the private sectors. 56.1% of the correspondents
were of an opinion that the private sectors' media were 80-90% reliable and 14% put all
their trust in them. Another 29.8% thought they were less than 70% reliable.

When asked to compare between Thai media and foreign media, 36.4% of the
correspondents thought that both Thai media and foreign media were similarly reliable.
However, 26.6% of respondents said that Thai media was more reliable while 26.9%
viewed foreign media as more reliable.

Conclusion

Most individuals in Phuket who were concerned about polifics usually watched
news on television and read newspapers o update themselves with political situations.
To begin with TV programs, they preferred to watch general news reports on Channel
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3, 5, 7, MCOT, NBT and TPBS and the news falk show 'Rueng Lao by Sorayut. As for
newspapers, the Thairat newspaper was most often read by Phuket audiences. These
media gained their popularity because their audiences believed that the news pre-
sented by them was live, reliable and up-to-date. Most individuals in Phuket rated the
reliability of the news by Thai media, whether they were of the government or private
sectors, at 80-90%. Also, they were in an agreement that both Thai media and foreign
media were of equal reliability.
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