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Abstract

The purposes of this research are to study the art of
decorating local plucked lute of Northeastern Thailand (Isan Phin),
patterns and to study the formation of Isan identity. Research was
conducted according to qualitative research methodology. The
results showed that the art and decoration of the northeast Phin
pattern are popularly decorated on the head of the Phin
according to the traditions and beliefs of the Isan people. There
are four patterns: the Hua Tat, the Hua Payanak (naga), the Hua
Hong, and the Hua Kanok pattern. The decoration of these four
patterns is related to the formation of Isan identity, at the level
of individual identity and Social identity. Musicians have focused
on the patterns decorating the heads of the musical instrument
and linked their meanings to personal beliefs about local culture.
The decorated patterns are also used as tools to express the

artist's unique identity.

Keyword: Art, Embellishment, Identity, Isan Phin, Musical

Instrument
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