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Abstract

This article examined the sociocultural adaption of the So ethnic groups
in Isan society. Qualitative research interviewed 74 informants using a purposive
sampling technique. The data were analyzed, synthesized and presented with
descriptive and content analysis. The results showed that the So ethnic groups belong
to the Mongoloid group of the Austroasiatic language family, speaking the Mon-
Khmer language or Katuic. Various forms of “spirit” beliefs served as a model for the

deeds and relationships of group members that are distinctive from other ethnic
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groups. In the context of Isan society, the So ethnic groups have happily adapted their
way of life, society and culture, following the traditions of local people in Isan
harmoniously. In addition, they used So and local Isan alternatively. As a cultural
tourism village, it retained a lively identity and cultural adaptations for tourism. The
study also found that the So ethnic group wisely used a variety of cultural strategies
to combat mainstream culture in Isan. Following Isan traditions, the highest ghost
position is the grandfather’s ghost. They preserved and invented other cultural
dimensions to keep their cultural identity without being assimilated by mainstream
society, demonstrating their ability to smoothly integrate their way of life into

mainstream culture.

Keywords: ethnic dynamics, sociocultural adaptation, so ethnic group
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Abstract

The objective of this article was to study the way of life of the people that
appeared in the folk tales entitled “Nang Sib Song” in ASEAN. The folk tales used for
analysis were the folk tales of Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, and Myanmar. The study
results were found that: 1) according to the way of life about making a living that
appeared in the folk tales of “Nang Sib Song” in ASEAN, it was found that there was
a similarity in the folk tales of “Nang Sib Song” in ASEAN in terms of fishing, finding
fruit, finding firewood, sugarcane cultivation, and rice cultivation. However, the study
also found the differences according to the way of life about making a living the
appeared in the folk tales of “Nang Sib Son” in ASEAN as follows: raising cattle and
eating betel nuts in the Thai version; weaving in the Lao version; and finding water
resources in the Myanmar version, 2) Owing to the way of life about family and
association that appeared in the ASEAN folk tales entitled "Nang Sib Song," the study
found the similarity due to the way of life about family and association in terms of
cockfighting and food cooking. On the other hand, the differences in the way of life

about family and association that appeared in the folk tales of “Nang Sib Song” were
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as follows: Saka playing, merit making, and cart driving in the Thai version; Len Huean
Noi (playing a seller) in the Lao version; Saba playing in the Cambodian version; and
spinning top in the Myanmar version, and 3) Due to the way of life about social order
and social control that appeared in the ASEAN folk tales entitled "Nang Sib Song", the
study found the similarity according to the social order and social controls in terms of
gambling and doing good deeds. However, the study also found a difference in the way
of life about social order and social control that appeared in the Thai version of “Nang

Sib Song” in terms of the children’s play.
Keywords: way of life, folk tale, Nang Sib Song, ASEAN
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Abstract

The objectives of the research were 1) to study the youths’ cultural
assimilation, 2) to examine their cultural awareness and obsession, 3) to analyze
cultural assimilation that could affect the cultural awareness and assimilation of the
youths, and 4) to seek the guidelines to promote the cultural awareness and prevent a
cultural obsession the youths.The samples were 400 undergraduate students from the
universities inthe 2021 academic year.The key informants were 10 experts.The
research instruments were a questionnaire and a focus group. Statistics used in data

analysis were descriptive statistics, linear multiple regression, and content
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analysis.The research findings were as follows: 1) The youths’ cultural assimilation
was found at a low level.2) The youths’ cultural awareness was overall at a high
level.3) The youths’ cultural obsession was at a low level. 4) Cultural assimilation
that could affect the youths’ cultural awareness included education and experience.
These two aspects could jointly predict the outcome by 10.2%.5) Cultural
assimilation that affected the cultural obsession was imitation, education, and
experience.All these threeaspects could predict the outcome by 61.2%. 6) The
guidelines to raise cultural awareness and prevent cultural obsession were the state
policies, the roles of the local administrative organizations, educational and religious

institutes, communities, families, media, and self-awareness.

Keywords: cultural assimilation, cultural awareness, cultural obsession, youths,

Rajabhat Universities in Northeastern Thailand
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to 1) study the relationship in Chinese
performing opera which related to the wisdom knowledge in Lakorn Phanthang
Drama entitled “Rachathirach”, 2) study the roles portrayal through Chinese
characters of the drama in the episode entitled “Samingphraram and Kamanee
Battle”, and 3) ) Study and analyze the knowledge transfer process Chinese
characters of the drama in the episode entitled “Samingphraram and Kamanee
Battle”, Qualitative research method was employed. The research tools consisted of
1) structured interview, 2) unstructured interview, 3) structured observation, and 4)
non- participant observation utilizing to analyze the data and leading to a result of the
research. It revealed that Chinese Opera affects the performative pattern. For the role
of the characters in terms of the relationship from individuals to teacher whose
character is portrayed as the same prior one conveys to the performance, dancing
process as well as concerning elements which leads to the three paradigms
mentioned. There include 1) Sequent Performative Pattern, 2) Planned Practical
Methods, 3) Particular Choreography which plays a master roles of the performance,

4) Emotional Conveying Method, and 5) Make up and Costume according to the
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Chinese Character’s Types occurred such as King of China (Seng Zhou Emperor)

Kamani, Zupiao, flag carrier, Chinese soldier and translator.

Keywords: body of knowledge, characters, Lakhorn Phanthai, Rachathirach,

wisdom
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Abstract

This article explored the representations of negative attitudes towards
singleness in Thai novels published from 2516 to 2560 B.E. The study reveaed that
singleness is negatively presented throughout the texts and can be classified into
three main aspects. First, singleness is a shame. Singleness is associated with one’s
inability to find partners, one’s ugliness, and/or one’s homosexuality. Second,
singleness is related to misery, namely, characters who stay single suffer from their
unmarried status and such status also causes troubles to those around them. Third,
singleness contradicts to traditional social value. The research found that the selected
novels are deployed as a tool to convey the notions of patriarchy and gender through

their negative depiction of one being single.

Keywords: novels, single, Thai novels
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Abstract

This study is a quasi-experimental study. The One - Group Pretest - Posttest
Design. The research objectives are to: 1) improve the capacity of students teaching
Chinese about learning design and management, 2) investigate the pre-post learning
activity outcomes of the local wisdom, 3) investigate the awareness of value
maintenance concerning the local wisdom, and 4) investigate the university students’
satisfaction toward learning management based on active learning integrated with
local data. This research is learning management based on active learning integrated
with local data for 10 students in the Department of Teaching Chinese as a Foreign
Language, Faculty of Education, Silpakorn University. The research instruments
employed are: 1) a learning activity plan based on active learning; 2) a pre-test and
post-test; 3) an assessment regarding learning design, consisting of three lesson
plans; 4) a satisfaction survey; and 5) an assessment regarding awareness about the
extension of local wisdom. The given data were respectively analyzed by content
analysis, calculating the mean, S.D., and t-test. The research findings were as
follows: 1) Universities in the Department of Teaching Chinese as a Foreign with
learning management based on active learning integrated with local data appear to
have better pre-learning outcomes compared to post-learning outcomes. 2) Students
teaching Chinese’s capacity in terms of learning design and management was at a
high level. 3) Student’s awareness of the extension of local wisdom was at a high
level. And 4) their satisfaction toward the program of extension of local wisdom was

also at a high level.

Keywords: ability to design learning management, active learning, local wisdom
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Abstract

Nowadays, celebrities have been expressing their viewpoints through
various mass media outlets, including social media, interviews, and speeches.
Giving speech is one strategy that can incorporate rhetorical question (RQs) into
the contents. The objectives of this study were 1) to investigate the use of RQs in
English speeches delivered by male celebrities featured on the English Speeches
Channel on YouTube, and 2) to analyze the use of RQs in English speeches given
by male celebrities. Data was collected through purposive sampling from 45
speeches delivered by male celebrities from 2018 to 2022. The study found that
Debating, Arguing or Questioning was the most used, followed by Evaluation
and Functionality, A Series of RQOs, A Question that is Immediately Answered, and
Highlighting a New Subject respectively. However, the Combination of RQs were
the least frequently used. The research results demonstrated that the speakers
employed RQs to encourage the audience to recognize and appreciate the
importance of the message they intended to pass on in their speeches.

Furthermore, using RQs strengthens the valuable speech.
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Introduction

A rhetorical question (RQ henceforth) carries the illocutionary force and
impact of asserting a viewpoint opposite to that presented by the question. An RQ
functions as a rhetorical device in the form of a question that employs the
language of persuasion without the expectation of eliciting a response from the
listeners (Nakashima, 2018). Moreover, it encourages the listeners to reflect on
what the implied response to the question. Employing an RQ represents the
speakers’ intention to affirm or negate points that are implied (Ranganath et al.,
2016). Hence, it could function as a nuanced means of suggesting an idea that
might be encouraged the audience to perceive the presentation directly (Abioye,
2011; Han 2002). For example, when a speaker gives a speech in front of people
and states “What is the meaning of your life?” or “How do morals affect the ways
of living?” the speaker does not expect to hear the answer. RQs are examples of
speeches that differ from their intended functions. The function of questions like
statements are used as an assertion instead. They are commonly referred to ask
questions that do not aim to gather information or prompt a response. This type of
questions presents distinctive characteristics that distinguish it in semantic and
pragmatic analyses, which can be used to imply or seek information (Rohde,
2006).

The significance of RQs lies in their effectiveness in engaging the
audience, capturing their attention, and prompting reflection on the discussed
topic. The use of RQs can serve multiple purposes such as emphasizing key
points, directing attention to specific ideas or messages, and highlighting the

importance of the subject matter which makes it more memorable for the
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audience (Salish, 2021; Zhuang & Riloff, 2020). Additionally, speakers can shape
the thoughts of the audience and influence their perception of the topic more
persuasively (Jameel et al., 2023). RQs possess the power to evoke introspection,
encouraging the audience to reflect on their beliefs, experiences, and values. They
invite the consideration of diverse perspectives, thereby fostering a deeper
understanding of the subject matter. Therefore, RQs play a crucial role, engaging
the audience, emphasizing key points, persuading, promoting reflection and
introspection. In summary, rhetorical questions serve as a device to engage,
emphasize, persuade, stimulate critical thinking, and enhance speech impact
(Khamees, 2015).

Additionally, people ask questions for various reasons. For instance,
people ask questions to seek for facts from information, request favorable actions,
or fulfill potential needs for assistance. Speakers can incorporate the use of RQs
across many fields such as entertaining speeches, demonstrative speeches, and
persuasive speeches (Zhang et al., 2017). The questions can be classified into four
types: questions that seek information, questions involving rhetoric, questions that
examine the answer, and questions that make indirect requests. The main
purposes of using RQs aim to request information. However, the purpose of this
type of question is not to seek an answer, but it aims to give more information.
Kluge (2018) illustrates that RQs are very common utterances in which the
speakers are not expected to provide an answer. Moreover, the questions enable
the speakers to proclaim their expectations and prospects without having to
discuss them to intensify or strengthen a statement, or to raise an issue for
discussion. RQs were utilised in the talks because they allow participants to
exchange information. RQ, on the other hand, is a sort of query that goes beyond

mere information exchange. The surface form of a question can signal the
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intention and background of the person that you are asking. Furthermore, it also
shows the nature of the relationship between the interlocutors (Jameel et al., 2023;
Spago, 2016).

In speeches, RQs have been approached from diverse linguistic
perspectives and often embedded within the context of dialogue (Ioussef et al.,
2021). Furthermore, the use of RQs analyzes the linguistic form of interpersonal
communication. For example, the pragmatics study conveys the meaning of the
RQs, and it shows the truth-conditional content of the interpretation of
interrogatives from a pragmatic principle (Rexach, 1998). Furthermore, RQs
exhibit a primarily answer-eliciting function to fulfil this function from the
speakers to the listeners from the statements which arouse the listeners’ interest
from the diversified context from persuasive effect. In some cases of RQs, the
speakers already know the answer (Wang, 2014). Speaking is one of the most
crucial abilities in English that the language learners should develop. It allows
people to communicate their knowledge, exchange essential messages, and
demonstrate their abilities. Language learners must acquire high levels of
speaking proficiency to have English communication abilities. Everyone can
freely express their opinions, ideas, and thoughts via speaking. Speaking is as
vital as the others, but it takes a lot of effort and practice to perfect (Neitsch et al.,
2018; Schmidt-Radefeldt, 1977).

In using language, the spoken language holds the power and establishes
a connection with the speech. For example, speech is human communication
through spoken language. In terms of rhetoric and communication, it is the ability
to use language effectively, and it is also the art of persuasion. Rhetoric concerns
itself with language and how people use it (Derakhshani et al., 2021;

Rattanawaropas & Panthong, 2021). A good rhetorician had to be proficient in
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controlling arguments according to the rules of the art of persuading. In daily life,
humans need to communicate with each other in everyday life. People always
speak to each other, and every word that they speak produces various sentences
that consist of meaning. For instance, people have a conversation with other
people (Nahroji et al., 2020). The message of RQs could affect the listeners’
minds by transferring their attention from the strong arguments, disputes or
debates which enhance the language of persuasion (Ahluwalia & Burnkrant,
2004).

However, there are many pieces of research based on RQs such as the
study of information-seeking of RQs from social media posts on Twitter (Zhuang
& Riloff, 2020), the study of RQs’ role in political discourse in the UK
parliament. RQs and sarcasm in social media dialogue from Twitter (Oraby et al.,
2017), a study of pragmatic in Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night and Hamlet (Jameel
etal., 2013). There has been no study on RQs analysing male celebrities. To
explore the specific rhetorical strategies employed by male speakers within the
context of public speaking holds significant importance in understanding the
dynamics of public discourse by focusing on male English speeches as the subject
of research. Analyzing speeches delivered by male speakers allows for an
examination of the linguistic and rhetorical techniques utilized by this
demographic, providing insights into the persuasive tactics, argumentation styles,
and overall communication patterns employed in their speeches. This research
aims to provide valuable insights into the linguistic, persuasive, and
communicative techniques employed by male speakers, ultimately fostering a
more nuanced understanding of rhetorical practices in public speaking.

As aresult, it stimulates the researcher to investigate the usage of RQs

in English speeches from celebrities to see whether it can be applied in speaking
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English, as well as recognise the utility of giving a speech more successfully in

every situation for all speakers.

Objectives of the Study
The objectives of this study were:

1. To investigate the prevalence of rhetorical questions in celebrity
addresses in English

2. To analyze the usage of rhetorical questions in celebrity addresses in

English

Research Method
Samples

In this study, the samples selected for analysis were obtained through
purposive sampling from transcripts of English speeches delivered by male
celebrities, resulting in a total of forty-five transcripts. Male English speeches
facilitate an exploration of gender communication norms and power dynamics
within public speaking by analyzing how male speakers employ rhetorical
questions in their speeches and the overall impact of persuasive communication.
This research does not include female speeches as the focus is not on a specific
demographic within the broader context of rhetorical studies. The study includes
forty-five male celebrities, comprising eighteen actors, six politicians, four
businessmen, four singers, three writers, two programmers, two motivational
speakers, one comedian, one director, one basketball player, and one navy. The
data was collected by analyzing the dialogues from forty-five delivered English

speeches in English, which underwent both qualitative and quantitative analysis.
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Data Collection

To address the research questions, the forty-five transcripts were
collected from the English Speeches channel on YouTube as the dataset of this
study because it is widely watched by people all around the world with over 4.01
million subscribers. Moreover, it is also used as a good source for teaching and
learning English, particularly, for listening and reading skills. In addition, all
transcriptions were spell-checked transcripts. These discussions were made up of
45 speeches totalling 194 pages. The transcripts were organized into a table to
investigate the usage of RQs through quantitative analysis, involving statistical
measurements to determine frequency and percentage.

To ensure the credibility of the framework, the researcher extensively
reviews relevant literature and consults with field experts. This establishes a
reliable basis for analysis and findings by ensuring accurate representation of the
research's conceptual underpinnings and enhancing the framework's credibility.
The examination of forty-five transcripts of English speeches, focusing on five
selected RQ strategies, enables a more comprehensive analysis while managing
time and resources effectively. This selection allows for an in-depth exploration
of each transcript, facilitating an understanding of the employed RQ techniques.
Through this approach, the research provides valuable insights into persuasive
communication in English speeches.

In order to approach these research questions, the framework to
structure the functions and use of RQs base on the rhetorical functions as follows:
1) identify prevalent question phrasing patterns, 2) extract recurring surface forms
by analyzing question structures, 3) categorize question types based on intuitive

identification, and 4) analyze the utilization of RQs within speech.
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Data Analysis

To facilitate retrieval of frequently asked questions, Abioye (2009)
manually developed a typology of surface questions form to complement this line
of work. The dataset description covered questions from 45 different celebrities.
For each speech, it was extracted all RQs and analysed qualitatively from the
frequency use of RQs relevant to the theoretical framework. The results and
discussion were derived from the scores obtained from the dialogues in the

speeches.

Theoretical Framework for Data Analysis in this Study

The theoretical framework in the study was employed from Abioye
(2009: pp.5-6) that demonstrates the typology of RQs in eight types including 1)
Evaluation or Functionality, 2) Series of RQs,3) Highlighting a New Subject, 4)
Debating, Arguing or Questioning, 5) Response to a Previous Question, 6) Empty
RQs, 7) A Question that is Immediately Answered, and 8) Commands. In this
study, the decision was made to employ only five specific rhetorical strategies out
of the eight strategies.

The researcher chose only five strategies: Evaluation and Functionality,
A Series of RQs, Highlighting a New Subject, Debating, Arguing, or Questioning,
and 4 question that is Immediately Answered. Furthermore, the researcher
included Combination of RQs as one of the study's strategies. The selection of
these five strategies was a result of careful consideration and aligning them with
the research objectives and scope of the study. Each strategy was chosen based on
its relevance and potential to effectively address the research questions and
contribute to the overall analysis. By focusing on a subset of strategies, the study

aimed to maintain a targeted and concise approach, allowing for a deeper
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exploration of the chosen aspects. Moreover, employing a smaller number of
strategies facilitated a more in-depth examination of each one, enabling a
comprehensive analysis within the given research constraints.

The following are the RQs typology based on Abioye's (2009) work: 1)
A claim and a leading inquiry that expresses or provokes indignation, shock,
disappointment, scorn, or outrage. are examples of Evaluation and Functionality.
It can impact cognition or beliefs that demonstrate dread, anxiety, or concern
when individuals use it as a claim. It can also go into emotion, 2) 4 Series of RQs
depicts the order of inquiries in a conversation or text. This sort of inquiry
generally elicits elaborate responses. They demonstrate the relevance of ideas or
emotions that communicate powerful sensations. Strong sentiments can be
expressed by expressing satisfaction, boredom, or stupefaction. It boosts the
abundance of repetition. The benefit of using a succession of RQs is that they may
be formatted into a paragraph or a notion, 3) Highlight a New Subject is to draw
attention to the new issue or topic so that listeners or readers understand its
significance. In debates, disputes, or discussions, it is always used to develop or
provoke, 4) Debating, Arguing or Questioning allows the speaker to investigate
the audience’s minds and also reveal their understanding. It helps the speaker to
identify the important things that are open for revision or correction. It is always
used in pleadings, 5) A Question that is Immediately Answered is one that the
speaker responds to shortly after their query. The questions are posed, and the
speaker and the audience both respond promptly, and 6) Combination of RQs are
created by the researcher by adding one more strategy because in the speeches the
speakers used more than one strategy in their speeches. The Combination of RQOs
was from 4 Series of RQs, and A Question that is Immediately Answered. The

researcher realizes the importance of this strategy and that the speaker uses more
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than one strategy. Therefore, it is also used throughout this research. The
examples of the RQ strategies used in this study along with the example of each
strategy are as follows:

1. Debating, Arguing or Questioning: “What happens to other students
at kindergarten after the mass shooting?”

2. Evaluation and Functionality: “How can the criminals kill the
victims?”

3. A Questions that is Immediately Answered: “...So, what should we
do to protect our young innocent students? My answer is to enact a new strict
law.”

4. Series of RQs: “What is going to happen to kindergarten students in
our country? What will the government do to solve the mass shooting around
Thailand? What will be the next law to protect our younger generation? What
should we do to protect this kids?”

5. Highlight a new subject: “Do you think the present president can give
us sustainable development for our life in the 21% century? So, what I want to tell
you is that I strongly believe that he can’t.....”

6. Combination of RQs (A Series of RQs, and A Question that is
Immediately Answer): “There are many problems we want to solve regarding this
shooting. Do we need to work together? Do you want this problem to end? Do
you want to stop this problem? Do you want the kids to grow and become the

main labor force in our country? Is it an argent problem? Yes, it is.”
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Results

This study obtained significant findings that contribute to the
understanding of “An Analytical Study of Rhetorical Questions in English
Speeches by Male Celebrities.” Overall, the study revealed that there is still the
use of RQs in English speeches given by male celebrities. These findings provide
valuable insights into the analysis of RQs in speeches and public speaking. In the
following sections, the study explores the specific details and analyzes each
research question, providing a comprehensive understanding of the research

outcomes.

The Occurrence of RQs in the English Speeches by Male Celebrities

In Table 1, the results are illustrated the frequency and percentage of
RQs based on the framework of RQs typology employed from the work of
Abioye (2009) in five strategies including the Evaluation and Functionality, A
Series of RQs, Highlighting a New Subject, Debating, Arguing and Questioning,
A Question that is Immediately Answered, and Combination of RQs. However, the
researcher added the Combination of RQs in the research which includes 4 Series
of RQs, and 4 Question that is Immediately Answered. The data was collected
from 45 dialogues from English speeches on YouTube that were delivered by

male celebrities.
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Table 1

Typology of RQs Used in Male Celebrities’ English Speeches

RQs Strategies Frequency Percentage
1. Evaluation and Functionality 76 27.74
2. Series of RQs 51 18.61
3. Highlight a New Subject 14 5.11
4. Debating, Arguing or Questioning 93 33.94
5. A Question that is Immediately Answered 36 13.14
6. Combination of RQs 4 1.46
Total 274 100

With regard to Table 1, it presented that the highest percentage was for
Debating, Arguing and Questioning (33.94), followed by Evaluation and
Functionality at 27.74%, A Series of RQs at 18.61%, A Question that is
Immediately Answered at 13.14%, Highlighting a New Subject at 5.11%, and the

least used was Combination of RQs at 1.46%.

The Use of RQs in the English Speeches by Male Celebrities

Research objective 2 is focused on analyzing RQs used in speeches
delivered in English by male celebrities. The results of the study show that the
RQs strategies used in the speeches are Debating, Arguing or Questioning,
Evaluating and Functionality, A Question that is Immediately Answered, A Series
of RQs, Highlighting a New Subject, and Combination of RQs. Moreover,

Combination of RQOs added by the researcher found that there was one more
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combination of RQs which consists of 4 Series of ROs and A Question that is

Immediately Answered. The following RQ samples were utilized in this study:

1. Debating, Arguing or Questioning

Excerpt 1
“But changing the world can happen anywhere and anyone can do it.
So, what starts here can indeed change the world, but the question is —

what will the world look like after you change it?” (Speech 1)

Excerpt 1 above shows the use of Debating, Arguing or Questioning
strategies in the speeches given by the male celebrities. The speaker encourages
the listener to think of a way to develop or change the world into a better place.
Furthermore, the speaker promotes the listeners to help together so that people
can work and help everywhere. As a result, they require everyone's help. The
speaker then persuades the audience to consider how to alter the world. This
indicates that the speaker not only communicates to effect a significant change in
the world but also provides the audience with guidance to contemplate how

everyone can contribute to making the world a better place.

2. Evaluation and Functionality
Excerpt 2
“So we began our work in the same way that anyone else would. We

asked: ‘How could the world let these children die?” ” (Speech 6)

For the strategies of Evaluation and Functionality, it shows that the

speaker used this strategy to evaluate and function their speeches by giving
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powerful language to convince the listeners to think and believe in them. They
asked, “How could the world let these children die?”. This sentence inspires all
listeners to think critically about how to spend their work more effectively so that

people can begin working.

3. A Question that is Immediately Answered

Excerpt 3
“I read a lot about the terrible things that people have done to each
other. You just cannot even imagine it. It's so awful. So, you don't want
to be someone like that. Now, do you have a reason to be? Yes! You

have lots of reasons to be!” (Speech 22).

A Question that is Immediately Answered represents the way that a
speaker asked a question and responds immediately by themselves. This strategy
arouses the listeners to listen, catch up and think directly from the contents
provided by the speakers. In excerpt 3, the question is “Do you want to have a
meaningful life?” and the answer is “Everything you do matters”. It shows that

there are many reasons to be resentful about the existence of life.

4. Series of ROs

Excerpt 4
“Who here wants to be great in life? And how does greatness come?
Does it come with money? Does it come with fame? What does it come

with? How does it come?...” (Speech 17)
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A Series of RQs is a strategy in that a speaker usually forms a stronger
feeling or ideas in the speech into a concept or a paragraph to show their intention
to emphasize the question to the audience. In excerpt 4, it consists of six questions

and it arouses the listeners to think about their lives.

5. Highlighting a New Subject

Excerpt 5
“Have you ever wondered why nobody cares about ‘global warming’?
Even though it’s a very serious issue, it could kill all of us, because
when you go home and you flip on the TV and you see a scientist trying

to talk about global warming, it goes something like this.” (Speech 29)

Highlighting a New Subject occurs when a speaker begins a new topic
during a speech by employing RQs at the beginning of their speeches. In extract
5, the speaker wants the listeners to consider the reason for global warming,
which is a severe environmental concern for all people, and he feels that it is not

only the responsibility of scientists but also people all over the world.

6. Combination of RQOs

Apart from the five selected strategies based on the framework of
Aboiye’s (2009) work, the researchers also added one more strategy in the
research which is a combination of RQs because the speakers provided some
sentences in the speeches that contain more than one strategy. The Combination

of RQs consists of A Series of ROs and A Question that is Immediately Answered.
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Excerpt 6
“How sick is that? Imagine if I get pulled over by the cops? Can I have
your driver’s license, please? Yeah, but, it’s over there; you’re going to

have to get it.” (Speech 31)

To detect the employment of the two tactics extracts above, it will be
addressed using a series of RQs and an immediate answer question. As seen in
Exhibit 6, the speaker utilised a series of RQs for three questions and answered

them all by himself.

Discussions

According to the first research objective, it focuses on studying the RQs
used in English Speeches given by male celebrities. Moreover, it was found that
there were six strategies of RQs found in the study. The five RQs strategies
employed by Abioye (2009) were Debating, Aarguing or Questioning, Evaluation
and Functionality, A Series of RQOs, A Question that is Immediately Answered, and
Highlighting a New Subject respectively. Additionally, the Combination of RQs
which was added by the researcher was also found in the study.

For the second research objective, the results of the study showed the
use of English speeches from the speakers that want to give the message to the
listeners. When considering the factors that influence the use of RQs in speeches,
it was discovered that the speakers wanted to embed RQs as a strategy to bring
more persuasive language to the audiences to believe and trust in them. The usage
of RQs demonstrates that the speakers' intentions in utilising RQs were in the
same direction, which is to encourage the listeners to believe in them. This is

supported by Neitsch et al.’s (2018) study which illustrate that RQs could help the



Vol. 21 No. 2 (May-August) 2023 Journal of Humanities & Social Sciences (JHUSOC)

speakers to strengthen their message using these strategies. In addition, the
highest use of RQs was Debating, Arguing or Questioning which is because the
speaker wants to debate, argue and question the listeners. This is in line with the
study of Wang (2014) that the strategy of RQs is also persuasion which affects the
listeners’ minds. It arouses the listeners with a persuasive effect. Rhetorically, the
speakers also used Evaluation and functionality to persuade the listeners to
believe in them. This strategy is that the speaker that the listener can believe in
them. Besides, it was related to Nakashima’s (2018) study which reported that RQ
is a figure of speech that forms a question persuasively towards the listeners
without the expectation to get a reply. Furthermore, A4 Series of RQs is a strategy
in which speakers use many questions in speeches, some of which are used at the
beginning of the speeches and some of which are embedded in the speech. During
their speeches, the speakers asked numerous questions to demonstrate their intent
to persuade the audience to believe in their messages. According to Nahroji et al
(2020), all words, phrases, and utterances that speakers seek to deliver to
audiences comprise of meaning that they intend to express to the listeners.
Furthermore, it conveys to the listeners not only the message but also good
meaning.

A Question that is Immediately Answered is used by many speakers.
They begin their discourse with a question, to which they also respond too. This
strategy is one of the RQs that the speaker mostly used in giving speeches in
many places. For example, the politician used this strategy in election speeches to
help them to achieve their election campaign. In addition to this, the use of RQs
that immediately answer to the listener is related to the study of Ahluwalia and
Burnkrant (2004) that the question is information seeking that is in semantic and

pragmatic. For example, the speaker asked “What does the meaning of life?” to
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the listeners in the hall. This question seeks information semantically and
pragmatically to the listener to think more about the meaning of their life while
listening to the speaker in their mind. Additionally, Highlighting a New Subject is
one strategy that the speaker uses to emphasize interesting questions to the
listeners which brings more interesting ideas. The research results are consistent
with the earlier research of Aboiye (2011) and Rohde (2006) which indicated that
the role of RQs could be insinuating ideas from the speakers which challenges the
audiences to declare their message directly. Besides, the Combination of RQs is
added by the researcher who found new mixed strategies of RQs including 4
Series of RQOs and A Question that is Immediately Answered. This echoes the
works of Kluge (2018) and Aboiye (2009) that RQs are common utterances in
which the speaker does not expect the answer from the listener. Without having a
discussion, the above strategies of RQs showed that the functions of RQs go

beyond the simple information exchange between the speaker and listeners.

Limitations of the study
This study concentrated on only six RQ techniques. Given the
limitations of RQs, this study may benefit by gathering English speeches. Another

strategy of RQs or frameworks should be used in this research for future research.

Recommendations for further study
1. More English talks should be studied and analysed in the future. It

might be comparative research analysing talks from different genders.
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2. In this study, the researcher simply used Abioye's (2009) work as a
framework. There might be a follow-up study that uses a different framework,

typology, or research methodologies.
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Abstract

In 2020, Thailand’s anti-government protest attracted considerable public
interest. Media representation of the protest and key people who are involved can
shape how people perceived individuals or occurrences. This research was carried out
to study how the prominent social actors—police and protesters—are represented by
two news outlets, Prachatai English and Bangkok Post. Because the protest
movement was new at that time, all available online news articles regarding the
protest movement were manually collected. This generated two corpora: Prachatai
English Corpus (PCT) and Bangkok Post Corpus (BKP) composed of 136 and 364
news articles respectively. Using a corpus-based approach to discourse analysis, the
results of collocational analysis and a close examination of concordances revealed
that both news outlets described the police and protesters differently. Dissimilarities
in portrayals can be argued to derive from the differing ideologies held by the news
outlets in which Prachatai English seems to support the protest while Bangkok Post
does not. The concept of ideological square was adopted in the discussion to display

the bias in media representation.
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Introduction

In 2020, Thailand saw an important political movement for democracy
which was led by and participated in by a majority of Thai students. This political
protest attracted the most public interest since 2014 when a coup d'état was organized
to overturn the government of Yingluck Shinawatra, who is the sister of former prime
minister Thaksin Shinawatra. The emergence of pro-democracy protests stemmed
from a range of factors. Regarding ideological concepts, the principles of democracy
did not come to its full realization. The government under Prayuth has been referred
to as practicing dictatorship. The status of Prayuth as the prime minister together with
his legislative bodies was questioned owing to the system of a House of Senators
which were appointed. A new constitutional draft was hence demanded by the
protester.

Societal elements are the primary components of the political movement.
Different types of oppression have been carried out: the kidnapping of persons who
hold opposing political ideas, the accusations leveled against many activists, and the
detention of those who spearhead the protest movement are all examples of direct
oppression. Indirect oppression could be seen from the demands for equality on a
variety of social issues, ranging from student rights to gender equality.

The role of news coverage is undeniably important: “News is a
representation in this sense of construction; it is not a value-free reflection of ‘facts.’”
(Fowler, 1991, p.4). News can be used politically to create or spread a particular

notion or group of beliefs. As it demonstrates the cumulative impacts of media
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power, a contemporary method to discourse analysis combines corpus linguistics into
research, opening up new perspectives on news analysis. This study uses a corpus-
assisted discourse analysis to examine how the police and protesters are portrayed, as
their involvement in clashes or strikes are common in all demonstrations. As bias in
news is continually present and could lead to misrepresentations of a group people
reported in news, the main objective of the study was to determine how POLICE
and PROTESTERS as the key social actors were represented in news reports on the
2020 Thai anti-government protests in which the movements are considered novel

and few studies related to the movements had been conducted.

Literature Review
News discourse

News discourse could be viewed as playing an influential role in society, as
mentioned by Bednarek and Caple (2012), who wrote that people “may modify our
behaviour, ideas and beliefs, based on what we have read or heard and, in this way,
we navigate our paths through our lives as members of a particular social group.” (p
.6). The term “ideological brokers™ are often used to define media as it carries the
function of reproducing discourses of dominant social order (Fairclough, 2015)

As discourses can be produced, reproduced or even constructed,
discrepancies can potentially occur: there have also been differences over the way
events have been covered in news stories produced by mainstream and non-
mainstream media. This is true in Thailand’s protest events. There was a lack of news
coverage on television regarding an incident in February 2021 where police were
reported to have fired rubber bullets at protesters, despite the widespread circulation

of photos of the incident on the internet. Some news outlets were also accused of
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misreporting the events, which led to public outrage on social media platforms like
Twitter, and the trending of hashtags calling for a boycott of mainstream channels.
The hashtags read #u‘uu?}miaw an (banning mainstream media channels) or
#ITUFD93 (banning Channel 3) as “netizens called out the news channels for
allegedly misreporting clashes at the pro-democracy rally” (Maneechote, 2021)

This mismatch of news reports is illustrative of the significance of news
discourse, as news coverage can be seen as a construction process where people,
events, or places can be constructed to serve ideologies held by news outlets. A
representational element of news coverage marks the characteristic of news coverage:
a semiotic code that imposes values on what it represents. (Fowler, 1991) Therefore,
from a critical perspective, news is not just a report of events, but rather has a
functional role in shaping perceptions. This take into news reports is then suggestive
of potential bias. According to Van Dijk (2000), ideological bias centers around the
conception of the association between social groups. It presumes the boundary which
draws a separation between ‘Us’ and ‘Them’. It can be assumed that the “others” are
more prone to be represented negatively whilst the information regarding ‘us’ will be
positive. Van Dijk's (2000) conceptual framework for distinguishing ideology
amongst opposing parties is presented as ideological square. Emphasizing positive
elements about Us, highlighting negative elements about Them, highlighting negative
elements about Us, and downplaying positive elements about Them describe the four
guiding principles.

Representation of social actors

As news has constructive and discursive power through its representation,

social actors could be the key topic to the examination of news discourse: police

officers and protesters are the groups of focus in this study as they appear quite
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frequently and significantly in the news coverage, as suggested by collected data.
This research utilizes the concept of social actors proposed by Van Leeuwen’s (2008)
chapter “The representation of social actors” in Texts and Practices, which engages
an array of types of social actors under the principle of critical discourse analysis
(CDA), aiming at exploring how social actors within a collection of related categories
are represented.

According to data analysis, the present study engages the following
concepts in discussion: exclusion which includes suppression and backgrounding,
role allocation which includes activation and passivation, assimilation which covers
aggregation and collectivism, and functionalization.

The inclusion and exclusion of social actors in representations can be done
“to suit their interests and purposes in relation to the readers for whom they are
intended.” (Van Leeuwen, 2008, p.38) Social participants could be excluded in order
to spread a message. Exclusions appear in two different forms: suppression and
backgrounding. Backgrounding is less drastically implemented when social actors are
not identified as the explicit carriers of a given activity, but suppression is the radical
erasure of social players.

Role allocation describes who will play the part of the actor or the recipient
of that specific action, as denoted by the terms, “agent” and “patient,” respectively.
One could argue that representations involve both activation and passivation.
Passivation occurs when social actors carry out an activity or reap its benefits,
whereas activation is linked to factors that are dynamic in an activity.

Assimilation refers to when a person is depicted in a group which may be
further divided into collectivization and aggregation. Social actors, in terms of

aggregation, are viewed as statistics, serving the purpose of defending actions or
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regulating social customs by expressing the views of the majority of people in
conjunction with data obtained from polls, surveys, or research. “We” and
“community,” are examples of how collectivization is accomplished.

Functionalization refers to the activity that social actors engage in,
including their profession or role. Identification requires knowing who they are
forever. Classification, relational identification, and physical identification are three
further divisions that might be made.

It is to be noted that it can be challenging to discuss the entire set of
representations of social actors; nevertheless, the mentioned representations of social

actors were used in analyzing the data.

Research Methodology

Using corpora to study discourses

A corpus-based approach to discourse studies has seen widespread adoption
in the field of linguistics. It is frequently described as the union of qualitative and
quantitative paradigms in a broad sense. Corpus linguistics uses a huge database of
data to find representative samples of a language, demonstrating a close relationship
with statistics. Discourse analysis, on the other hand, dives deeper into the text,
exploring the meaning beyond just the individual sentences. This distinct
dissimilarity was stated by Leech (2000, p. 678-680, as cited in McEnery et al., 2006)
as “corpus linguistics is essentially quantitative; while DA focuses on the contents
expressed by language, corpus linguistics is interested in language per se” (p.111)

The study of news discourse and corpus data are complementary, as news is

the place where discourses are reproduced. Fairclough (2015, p. 45) explained that

“the effects of media power are cumulative, working through the repetition of
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particular ways of handling causality and agency, particular ways of positioning the
reader and so forth.” A corpus-assisted discourse analysis contributes to exploration
and discovery of patterns and messages hidden across a range of texts, which might
not be obviously found in a single text.

Several research studies on representations in news coverage relating to
protests have been conducted. One of the most popular corpus-based studies on the
protest movement is the representation of the Sunflower movement in Taiwan which
was presented differently by the two news outlets: The China Post and Taipei Times.
Brindle (2015). Collocates and concordances were the tools of analysis of the words
that appeared frequently in his study. Through the analysis of the collocate Taiwan,
The China Post depicted the protests negatively. For example, hurt Taiwan’s
economy was discovered in “the prolonged demonstration is likely to hurt Taiwan’s
economy, which only began to show improvement recently”. The protest was
represented negatively as it contributed to “a detrimental effect on the Taiwanese
economy”. The reason behind this contrast is attributed to the different values placed
on the democracy movement held by news outlets of Taipei Times and The China
Post.

Description of the corpus

There were two corpora created through which online news articles were
collected: Prachatai English Corpus (PCT) and Bangkok Post Corpus (BKP). The
collected pieces of news were categorized by folders and named with the publication
date and the headlines respectively. The period of data collection commenced on
October 2020 to March 2021. In terms of corpus size, Prachatai English corpus

(PCT) comprises 136 news articles, calculated as 115,812 tokens and 101,424 words.
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Bangkok Post corpus (BKP) comprises 364 news articles, as of 181,070 tokens and
160,382 words.

POLICE in Prachatai English (PCT) shows the frequency per millions of
6,604.40 calculated from the raw frequency of 769 while in Bangkok Post (BKP),
POLICE is calculated as the frequency per million of 7,516.43 from 1,361 as of the
raw frequency. PROTESTER in Prachatai English shows the frequency per million
of 4,438.23 calculated from the raw frequency of 514. In Bangkok Post (BKP),
PROTESTER has the frequency per million of 6,047 calculated from the raw
frequency of 1,095.

Data Collection Procedure

To illustrate the steps of data analysis, a wordlist was created in Sketch
Engine and POLICE had the highest instances per millions which was 7,516.43 in
BKP. The search term was POLICE in Sketch Engine. In the BKP, POLICE had
the frequently pre-modified collocate riot. The collocation riot police suggested that
POLICE was represented with the role they are engaged in referred to as
functionalization. Concordances of riot police were then further explored to observe
how they were represented. The concepts of social actors by Van Leeuwen’s (2008)
along with other discursive constructions were adopted in data analysis of POLICE

and PROTESTER.

Results
Representation of police in the Prachatai English corpus
The collocational analysis of POLICE in Prachatai English Corpus reveals

that POLICE was referred to as crowd control police, riot police, and riot control
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police. Through the lens of Van Leeuwen (2008), POLICE in PCT was then
functionalized with the type of task or job those police officers are associated with:
those who are present in the protest scene in order to control the crowd.

To further explore how POLICE is represented, concordance analysis of
crowd control police and riot control police was performed. It was discovered that
crowd control police were quantified and aggregated, presenting as a large group of
officers. Several illustrative examples include over 100 crowd control police, several
hundred crowd control police, and around three units of crowd control police.
Aggregation of crowd control police depicts POLICE as a large group of people in
force which adds to the portrayal of forceful entities.

In (1) and (2), crowd control police was described as a large aggregation of
people which “can be seen at every site” and “took control of Sam Yan intersection.”
Concordances (1) and (2) support the idea of a heavy group of forceful entities.

(1) A heavy presence of crowd control police could be seen at every site.
(2) At 17.45, several hundred crowd control police arrived at the scene and
took control of Sam Yan intersection.

Besides the image of POLICE as a large forceful group, the crowd control
police were activated as the obvious actors of a protest event in which they were also
portrayed with violent equipment. In (3), despite the format of media as live video,
the caption still shows tranches of crowd control police “carrying firearms”. The line,
furthermore, reveals a questioning tone implying that the action is contradictory to
the statement made by police authority. In (4), crowd control police was described as

having “some kind of gun” and was taking “control of the area” which adds to the
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negative portrayal of police as forceful and prone to present a danger to the

protesters.

3

4)

Live footage of crowd control police carrying firearms contradicts a
statement by Pol Lt Gen Phukphong Phongpetra, the Metropolitan Police
Chief, that the police did not use tear gas or rubber bullets against protesters
on 13 February.

In live footage from Prachatai (at around 02.05.38), crowd control police
officers can be seen carrying some kind of gun while taking control of the
area in front of the Supreme Court at around 21.20 on 13 February.

Two instances in which riot control police and riot control police were

modified with aggregates and numerates were found: “around 200-300” and “units

of” as in (5) and (6).

&)
(6)

There were also around 200-300 riot police stationed behind the containers
At 19.00, units of riot control police were seen behind barriers and razor
wire near Sanam Luang.

Concordance analysis of riot police shows a negative portrayal of POLICE

as a foregrounded and violent actor. According to Van Leeuwen (2008),

foregrounding refers to the process in which the actor is described as prominent in a

situation. In (5), the riot police was reported carrying out a number of violent acts of

shooting, pushing, kicking, and beating with batons.

(7

Sainam said that he was shot by a rubber bullet as he was helping another
protester up, and that the riot police then pushed him to the ground, kicked
him, and beat him with batons.

The representation of POLICE in Prachatai English Corpus shows that

crowd control police and riot police were modified and aggregated with numbers
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several times. A closer study of concordances showed that the Prachatai English
outlet tended to numericize and aggregate crowd control police as evidenced by 6 out
of 17 concordances. Regarding violent representation, 3 out of 7 concordances were
discovered. According to the available data, the representation of crowd control
police is suggestive of a negative portrayal. Therefore, the outlet emphasized the
negative side of police.

Representation of police in the Bangkok Post corpus

The image of POLICE in BKP, however, was differently produced. The
frequent modifiers of POLICE include riot, national, Bangkok, Chana Songkhram.
The collocate national constitutes the national police chief that is the official rank of
police officers. This was rarely found in the PCT.

Comparable to the PCT corpus, the use of numeratives and aggregation was
also found in BKP corpus where crowd control police was modified with numerical
modifiers, such as “15 companies”, “about 450”, or “two companies of”. The striking
difference is, however, there were no weaponized items involved.

The occurrence of the national police chief in the BKP corpus is of
importance as it shifted the attention of action inherent in protest events to another
event of a press conference. According to Van Leeuwen’s social actor (2008), the
modifier is a type of denominating POLICE with honorifics. In addition to this, the
role of POLICE is not highlighted with violent actions comparable to that present in
PCT. In (8), for example, the police authority, “national police chief Pol Gen Suwat
Jangyodsuk” defended that the action was not meant to cause harm against protesters.
The concordance (9) also supported the positive representation of POLICE as they

were asked to follow the measures.
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(8) MNational police chief Pol Gen Suwat Jangyodsuk said police actions were
not intended to disperse the protesters but to arrest those who physically
assaulted an officer.

(9) “Riot police have been instructed to strictly follow crowd-control measures
and not to take any excessive action that is beyond the scope of the law,” he
[Pol Lt Gen Pakapong] said.

It can be seen that the act of POLICE is subsumed and backgrounded to
police actions and it can be inferred that the action occurred because the protesters
initiated the action first, as “those who physically assaulted an officer” There are also
many cases in which the police were implied as the receiver of the action when
exploring the collocation riot police (132.55 i.p.m.). The numeratives were also then
found but the representation of riot police in BKP differs from that of PCT. POLICE
was passivated or received the action. In (10), the riot police were described as those
who faced “metal bolts”, “glass marbles”, and “oil paints”. In a similar way, riot
police in (11) were attacked by protestors who “threw smoke bombs and bags of
paint”.

(10) Demonstrators also used slingshots to fire metal bolts and glass marbles
at riot police, and splashed oil paint on officers’ faces, which caused
irritation to their mouths and eyes.

(11) Protesters then threw smoke bombs and bags of paint towards rows of riot
police on the other side.

According to data analysis in both corpora, it can be observed that unlike
the representation of POLICE in PCT corpus, BKP corpus tends to represent

POLICE in a less negative light. Using the ideological square, the negative quality
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of POLICE was undermined by verbal defense of the national police chief
authorities, along with the seemingly passivated role of POLICE in relation to more
aggressive protesters.
Representation of protester in Prachatai English corpus

The marked representation of PROTESTER in PCT is how the protesters
were dominantly referred to as pro-democracy protester in which the relative
frequency for pro-democracy protesters is 327.28 i.p.m.. This contributes to the
portrayal of PROTESTER as the supporter for democracy. The protest movement
was regarded as a struggle for democracy. It can be confirmed as there was reference
to the gender movement of LGBTQs as well as in one of the headlines: “Thai
LGBTQs and pro-democracy protesters march for equality.” Therefore, the inclusion
of subjects with gender equality reflects the viewpoint that Prachatai English outlet
seems to place the protest as a movement towards the principle of democracy.

Another collocation which sparks interest is peaceful protester (34.54
i.p.m.) in Prachatai English corpus. This paints a positive image of PROTESTER.
Analysis of concordances support the positive portrayal of PROTESTER while
highlighting the negative representation of POLICE. In (12), the collocation of
peaceful protesters was an object of the action, “use of force on”. This highlights the
hostile relationship between the protesters and the police, as the police used force
against peaceful protesters. In addition to the descriptive element of peace,
PROTESTER was also described as unarmed protesters which yielded similar
representation of protesters being peaceful. The phrases “the use of water cannons
against and unarmed protesters” in (13) and “treating unarmed protesters” with such

99 <.

equipment as “chemical-laced salvos from water cannons,” “tear gas,” and “rubber

bullets.” in (14) exemplify the unpleasant images of POLICE.
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(12) “She also mentioned that one of her upperclass men was also arrested, and
that the authorities has yet to explain their use of force on peaceful
protesters and what chemical was used in the water”

(13) She said that the state seems to have learned nothing, as the use of water
cannons against unarmed protesters is an excessive use of force and that
some of the officers themselves also got hit with the water cannons.

(14) However, the Thai government has “imposed excessive restrictions”
against peaceful protest as well as treating unarmed protesters with
chemical-laced salvos from water cannons, tear gas, and rubber bullets

The analysis of the data in PCT revealed that the Prachatai English outlet
tended to shed positive light upon the PROTESTER by representing them as a
group fighting for democracy, and were those receiving violent acts from their
counterpart POLICE. This adheres to the idea of highlighting the negative things of
the other group while emphasizing the good things of PROTESTER.

Representation of protester in Bangkok Post corpus

The representation of PROTESTER in BKP differs greatly from that of
PCT. The protester, according to the BKP corpus data, was referred to the most as
anti-government protesters. This reflects the perspective of the Bangkok Post news
outlet to the protest as calling for the change of government. However, the
collocation pro-democracy protester was also found. Closer examination of the
collocation shows a different portrayal of pro-democracy protester. It can be clearly
seen that the pro-democracy protester was regarded as those who “vandalized police
property” in (15) and the protest held by them “turned violent” (16). This creates an

image of violent protesters.
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(15

(16)

Pol Col Siriwat Deepor, a deputy police spokesman, said on Thursday
police would press charges against pro-democracy protesters who
vandalized police property during their rally near Ratchaprasong
intersection on Wednesday evening.

A rally by pro-democracy protesters outside the 1st Infantry Regiment
in Bangkok turned violent on Sunday as police fired rubber bullets,
water cannons and tear gas at demonstrators trying to approach the

barracks.

In the BKP corpus, the analysis of anti-government protesters reveals

significant information: the association to the monarchy. The protesters were tied to

the issue of the monarchy, as found in the allegation of 1ése-majesté and defamation

to the royal institution. In (17), protesters were involved with the royalty as it implied

by “an attempt to politicize the higher institution.” In (18), the anti-government

protesters’ action was regarded as “disrespectful”.

amn

(18)

Mr. Jatuporn, who has always advised the anti-government protesters
against any attempt to politicize the higher institution, said early this
week it was ill conceived to stage a protest so close to the anniversary
of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej The Great's death on Oct
13.

The group submitted a petition to army chief Apirat Kongsompong
asking him to look into disrespectful behavior by anti-government

protesters to the monarchy.

The involvement of royal institutions found in BKP can be argued, in

relation to ideological square, as highlighting negative aspects of anti-government

protesters. The group can be said to be touching upon the untouchable taboo subject
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of the monarchy. This is because a large number of Thai citizens pay homage to the
monarchy. Used as a tool to press charges against the protesters, royal defamation
law, lese-majesté, opens further discussion of the freedom of speech. That is to say,
beyond cultural implication, the law itself has been questioned by protesters as a
violation of freedom of speech. This issue has been widely discussed, not only
domestically but also internationally. Freedom House targeted the restrictions faced
by pro-democracy protest movement as shown below:

“Thailand has a vibrant civil society, but groups

focused on defending human rights and freedom of

expression, and promoting democracy, continue to face

restrictions, criminalization, and prosecution, including under

sedition and lese majesté laws.” (Thailand: Freedom in the

world 2022 country report.)

In addition, analysis of anti-government protester reveals a significant
message of defending the police authorities which resonates with the idea discovered
in the analysis of riot police, which affirms that live bullets were not used in the
scene as in (19). The action of police in (20) was described as ‘security measures’
which could potentially blur the image of violent acts.

(19) Earlier in the day, Pol Maj Gen Yingyos Thepchamnong, spokesman
for the Royal Thai Police, dismissed a rumor spreading among the
anti-government protesters that the police were considering using live
bullets to kill them.

(20) Pol Lt Gen Pakkapong Pongpetra, commissioner of the Metropolitan

Police Bureau (MPB), said that police had come up with security
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measures to handle anti-government protesters when they gather in
front of the court on Wednesday.
It can be seen that pro-democracy protesters as presented in PCT corpus
were mainly viewed in association with royal defamation and this reinforces a
positive portrayal of the social actor POLICE. Analysis of anti-goverment
protesters also shows how the lexical choices could play a role in diminishing the
action as implied by the use of “security measures” and “rumor”.
Representation of PROTESTER in both corpora was obviously different.
The positive aspect of PROTESTER was emphasized in the PCT, while the negative

side of PROTESTER was highlighted in the BKP.

Discussion

Collocational analysis and a closer look into concordances from the corpus
data of PCT and BKP inform that the representation of social actors POLICE and
PROTESTER differs greatly in many ways.

POLICE in PCT was represented as a forceful and armed aggregation of
officers heavily present in the protest scene. On the other hand, BKP, according to
the collected data, opted to shift the focus of the event to the verbal defense made by
high-ranking police officers expressing the idea that hardly any weapons were
utilized. The role of riot police was to fulfill security purposes.

PROTESTER, in PCT, was viewed as those who fight for democracy as
suggested by the functionalized modifier of pro-democracy and was the subject of

violent acts initiated by the police officers’ side. BKP, however, named the protesters
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as anti-government and presented them as those who were the violent starter of the
actions.

Both Prachatai English and Bangkok Post’s incongruously constructed
depictions of POLICE and PROTESTER help to support the idea that news
coverage acts as a platform for debated ideas and ideologies. Additionally, it may be
claimed that the ideologies represented by two news outlets differ. The target
audience for Prachatai English can be claimed to be those who support the anti-
government movement. Bangkok Post, on the contrary, aims to reach readers who
might disagree with the movement. The reasons behind divergent representations
were discovered and explained through the prism of an ideological square that
centers on the interaction between groups: those who are different from “us’ are more
likely to be portrayed unfavorably. This concept facilitates the explanation why PCT
placed more attention on the negative aspects of police behavior, whereas BKP
downplays bad aspects by defending police conduct.

The results of this research were in similar direction as that of the cited
Bridle’s (2015) study on the Sunflower Student Movement. Ideological incongruence
was found when social actors were depicted as in response to the interests of news
outlets, which show inclination of support towards the people or the government. It is
worth mentioning that news outlets in previous researches were impacted by external
forces, such as the influence of China, which is not the same as the situation in
Thailand. This research mainly dealt with the news media present in Thailand,

showing results that contrasting ideologies persist even within the same community.
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Recommendations
Implications

By applying the results of the study to the context of news reading, critical
thinking ability of readers are to be encouraged. Besides passively gaining
information directly from the news outlet, an awareness of the potential bias and
representation which are adhered in news helps readers in evaluating the truth of a
text. Another important implication is that the adoption of a corpus tool can disclose
language patterns especially with regards to collocations. More essentially, the
coexistence of two-words can yield more meaningfulness beyond the use of
frequently used words. Applying the results to the context of language learning,
learners can realize the implications or lexical choices, as exemplified by pro-
democracy or anti-government protestors. Both collocations can refer to the same
group of people but with different connotative meanings. Another pedagogical
implication relates to encouraging the instruction of not only evaluative but also
literal meaning. Besides uncovering bias in news, this study aims at fostering readers’
critical thinking skills.

Further studies

In future research, a variety of news types could be supplemented to give
more insightful details on the representations of the social actors. More news pieces
can be collected. The corpus size of both corpora can be expanded to result in both
confirmation and refutation of the main representation of the social actor. To provide
a wide variety of perspectives from the international presses. International news
outlets as BBC or CNN can be used to unveil the ideologies pertaining to that

particular culture.
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Normalized frequency is used in this research to explore frequent social
actors, specifically in the corpora. To study the representations of social
actors globally further, a reference corpus such as the NOW Corpus (News on the
Web), which targets at a web-based newspapers and magazines, could be utilized. A
comparative study of a built corpus which is highly specialized to the more general

corpus may provide compelling findings.
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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to investigate factors affecting forest
restoration at Pon watershed area. A questionnaire was used to collect data from 187
samples. Data were analyzed using multiple linear regression model. Eleven
independent variables included sex, job, tribe, income, information, member,
officers, distance, position, water source, and usable wood. Dependent variables
consisted of people’s participation in forest conservation and restoration activities.
The results showed that positive factors were officers and usable wood while an
information was regarded as a negative factor. Government officers had supported
and promoted forest conservation and reforestation operation, this increased
understanding and cooperation between government and community. Nevertheless,
sharing and receiving misinformation or false facts could create misunderstanding
and confusion, and lead to the opposite direction of forest conservation and
reforestation participation. Therefore, agencies responsible in promoting the
conservation and restoration of watershed forests could apply knowledge in area
management. However, the management should be suitable for specific forest area.
Promoting reforestation with native tree species suitable for specific conditions of the
area enhanced the survival rate of planted trees because villagers have gained
benefits form these tree species. This will lead to effective forest conservation and

reforestation at the watershed forest area.
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Adjusted Std. Error of the
Model R R Square
R Square Estimate
1 .955° 912 .906 2.41206

Predictors: (Constant), GEN, JOB, TRIB, INC, MEMB, STAFF, DIST, ROLE,
WATER, FOR, NEWS

AN 4

MINATILHANUUTYTINNIAEGI (ANOVA)

ANOVA'
Mean
Model Sum of Squares df Square F Sig.
Regression 8612.784 11 782980 134.579 000
1
Residual 826.158 142 5.818

Total 9438.942 153
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MIAUATIEHANUDADDUWINY AW (Multiple Linear Regression)

Unstandardized Standardized

Coefficients Coefficients
Model t Sig.

Std.
B Beta
Error

A1A99 (Constant) 492 1.485 332 741
1N (GEN) -287 394 -018 -729 467
91%¥W (JOB) -.095 101 -.028 -939 349
1IN (TRIB) -.104 156 -017 -.666 506
51818 (INC) -019 155 -.003 -125 901
417815 (NEWS) -.501 242 -.053 2,066 041
au1%n (MEMB) 071 303 .006 235 814
13111719 (STAFF) 1.833 795 .060 2306 .023
5582114 (DIST) 572 337 050 1.696 092
YN (ROLE) -283 450 -018 -.628 531
U¥adu1 (WATER) -340 547 -016 -.621 535
1 1Feros (FOR) 3.057 105 921 31136 .000
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Abstract

Water is an essential resource for living. This article aimed to analyze a
plan on water resource management in Thailand. The Bacchi concept was applied to
analyze the data towards the master plan on water resource management in 20 years
(from 2561-2580 B.E.), the Water Act B.E. 2561, and other related documents. The
finding showed that the management of water resources was not well-organized. This
plan revealed a concept of Thai state hegemony. Although there was an attempt of
integrative flow for the management, some previous obstacles had still concealed,
such as requests of compensation from an impact in the past, problems on household
economy, problems on food for women, children, and the elderly. Besides there were
other impacts from the plan —the variety of limitations like public participation,
regulations for affected ones during the emergency. The plan on water resource
management had been set for 20-year operation and the power was centralized by the
Thai state. Meanwhile, any transformation has thoroughly been proceeded like
political transformation, an issue of good governance, and an extreme increase of
climate change. These became the challenge factors to amend the plan to fit into

different periods.

Keywords: hegemony, Mun River, water management, Water Resources Act B.E.

2561 (2018)
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Abstract

Thailand’s northeastern region was located in the inner land of mainland
Southeast Asia, considered a transcontinental region connected from the east coast
and west coast of mainland Southeast Asia before the 19th century. However, there is
no evidence of the permanent community established in the Northeastern region until
the 19" century that the Thai government needed to survive colonial expansion, Thai
government to reform its polity for global economic integration, such as economic
reform for all countries as well as train networks to serve the recent development.
This encouraged the Chinese people to establish a permanent community in
Northeastern Thailand. The foreign treaty with the major powers encouraged the
transformed Chinese sojourner to become of the regional development. Some have
argued that the Chinese community emerged because of the railway, based on this
research it emerged before the time of the development of the railways in Isan. This
paper examines the role of modernization policy to encourage the emergence of the

Chinese community in Ubon Ratchathani before the construction of the railways,
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this research is based on historical evidence as well as collective memories to find the

origin of the community.

Keywords: Chinese migration, Chinese community, international politics,

railways

Introduction

A huge Chinese population migration to Southeast Asia occurred during the
early 19" century, due the global situation as well as the political instability in China
forced many Chinese to find a new place to escape from their miserable life. In the
19" century China was under imposed by the wars with Western powers and present
rebellions caught China along with the significantly increasing population, especially
in Fujian and Guang Dong. Facing an inhospitable hilly interior and land shortage.
Moreover, the natural disorder, such as floods and droughts in the area resulting from
famine and massive death, the situation in Guangdong and Fujian was under disorder
resulting in a population exodus from the homeland into a new home. Indeed, the
Chinese migration to Thailand occurred before the 19th century, and they settled as a
community that played a great role not only in economic growth but also in the
political sphere, especially in Siam at that time. Nevertheless, the largest Chinese
migration from Southern China heavily occurred during the late 19". The expansion
of the Chinese community in Thailand was related to the modernization of the
Siamese government, indeed, they needed manpower to create a mega project
infrastructure which was the train to connect the capital city with the regional

economy, which caused the expansion deeper into the land (Coste, 2006).
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In 1855, Siam made an attempt to integrate into the global capitalist
economy. Causing the consecutive change not only political economy but also social
level. The Siamese economy became under European imperialism that control all
aspects of the world economy through their industries and trade. Theoretically
speaking, the early Chinese community settlement was concentrated in central and
Southern Thailand due to accessibility from the sea as well as riverways, and the train
was another factor that energized the expansion of the Chinese community in the
inland part of Thailand, especially Northeastern Thailand. However, Ubon
Ratchathani was an exceptional case because there was evidence that proved the
existence of the Chinese community before the construction of the railway networks
in 1930. This research argues that Ubon Ratchathani considered how what are the
factors that involved the Chinese migration process in the Ubon Rachathani
community before the railway's network reached. The first part will bring us to
understand the Chinese migration theories. Following how the Chinese community

emerge in Northeastern Thailand.

Objective

1. To answer the development of Ubon Ratchatani’s Chinese Community
through Siamese new economic integration.

2. To argue how international politics impact the immigration of the local

and Chinese communities.

Overview of Chinese immigration in Thailand
Chinese migration into Southeast Asia, specifically Thailand, was primarily

driven by official and private trade relationships. Most Chinese migrants came from
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port cities in Southern China, like Guangdong and Fujian. There are two definitions
of migration and migrants. The first relates to labor needs during the industrial
revolution and the second involves government-controlled immigration policies. In
the past, migration often led to assimilation, while modern nation-states focused on
categorizing and regulating newcomers. The impact of political ideologies on host
countries introduces the concept of sojourning, which refers to temporary residence
with the intention to return home. The Chinese norms surrounding sojourning differ
significantly from those of modern nation-states when examining emigration and the
actions of overseas Chinese (Wang Guang Wu, 2000, p. 39).

Exploration of Overseas Chinese already become a global issue, and it
always raising new theoretical problems and empirical challenges, there are many
studies to answer the pattern of Chinese immigration into other regions, especially in
Southeast Asia. The most immediate response is the reason why the Chinese people
migrated to Southeast Asia because of the trade opportunity. Nevertheless, the
sentiment of Chinese migration obtainable by the words Yimin (moved people),
which concerns the movement of people to border areas to secure the frontier or
those from areas of agricultural failure to place where more abundance in terms of
food (Wang Guangwu, 2000). They can do cultivation. Followed by liumin
(dispersed people), the movement of refugees that were impacted by the war, natural
disasters, and food famine. And nanmin (refugee) is the flight of exiles for a host of
reasons, including rebels, criminals, and other fugitives from the law. These are the
three common migration patterns that energized the Chinese to move overseas. In the
late 19" century, the migration filled the more thinly populated areas, the uplands,
and the marshy dwelt district on the coast. Also, he argues that another factor that is

not concerned with the problematic issue in mainland China but also an official
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mission, such as the religious pilgrims who sought out holy tasks after their mission
has been completed. Similarly, merchants who traded overseas would have made
regular journeys on return trio each following the monsoon due to their Chinese junk
relying on the wind.

Tributary and private trade also caused Chinese immigration to Southeast
Asia. Southeast Asia ancient kingdoms desired to sell tin, spices, and varieties of
forest merchandise with a high profit. They also sought to import Chinese luxury
products such as ceramics, tea, and silk, which represent a status symbol, as well as
other metals. Asian rulers sent a mission called Jin Gong (7;& &) as a tributary and
diplomatic mission considered the procedure of official recognition of the kingdoms
under the Sino-economic system which dominated Southeast Asia before the 19"
century. On the other hand, the Chinese saw tributary relations as a political
acknowledgment of Chinese hegemony rather than commerce (SNG & Bisalputra,
2015).

The migrated Chinese people could be categorized into two main types; the
old Chinse and the new Chinese. For the old Chinese who migrated to Southeast
Asia. The old Chinese could be described into four waves. The first wave was the
Chinese merchant who settled down in the port cities in Southern Thailand, for
example, Surat Thani, Nakorn Srithamarat, and Pattani. They possibly migrated since
the Tang dynasty because there were some accounts from Chinese pilgrims who
recorded the existence of the Chinese community in Southern Thailand and nearby
ancient kingdoms in the Malay peninsula. The second wave was the Chinese people
who settle down in Ayutthaya, the political and economic center of Siam. They have
successfully transformed themselves from sojourners to high court ranking officers.

They served as royal servants who were responsible for the Eastern Sea trade for the
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Siamese court. The third wave was the Chinese who migrated to Siam after the fall of
Ayutthaya in 1767 A.D. until 1868 A.D., most of them were Southern Teochew
Chinese who migrated to Thailand because the Teochew Chinese King Taksin (King
Thonburi) whose ancestry was Teochew Chinese. And the fourth group were the
Chinese who migrated during the reign of King Chulalongkorn (1868 A.D.-1910
A.D.), which was the age of modernization. In order to modernize the country, many
infrastructures were constructed with a massive labor force, and the Chinese were the
main manpower. These four waves were considered the old Chinese. Meanwhile, the
fifth wave migrated after King Vajiravudh (1910 A.D.-1925 A.D.), China faced a
turning point under the Xinhai revolution (f?:‘ ?\Z E /HLW\) in 1912 A.D. that spread
the idea of nationalism as well as liberal democracy among the Chinese. The new
Chinese created concern for the Siamese government due to ideological conflict.
Therefore, the fifth wave initiated strict migration control more than any other waves.
With the strong new identity along with liberal ideology, the new Chinese immigrant
became more distinguishing than the earlier four waves. (Burusratanaphand, 1995)
Skinner (1957) illustrated the old Chinese identity in his writing, they
earned respect from the local Thai people, since the heyday of the Ayutthaya
Kingdom (1353 A.D. -1767 A.D.), they were able to penetrate Thai elite society and
became part of the political power. Once they have migrated and settled down in the
new homeland, their identity also begins to be assimilated and live in harmony with
the Thai people. They had developed their social status equivalent to Thai elite
families. While the old Chinese successfully assimilated into Thai elite society and
were considered as Thai elite families, the new Chinese were not accepted due to the
newly introduced nationalism concept which contradicted with Thai national identity

that dominated under a monarchy. They had been questioning their loyalty from both
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the Thai and the old Chinese because they were viewed as the sojourner who only
sought prestige and wealth back to their homeland. Nevertheless, the new Chinese
managed to adapt to Thai society but with a sense of distrust from Thai society. For
instance, the new established government in China also utilized oversea Chinese to
support their new political regime in world politics.

Bringing up the rear, explaining the development of Chinese society in
Thailand, it could not be described in the case study of the Chinese community in
Northeast Thailand because they were isolated from central Thailand. The
explanations could not cover all the arguments that occurred in Northeastern
Thailand. According to research, it had shown that the Chinese migration was not
initiated after the railway Korat Railways line was constructed pattern but occurred

earlier.

Conceptual Framework and conceptual framework

This research was based on qualitative research to understand how people
experienced the world. While there were many approaches to qualitative research,
they tended to be flexible and focused on retaining rich meaning when interpreting
data.

1) Observations: recorded what you had seen, heard, or encountered in
detailed field notes. 2) Interviews: personally asked people questions in one-on-one
conversations to gather oral history information. 3) Documented research from
official records from Thailand National Archive and the memoir that described the
past related to the research focus. 4) Observation in the research site, and 5)

Triangulation solution for checking consistency with other sources.
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Methodology and research design

This research was based on qualitative research to understand how people
experienced the world. While there were many approaches to qualitative research,
they tended to be flexible and focused on retaining rich meaning when interpreting
data.1) Observations: recorded what you had seen, heard, or encountered in detailed
field notes. 2)Interviews: personally asked people questions in one-on-one
conversations to gather oral history information. 3) Documented research from
official records from Thailand National Archive and the memoir that described the
past related to the research focus. 4) Observation in the research site, and

5) Triangulation solution for checking consistency with other sources.

Area Scope
This research article focuses on the Ubon Ratchathani old town areas,
interviewing the Overseas Chinese community who shared oral history within the

area located in Mueang District, Ubon Ratchathani University.

Results
The Emergence of Chinese Community in Isan.

Based on primary sources and secondary source cross-checking with
Triangulation solution. Railways construction is usually seen as the very first modern
massive transportation that supports the flow of commodities and people movement
only, but it also could be considered for a political purpose as well due to the new
policy associated with the world situation. The improvement of railways
transportation encouraged Chinese people to expand the community into the inner

land region for a new opportunity for life improvement. The Chinese existed in the
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Northeastern region and could be traced back to the 17" century, they discovered the
Chinese activities through caravan trade and river trading from China to Luang
Phrabang. Yoshiki Mozuhawa confirmed that hill zones near Laos and Cambodia in
the modern day, there were Chinese brought goods in exchange with gold and other
goods from Mon-Khmer speaking tribes. However, there is no evidence that proved

the Chinese settlements in Isan before the 19" century (Mozuhawa, 2002).

Figure 1

The Old Land Trade Route Connected to the Sea before 1 9" Century Source: Mitrearth

Finariond

Railways were built in French Indochina and Thailand to achieve economic
and political goals. The railways in French Indochina were built to expand European

powers' interests in China and to enable transportation to Yunnan. Instead of the rich
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Chaophraya basin, Thailand's first state railway, the Khorat line, climbed the Dong
Phayaten Mountains to the Khorat plateau. The railways had both commercial and
military goals, as the Thai government was anxious about French development in
Indochina. In 1888, the French took advantage of political upheaval in Bangkok to
annexe the province, resulting in violent confrontations with Thailand. The Khorat
line was built to fight French political objectives and safeguard the conflict region by
allowing military soldiers and arms to be transported. The fundamental motivation
for the line 's primary motivation was to protect Thailand's state security from
colonial expansion. (Kakizaki, 2012)

Nevertheless, railway construction projects also lead to the improvement of
transportation and serve trade activity. Originally Isan was considered a faraway
region, during the rainy season, the Northeastern became ‘Further’ region from
Bangkok, and the only way to reach the Northeast region was through land
transportation and river networks. In the dry season, Mun and Chi river as the speed
of rowing boats slowed down and steamer could only navigate with limited certain
parts of the river not available to all. Meanwhile, the overland transportation that
always relies on caravan trade that used buffaloes were delayed due to wet conditions
during rainy season. This made the Northeastern region isolated during the weather
condition. When the train was introduced, time distance from Bangkok to
Northeastern was reduced were shorten from 14 days from Bangkok to a single day.
Since train was introduced in Northeastern Region it has greatly reduced time-
distances (Kakizaki, 2012).

The Khorat line railway facilitated the transportation of various
commodities, bringing significant changes to the Northeastern region. Previously,

goods were exchanged between villages through a cottage industry and caravans that
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transported items such as salt, pottery, ore, textiles, and forest goods. With the advent
of the railway, new commodities like rice, pigs, and wood saw a noticeable increase
in flow. Rice, in particular, became a crucial export product after the country opened
up in 1855, but the overland trade posed challenges for transporting these goods from
Bangkok. The railway reduced transportation costs, making it economically viable to
export rice from Khorat via Bangkok. This resulted in a substantial increase in rice
transported along the Khorat line, exceeding 100,000 tons in 1905 and reaching
200,000-300,000 tons per year from 1909 onwards (Teerasasawat, 2008).

Before the railways, rice could be transported by water, the shipment of
pigs only started with railways. Chinese people who raised pigs satisfied market
demand by living close to their markets, in cities such as Bangkok. When the
railways developed in the Northeastern region, raise pigs’ industry become more
popular in Isan as the main exportation site to major cities, while the rice industry in
Northeastern Thailand significantly increased because of the railways development.
The Chinese people see the opportunity for economic prosperity in the so-called
faraway land due to the railways development (Teerasasawat, 2008).

The rise of the Northeastern rice milling sector was affected by changes in
trade policies in mainland Southeast Asia. Global price increases, as well as events
such as the Second Anglo-Burmese War and the French annexation of Saigon,
offered up new trading prospects in the 1850s. In 1855, Siam's King Mongkut
relaxed trade regulations, allowing the official export of rice. The French
consolidated their grip on Indochina, including Cambodia and Cochin China. Due to
these reforms, which resulted in free rice trading and higher prices, the Chinese in the

Northeastern region transitioned from transient traders to industry owners. The
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changing international politics provided an opportunity for them to transform.
(Owen, 1971, p. 86).

Ubon Rachatani was considered as a very important strategic-location, it
was located not far from the Mekhong river, the mother of river in Southeast Asia
and connected with Chi and Mun rivers that allows Ubon Rachatani to contact with
other mainland settlements. Since the economic reform in 1855 as well as political
reform in 1884, Chinese people see it as opportunities for prosperity due to the
economic reform that gradually rising in the Northeastern area, Chinese people
transform themselves into a middleman who brought goods from Bangkok to the
Northeastern region and gathered products from the northeastern region to Bangkok
in the same time. Thus, this encourages Chinese people to move deeper far from the
sea and become the overland Chinese.

The trail of the Chinese Community in Ubon Ratchathani before the railways
construction in 1930

In the record of travel in Travels Northeast Thailand’s Economy in 1883-
1884, he illustrates the permanent Chinese community in Ubon city that is concerned
with the trade activity. This describing while the French exploration during the
colonial expansion on the right side of the Mekhong River, he mentioned about the
Chinese trade activity that described the China town as a Chinese shop in front of the
governor’s residence where located near Wat Luang temple in the middle of the city,
there were only a few remained early Chinese shop house along the road. Nowadays,
this road where the China town located was known as Thanon Luang (the royal
street) that refers to a road that connects with the royal palace. At the end of the
Thanon Luang street lie down to the river bank, the Ubon Chinese people called this

particular place as “Guangdong Port” which refer to the Chinese port where
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considered as the trade port for the Chinese people for import and export the goods
from other regions and delivered to be sold at the Talad Yai market (the Central
Market) not far from the port.

Within the same area, the Buddha Gong shrine where enshrine the local
Chinese deity called Ben Tou Gong (A 3LE) , who considered the deity of the
community for the Chinese community crafted with local folk art enshrined traced
back to king Rama V located not far from mentioned places. The shrine also served
educational institution section for the local Chinese to teach the Chinese language it
was so called Zheng Meng Chinese school (#5%) before it was relocated and
elevated into Hua Qiao Gong Huk (447 /2%) the first official Chinese school in
Ubon city in the 1930s. Thus, it considered the tangible historical elements, it proved
that this area is considered the first Chinatown in Ubon city (Aymonie, 2000).

Archaeological evidence suggests that the Chinese community was present
in Ubon Ratchathani prior to the completion of the railway in 1930. Examples
include Sino-Vietnamese stucco architecture at Wat Supattaram and Chinese people
shown in mural paintings at Wat Na Kwali, both of which date from the late
nineteenth century. Furthermore, the Chinese contributed to Buddhism in Ubon
Ratchathani by renovating temples and donating Buddhist books to local temples.
Figures 2-3
(Left) The Ben Tou Gong Shrine before the Renovation in 2015/ (Right) The Oldest

Ben Tou Gong Figure Built with the Ubon Folk Art
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Figures 4-5

(Left) the Buddhist Lacquer Cabinet Written in Thai Refer to the Chinese Donator
(Source: Pakorn Pukahuta)

(Right) the Chinese Figure Appeared on the Mural Painting at Wat Na Kwai, Ubon

Ratchatani

The archaeological evidences also can prove the Chinese settlement in
Ubon from the role on Buddhism's main supporter from several royal temples in
Ubon city that could be shown in artifacts and memoirs this has proven that the
Chinese were not only settled but also blend in the local society to the religious
institution, such as, temple furniture donation or temple restoration this could be
founded from the list of the donator in each temple. In return the temple allowed
them to enshrine their ancestral remains in the temple as represent the great
supporter.There are many Chinese tombs mixed with local architecture scattered all

over the temples that the Chinese families devoted.
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The Rice trade before the railways

Ubon Ratchathani situated near to Mekong River, it appears to have the
Chinese community 30 years before the railway from Bangkok to Korat line was
constructed to connect Bangkok and the Northeastern region. Ubon Ratchathani is
considered a natural Riverlands comprised of the Mun River and Chi River that
collided with the longest river in Mainland Southeast Asia. The significance of
geographical of Ubon city could be divided into 2 types: the area fertility including
water, rice, salt that is able to feed the community for further expansion. Ubon
Ratchathani connected with other settlements with the river networks, natural
resources, and culture outside from the area were flown to Ubon city. Thus, the
importance of the geographical location allow Ubon to transform into the regional
trade center after an official establishment in 1792 (Chaiyapanichaya, 2012).

Besides, Mekhong river, the blood vain of mainland southeast Asia, there
were many important river networks pass through Ubon city, for example, Chi River,
Xe Bok, Xe Bai, Lum Dom Yai, Lum Dom Noi all of these rivers will collide with
Mun river before it flow into Mekhong, so it facilitates trade activity in Champasak.
According to a French report in the late 19" century, the salt merchants carried goods
to be sold in Champasak through the Mekhong river. While Mekhong river facilitates
trade activity on the left side of the Mekhon river, the Mun river and Chi river enable
land trade for Kula Longhai plain connected other minor cities. (Chaiwanichaya,
2012). Furthermore, the natural landscape of Ubon is the river basin and upland
allows rice growing community to be developed as well as other forest goods.
Although, other minor cities in the northeastern region could not further develop
because due to the rainy season, floods spread out several cities. Indeed, there were

many minor cities established far from the river bank in which will affect the food
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production during the dry season along with trade activity through caravan trade.
Unlike Ubon city, it situated on the upland beside the Mun river, Ubon city became
more prosperous because the geographical location allowed Ubon to continuously
developed. Thus, with the geographical where Ubon city is located, Ubon attracted
Chinese sojourners to establish their community in Ubon Ratchathani
(Chaiwanichaya, 2012). The survey data from Etienne Aymonier showed the image
of Ubon city in the settlement area. He was a French surveyor who was in Ubon from
the 2nd to the 24th of December, 1883. He described the city structure and ethnic
makeup at that time. The Khum, or residence of the Chau (local ruler) in the center of
the city, was surrounded by a brick wall. Opposite this wall, several Chinese shops
had displays of fabric, crockery, safflower, and other items.

There were historical records witness the land trade activities evidences
proved how geographical location facilitated land trade network in the Northeastern
region in 1886 : ...On a small boat, Nai Kum reported an incident with a Chinese
trader named Heng Pu. Heng Pu's caravan was ambushed by 20 armed bandits
between Som village and Tacharng pier while going from Nakorn Rachasima (Korat)
to Ubon Ratchathani for trade. Heng Pu and his soldiers were shot, and Heng Pu
died instantly. The thieves grabbed rhino horns, ivory, silks, and money, but they left
behind pelts and other horns. This episode, along with earlier attacks on caravans
and Chinese businessmen, instilled dread and discouraged visitors from visiting
Ubon. However, there were still 500 buffalo carts loaded with products in Ubon
city... (Thailand National Archive KR5 M/59)

Furthermore, Ubon city was the center for the rice trade in Northern Isan where
rice could be transported from Pibul Mangsahan city, the city had been served of rice

production. Since Siam (Thailand) signed the Bowring treaty with Great Britain in
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1855, the country achieved commercial and political opened up Siam to Western
influence and trade. Siam enable to access the world market, and the top export of
Thailand was rice. Rice industry became the main export for the major powers to
feed their colonies, rice milling industry became a new business for the Chinese
investor (Latham, 1983). Pibul Mangshahan city is considered the largest rice
production for export to Bangkok as well as border trade with French Indochina in
the late 19" century. Tae Jui (Zheng Zui %I—S Zk) or titled as Luang Sri Poka, the
most well-known Teochew Chinese who migrated from Korat Chinese community,

became the tax collector for the Chinese merchants in Ubon city (Sritanyarat, 2022).

Figures 6-7
(left) The Portrait Luang Sripoka (Tae Zhui/)zé/‘)7 Zk) (source:Sritanyarat Association)

(right) Luang Sripoka Tomb at Wat Supatnaram Worawihan

When Tae Jui moved to Ubon, he married a Thai-Korat wife and then Lao-

Ubon wives. He worked in the rice milling industry, importing rice from Pibul
Mangsahan and distributing it across Siam (Thailand) for border sales. Tae Zui received

the title of Luang Sri Poka from the last local monarch of Ubon city and served as the
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leader of the Chinese community in Ubon Rachatani, collecting taxes and functioning
as a juridic officer among foreign traders. Later, he changed his name to Sri Tanyarat,
which means 'excellent grains,' in reference to their old business. Chinese individuals
owned various rice mills in Ubon, notably Xiang Chun milling and Ang Sieng Huak.

Ubon's advantageous geographical location and new (Latham, 1983).

Figures 8-9
(left) the Guangdong Port and the Rice Mill (Source: Thailand National Archive)/

(right) The ruin of the abandoned rice mill

Discussion

The implementation of the new trading policy resulted in the transformation
of Chinese migrants into permanent residents in Northeastern Isan. This allowed
them to establish businesses and gain local political influence, as evidenced by the
accounts of local Chinese residents. The construction of the Nakhon Ratchasima train
station was completed in 1901, with the Siamese government expressing its desire to
extend the railway line to Ubon Ratchathani and Udon Thani in 1917. The Ubon

Ratchathani train station was officially opened in 1930 (Wipacpotchanakit, 2003).
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Ubon Ratchathani held significant international importance as a hub for
colonial expansion and served as a crucial factor in the Siamese government's
political security. The Chinese community played a vital role in ensuring the
government's stability in the border region, particularly concerning taxation and
economic development. While the Chinese community benefited by elevating their
social status and eliminating their outsider status, they also seized the opportunity to
consolidate their power and eventually transition from migrant status to full-fledged
Thai citizenship. It remains a promising prospect to explore how the Chinese people
managed to maintain their cultural identity while undergoing this transformation into

Thai citizens. (Wang, 2000)

Recommendation

This research could be expanded to provide insights into the involvement of
the Chinese population in local politics in Northeastern Thailand. Furthermore,
establishing a link between this research and China's continuous development in
mainland Southeast Asia could provide a crucial context. Furthermore, conducting
this research could aid in developing a local cultural tourism plan, thereby increasing

appreciation and exploitation of cultural assets in the region.
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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the problem situation and
measures to solve the smuggling of illegal cigarettes at the Thai-Cambodian border in
the eastern provinces. The integrated research method was as follows: a quantitative
research method was questionnaires from the sample groups of 395 people, divided
into 3 border communities, Rong Kluea market, Sa Kaeo Province of 285 people,
Thep Nimit Subdistrict, Chanthaburi Province of 59 people and Hat Lek Subdistrict,
Trat Province of 51 people and analyzed with descriptive statistics and a qualitative
research method was in-depth interviews and data triangulation. The results of the
research were found that 1) problem situations and solutions to smuggling illegal
cigarettes had agree level of overall, 2) the forms of smuggling illegal cigarettes were

as follows: an army of ants, duty-free shops, border retail shops, cross-border land
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transportation by of large carts and maritime transportation by fishing boats, 3)
conditions for smuggling illegal cigarettes were as follows: excise tax structure in
Thailand, economic and political changes in Cambodia, border channels, public
perception and beliefs towards illegal cigarettes, benefits from the high-value illegal
cigarette trade, law enforcement by government officials, and the growing demand
for cheap cigarettes, and 4) proposals for policy measures to solve smuggling illegal
cigarette were as follows: the roles of educational institutions, community leaders
and local administration organizations, community and international cooperation
networks, knowledge exchange between communities, participatory processes from
the local people, religious, and the creation of political, social, tax, and legal

measures and mechanisms.

Keywords: eastern border area, illegal cigarettes, smuggling
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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the 4C’s marketing strategy that
leads to bookstore customers’ satisfaction of the SE-ED Book Center, Ocean Branch,
Chumphon Province. The study was designed based on quantitative research and
applied a questionnaire to be an instrument to collect data from a sample size of 400
people and used the G.W. Cochran formula to calculate the group of the study’s
sample size from the bookstore’s customers. Chi-Squared was applied to be the
statistical tool to test the hypothesis of the research by setting the statistical
significance at the .05 level. The major results of the study have revealed that the use
of the 4C’s marketing strategy is important in leading to customers’ satisfaction in all
bookstores because it is one of important marketing strategies that help people focus
on the target consumer group. This should help to analyze the consumer at the point
for designing various marketing tools that are appropriate in terms of the level of

expectations and at different timings. Hence, bookstore management teams should be
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able to design, analyze, plan, and implement with efficiency. Therefore, there will be
benefits their own business, especially creating satisfaction, generating sales and
profits. Therefore, the application of the 4C’s marketing strategy from this research
should be used as a guideline for marketing strategies that might be suitable for the

situation of most bookstore businesses in the future.

Keywords: bookstore, business plan, customer satisfaction, 4C’s marketing strategy,

marketing plan
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Abstract

Sustainable community-based tourism places importance on public
participation in the development of local knowledge such as community contexts,
traditions, cultures and products for tourism in order to stimulate attractiveness in
creating value and economic value of sustainable community-based tourism.
Therefore, it is necessary to plan and implement both short-term and long-term
activities. Sustainable community-based tourism was offered as an alternative to
sustainable development in order to alleviate poverty, lessen the environmental effect
of tourism, and promote economic growth. The principles of sustainable community
tourism consist of nine factors: 1) being a sustainable practice principle, 2) creating a
balance between the community and visitors, 3) facilitating working together, 4)
empowering communities, 5) increasing economic benefits, 6) reducing potential
negative impacts, 7) adapting to changing situations, 8) measures and assessing
impacts, and 9) building flexibility. Therefore, sustainable community-based tourism

balances the interests of all the stakeholders.
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Abstract

Research administration for local development in universities must be
carried out to achieve the goal. Managers must have knowledge Expertise in effective
research management. This research study aimed to present a model for the
development of research management skills among local administrators at Rajabhat
University. The research was conducted in four stages as follows: 1) Formulating a
conceptual framework for research management skills using qualitative data from
interviews with five expert participants, employing a semi-structured interview
format. 2) Investigating research management skills quantitatively, focusing on
administrators involved in research administration or research promotion at Rajabhat
University in the academic year 2022. A total of 1,102 individuals were sampled
using a multi-stage random sampling technique, resulting in a sample size of 285.
Data were collected using a five-point rating scale questionnaire with a reliability
coefficient of 0.94. The findings indicated that decision-making, motivation, and

team-building skills were rated at the lowest level and the further development was
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required. 3) Developing a qualitative model for research management skills through
focus group discussions with seven qualified experts selected through purposive
sampling. The format's suitability and the overall appropriateness of the model were
assessed, with the mean score found to be at the highest level. 4) The model's
feasibility and benefits were evaluated by administering structured questionnaires
with a five-point rating scale to a purposive sample of 50 administrators at Rajabhat
University. Basic statistical analysis was employed to analyze the data. The overall

average score was found at a high level and the high test level.

Keywords: research administrator, research for local development, research

management skills
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Manuscript Preparation Guidelines for the Submission of
Academic and Research Articles in Journal of

Humanities and Social Sciences (JHUSOC)

1. The full article should be submitted in the Word File as an electronic
file using Microsoft Office Word 2010 onwards via the website: https://so03.tci-thaijo.
org/index.php/jhusoc/index.

2. The article must be relevant to the main subject category i.e. Social
Sciences. This category includes the following three subject areas: 1) Arts and
Humanities, 2) Economics, Econometrics and Finance, and 3) Social Sciences. Moreover,
the manuscript must be under the following five sub-subject areas: 1) General Arts
and Humanities, 2) Language and Linguistics, 3) General Economics, Econometrics
and Finance, 4) General Social Sciences, and 5) Sociology and Political Sciences.

3. The article must be typed on AS paper to include figures, tables,
references, and author’s brief personal data. Moreover, it should be between 15-20
pages in length.

4. Font

4.1 Angsana New with font size 14 is required. The article must be
typed in one column and single spacing. The top-bottom margins of 2 cm. and the
left-right margins of 1.8 cm. are used.

4.2 Both Thai and English article titles should be in bold face, font
size 16 with initial caps of the content words, and be centered. Only English title is
required for the article written in English or other languages.

4.3 The author’s name (and the advisor’s name) must be written in both
Thai and English. It must also be typed in bold using font size 14 and centered on the

page. For the Thai article, the author’s name is numbered in order.



E mqwé’aﬂmms (ugs.) Uil 21 atu 2 (nquanax - Asnew) 2566

4.4 Department(s)/program(s), faculty(s) and affiliation(s) must be
written in both Thai and English, and set flush on the left using font size 12 below the
author’s name. For the Thai article, their Thai information is numbered in order.

5. Either Thai or English article can be submitted. In the case of an English
article, it must be verified and signed by an English language expert before being sent
to the editor.

6. The article submitted for publication in JHUSOC has not already been
published elsewhere or is not under consideration by peer reviewers for publication in
other journals.

7. The article must contain both Thai and English abstracts with no more
than 1 page of AS, or between 150-200 words. Only English abstract is required for the
article written in English or other languages.

8. The author must strictly comply with the reference system and the criteria
for the publication of academic or research articles set by the journal.

9. The article will be reviewed by three peer reviews. This goes in line with
the Office of Civil Service Commission’s announcement relevant to the criteria and
procedures for considering the academic appointment of university lecturers (Issue no.
4) B.E. 2564.

10. The Editorial board is responsible for the final decision regarding
acceptance or rejection of the article published in the journal.

11. The author will be officially informed if his/her article is not accepted.
However, the manuscript will not be sent back to him/her.

12. The author/authors (researcher/researchers) must write the personal
information in English in the last part of the article below the references, providing
a title (Mr. / Mrs. / Miss), an academic position i.e. Assistant Professor / Associate

Professor / Professor (if any), and a doctoral degree i.e. Dr. (If any). A full address,
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including a postal code, a fax number, and an email address, should also be provided.
It is noted if the author is a master’s or doctoral student, his/her personal information
must be presented while his/her advisors’ individual information is not required.
For examples:
Author
Associate Professor Dr. Akkarapon Nuemaihom
English Program, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
Buriram Rajabhat University 439 Jira Rd., Muang District, Buriram
Province 31000

Fax: 044-6128585 Tel: 081-8204402 E-mail: akkarapon2512@gmail.com
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* Components of Articles *

To write an academic article, clear points should be identified and appropriate
sequences of the content should be considered. The article should consist of the following
parts:

1. Title: The title should possess the short, concise and meaningful words. It
should be written in a word level, not a sentence level. The title with 8-15 words must be
written in both Thai and English. Moreover, the Thai title is typed first, followed by the
English one on the next line. However, only English title is required for the article written
in English or other foreign languages.

2. Abstract: The article contents are clearly summarized. Both Thai and English
abstracts are required. A one-page Thai abstract with 150-200 words is written first, fol-
lowed by the English one with the same number of words.

It is noted that only English abstract is required for the article written in English.

3. Keyword: The keywords appropriate for retrieving information from the
database are identified. Both Thai and English 3-5 keywords are required and must be
placed below the abstract. It is noted that only English keywords are required for the article
written in English.

4. Introduction: The article background is presented. The article scope is also
specified.

5. Body of Text: The main contents and sub-topics of the article are identified.
Moreover, the topics are sorted by the contents.

6. References: In-text citation is based on the author-year system of the APA
(American Psychological Association) style (7th edition). It is noted that all entries in the

text should be listed in the references.
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* Components of Research Articles *

The research results should be presented systematically. The research article
should be composed of the following parts:

1. Title: The title should possess the short, concise and meaningful words.
It should be written in a word level, not a sentence level. The title with 8-15 words
must be written in both Thai and English. Moreover, the Thai title is typed first,
followed by the English one on the next line. However, only English title is required
for the article written in English or other foreign languages.

2. Abstract: The important research components, including objectives,
population, sample group, instruments, statistics for data analysis, and research results.
Both Thai and English abstracts must be written. The length of each language is not
more than 1 page or between 150-200 words. It is noted that only English abstract is
required for the article written in English.

3. Keyword: The keywords appropriate for retrieving information from
the database are identified. Both Thai and English 3-5 keywords are required and must
be placed below the abstract. It is noted that only English abstract is required for the
article written in English.

4. Introduction: The significance of research problems is identified. The
relevant literature is reviewed. In addition, the overall benefits obtained from the
research results are also presented.

5. Objective: The research objectives are clearly identified to reflect the
overall picture of the research.

6. Methodology: The research methods, including population, samples,
instruments, steps of data collection, and statistics for data analysis, are clearly indicated.

7. Results: The research results obtained from analyzing the data are clearly

interpreted according to the research objectives.
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8. Discussion: The research results are discussed with theoretical support
so as to check whether the current research results are in line with or against the previous
studies.

9. Recommendations: Utilization of the research results, and guidelines
for the next research should be recommended.

10. References: The references must be based on APA (American

Psychological Association) style (7th edition).
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* Writing References *

1. Both Thai and foreign authors’ names in the in-text citation must be
written in English only. Moreover, their last names should be written first, followed
by the year of publication, and/or page numbers, for example, Nuemaihom (2022) or
(Nuemaihom, 2022: 23).

2. References are listed fully in alphabetical order according to the last
name of the author and not numbered. Moreover, the last name is written first, fol-
lowed by the initial letter of his/her first name.

3. For referring the Thai documents, the documents must be translated
into English, and the additional word “in Thai” must be put in the brackets [ ] i.e. [in
Thai]. It is noted that the same format for referring both Thai and English documents is

required.

For example:

References

Nuemaihom, A. (2022). Speaking English in all situations (2nd ed.). Digital
Media Learning and Production Center. [in Thai]

Sato, K. (2003). Improving our students speaking skills: Using selective error
correction and group work to reduce anxiety and encourage real
communication. Akita Prefectural.

Yothimas, D. (2015). A study and development of innovation on tourism English
communication for tourism personnel at Phnom Rung Sanctuary in
Chaloemphrakiat district, Buriram province (Research report).

Buriram Rajabhat University. [in Thai]
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(For further information about the guidelines on writing references, please visit the

website: http://jhusoc.bru.ac.th)

This reference style will come into effect from

Vol. 20 No.1 (January-April) 2022 onwards.
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