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Abstract

This article aimed to analyze the dynamics and function of 3,000 - year
prehistoric museum of Wat Pa Phra Sabai by using Qualitative research method. The
data were collected from the key informants by individual and group interviews, and
descriptive analysis was also made by applying the concept of dynamics and
functionalism.

The results of social dynamics research found that the museum consists of
physical and mental dynamics. Physical dynamics is a development of the site and
administration improvement, and mental dynamics is a connection between museums
and beliefs of the ancestor spirits as a community tradition. Regarding the roles, it
was found that the important roles of museum were 1) defining regulations to
conduct the community ancient objects, 2) instructing people mind shaping in the
community, 3) training about beliefs and ritual, and 4) serving as a local history

learning resource.

Keywords: dynamics, functionalism, museum, Ban Sai Tri 7
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Abstract

The objectives the mixed research methods were 1) to study general
situations of the elderly in Ban Nongbo, Nongbo Sub-district, Mueang Ubon
Ratchathani District, and 2) to study the career development guidelines for the elderly
of Ban Nongbo, Nongbo Sub-district, Mueang Ubon Ratchathani District, Ubon
Ratchathani Province. The research results revealed that:

1. The general situations related to the elderly were found that most of the
elderly did not have a permanent job, but still have been working in agriculture for
some time because they were satisfied and happy to work. Moreover, some of them
had to raise grandchildren because their children had to work in cities or other

regions.
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2. The guidelines for career development for the elderly were from an
initial stage of realizing that the elderly are valuable members of the community. If
they can earn their own income that is sufficient for daily expenses and health care
expenses without relying on income from their children and pension from the
government. They will make them dignified. In addition, most of the elderly would
like to have a group of careers that are suitable for their own community contexts and
to be consistent with their physical conditions. Moreover, the elderly are also
interested in participating in vocational standardized training in order to have
knowledge and skills in a career that will increase income enough to support
themselves and their family. Lastly, they want to have savings for the time they

cannot work.
Keywords: career development guidelines, the elderly
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Abstract

The work used a mixed method research. It aimed 1) to study the way
of life according to the principle of the sufficiency economy philosophy, and 2)
to explore the community development according to the philosophy in question at
Ban Dongbang. The samples were 103 households. Statistics used in data analysis
were means and standard deviation. They were divided into three groups: key
informants, practitioners, and general public. Data in this part were analyzed by
means of a content analysis. The research found that: The sufficiency economy
philosophy has been used at all levels to a great extent. Considering the results of
implementing the principle of sufficiency economy, it was found that the
implementation was at a high level. The accomplishment factors in the community
development according to the sufficiency economy philosophy are a leader’s good
vision, a community’s strength and participation, wise use of natural resources and
indigenous wisdom, self-reliance, and supportive networks. The main problems and

obstacles are lack of knowledge and understanding on individuals’part concerning



m mgwaﬁ'\iﬂuaﬁ (udd.) Uit 19 atufl 3 (Fueneu - Sunmw) 2564

the spending and receiving accounting, debt-related issues, and insufficient state

support.

Keywords: community development, principle of the sufficiency economy

philosophy

Introduction

“Sufficiency economy” is the philosophy introduced by King Rama IX of
Thailand in order to be used as the guideline for the way of life. It is based on the
principle of moderation, rationality and carefulness. The king has cautioned about the
national development which had to be balanced economically and socially. What he
had suggested is what is called “a step-by-step development” (Office of policy and
plan, 2017).

The 12" National Economic and Social Development Plan were made amid
the fast-changing global situations. The principle of the sufficiency philosophy has
been used to make the national development more sustainable, stable and more
balanced. (Office of the National Economic and Social Development Board, 2017)

The philosophy prioritizes the economic foundations of society and
communities in order to maintain balance and resources available. It aims to
encourage and motivate society to think critically and consider the ideal principle of
life. It is based on the moderate or middle path (Puang-ngarm, 2010).

Ban Dongbang (a village) in Tambon Nongbo in Ubon Ratchathani’s
Mueang district is a rural community. Its residents are mainly engaged in agriculture

(95%). They often faced agriculture-related problems and their income is insufficient
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for their livelihood. Thanks to perennial problems regarding their life and income,
the local residents had sought the solution to deal with the difficulty facing them.

As a result, they had made use of the philosophy of sufficiency economy in their
community. The principle they used is based on participation of all members and
support from all relevant parties. All community members participated to mobilize
the activities which were focused on local natural resources so that they were able to
be self-reliant. They were encouraged to cut their spending, to increase their income,
to save and conserve environment and to be hospitable. These goals had been
realized in 2012. The researcher became interested in studying the communal
development according to the principle of sufficiency economy, which could prove

useful to economic development in other contexts in the years to come.

Objectives

1. To study the way of life according to the principle of sufficiency
economy at Ban Dongbang in Tambon Nongbo, Mueang district, Ubon Ratchathani
province.

2. To study the development of communities according to the principle of

sufficiency economy at the village in question.

Scope of Research

1. The place of research is the village of Dong Bang, an outstanding village
which was awarded ‘the village of sufficiency economy’.

2. The work is aimed at studying the context and way of life the village

residents according to the principle of sufficiency economy.
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3. The population in the study was 138 individuals from 138 households.

Thirty experts and those concerned were selected for the qualitative study.

Conceptual Framework of Research

Independent Variables Dependent Variables
Development according
to sufficiency economy ]
1. Study of contexts/ situations
2. Creation of learning network Village of sufficiency
3. Forum for planning/ projects economy

4. Implementation

5. Follow-up/ evaluation

v

Rationality
Good immunity
Knowledge

Virtue

Figure 1: Conceptual framework of research

Reducing spending increasing
an income saving livelihood
Conservation of environment

Hospitality
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Research Methodology

The work was a mixed research using both the quantitative and qualitative
methods. The place of the research was Ban Dongbang in Tambon Nongbo, Mueng
district, Ubon Ratchathani province.

Population and Target Groups

1) Population was 510 from 138 households of Ban Dongbang (village).
The sample size was determined by Krejcie and Morgan’s table, and the samples
were derived by a simple random sampling. 2) For the qualitative purpose,
the target groups were selected by means of purposive random sampling. They were
divided into three groups: key informants, practitioners, and general public.

The subjects derived were 30 experts and those concerned with the
philosophy of sufficiency economy. They were divided into three groups: 10 key
informants, 10 casual informants, 10 general informants. Data were collected by an
in-depth interview and focus group.

Research instruments were as follows.

1. A questionnaire: it consisted of three parts: 1) general information
concerning sex, age, income and educational levels; 2) way of life according to the
philosophy of sufficiency economy viewed in five aspects (most, more, moderate,
less and least); 3) results shown in 6 aspects: reduction of the spending, increased
income, saving, livelihood and conservation of environment and hospitality.

2. Interview was conducted to study the guidelines to develop the
communities according to the principle of sufficiency economy. Key informants were
interviewed and data were gathered based on the interview.

3. Records of the focus group concerning the key issues of the philosophy,

factors of success, problems and obstacles.
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4. Observation form comprising 1) the records of migration, background of
communities, way of life, traditions and culture in a community; 2) possession of
resources in the communities, production process, exchanges and consumption; 3)
indigenous wisdom and learning; 4) relations between the leaders and groups; 5)

environment, landscape and natural resources.

Data collection

1. Documentary data that were studied included books, texts, documents,
articles.

2. An interview was conducted on those concerned with the philosophy of
sufficiency economy, that is, academics, leaders of the local administrative
organizations, and Buddhist monks.

3. Those taking part in the focus group were ten casual informants and ten

general informants.

Data Analysis and Statistics

Data were collected based on non-participant observation, analyzed by means of a
content analysis, and presented by means of a descriptive method. Statistics used in
quantitative data were means, percentage, and standard deviation. Statistics used in

qualitative data were classification and content analysis.

Results
1. Concerning the way of life according to the principle of sufficiency

economy, it was found that:
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1.1 Based on the participatory rural appraisal, the village in the research
can be described as follows.

1) Village residents had immigrated from Vientiane of Lao more than
two hundred years ago. They had chosen to settle near the fertile lands along the river
basin. The place where they had settled is now what is called “Ban Nongbo”. The
settlement expanded quickly and then an epidemic broke out in the village. The
leader and villagers had moved to settle in other place which now they call ‘Ban
Dongbang’. The village is about 17.4 km from the provincial city of Ubon
Ratchathani. Its residents are 512 from 138 households. A majority of the villagers
are farmers.

2) The villagers live a simple life in an extended family. They have
retained their own traditions and culture. A majority of them own their land and are
engaged in the production process for their own consumption. Some families have
the occupation of planting and selling fruit.

3) As for indigenous wisdom and learning, community scholars who
are knowledgeable in basketry and agriculture are responsible for transmitting
knowledge and skills from generation to generation.

4) Considering the social relations, there are some respected
community leaders, activities and clubs to strengthen the bonds among the village
residents.

5) Environments and surroundings are forests and food sources of the
community.

1.2 Considering the way of life of the residents under study, it was found
that households in the study had applied the philosophy to all aspects at a high level

(f =4.08, S.D.=0.14). The maximum aspect was moderation (f =4.10,S.D.=
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0.24), followed by virtues (X = 4.11, $.D.=0.15), learning (X = 4.09, $.D.=0.09). A
minimum aspects were rationality (f =4.05,S.D.=0.10) and a good immunity (f

=4.04.S.D.=0.11) as shown in table 1.

Table 1
The means and standard deviation of the livelihood according to the philosophy of

sufficiency economy

Aspect  Livelihood according to the philosophy ¥
S.D.  Interpretation
of sufficiency economy

1 Moderation 412 024 high
2 Rationality 4.05 0.11 high
3 Good immunity 4.04 0.10 high
4 Knowledge 4.09 0.09 high
5 Virtues 411 0.15 high

Total 4.08 0.14 high

2. As regards a community development according the principle of
sufficiency economy at Bang Dongbang, it was found that:

2.1 The process of the community development consisted of 1) study of
contexts and situations of the community, 2) creation of the learning network based
on the philosophy in question, 3) forum for the community to plan, 4) implementing
the projects, and 5) follow-up and evaluation.

2.2 The implementation of the sufficiency economy at the village was at a

high level (f= 4.10, S.D.=0.14). Considering individual aspects, it was found that
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the maximum aspect was hospitality (f =4.25,S.D.= 0.08), followed by reduced
spending (X = 4.18, S.D.= 0.29), livelihood (X = 4.12, S.D.= 0.08) and conservation
of environments and resources (E =4.10, S.D.= 0.14). The minimum aspect was an
increased income (f =3.92,S.D.=0.12) and saving (f =4.01,S.D.=0.11) as

shown in table 2.

Table 2

Means and Standard deviation of the implementation of the sufficiency economy

implementation of the

Aspect X Interpretation
sufficiency economy S.D.
1 Reduced spending 4.18 0.29 high
2 Increased income 3.92 0.12 high
3 Saving 4.01 0.11 high
4 livelihood 4.12 0.08 high

Conservation of environment
5 4.10 0.14 high
and resources

6 Hospitality 4.25 0.08 high

Total 4.10 0.14 High

2.3 The success factors in the community development according to the
principle of sufficiency economy consisted of the following: 1) strong leadership,
initiatives, self-development, sacrifice, commitment for the common good,
hospitality to all, social recognition; 2) self-reliance of the community, a family’s

good management, clear targets in life, careful spending ; 3) the community’s
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participation in activities; 4) creation and expansion of the network for development:
5) abundance of natural resources and 6) support from public and private sectors.

2.4 The problems and main obstacles to the development according to the
principle in the work were lack of knowledge and understanding concerning spending

accounts, debts, and insufficient support from the state agencies.

Discussion

1. The community of Ban Dongbung had applied the principle of
sufficiency economy at a high level. It can be interpreted that this kind of economy
proves to be a basic foundation on which one can depend (Puang-ngarm, 2010: 142-
143). The community under discussion is in a rural one. Its residents are mainly
engaged in agricultural activities. In the past, they could earn a small amount of
income, which proved inadequate for their existence. As a result, community leaders
supported by the state sectors and other networks had utilized the principle of
sufficiency economy as the guidelines to develop their community. And the work had
proved successful and the village was awarded with the prize of the outstanding
village in 2012.

2. The community development consisted of 1) a study of contexts/
circumstances of a community, 2) training, 3) planning/ projects, 4) implementation
of plans/ projects, and 5) follow-up and evaluation. Based on the steps mentioned,
the development based on the principle under discussion has to be continuously
undertaken. The finding was in conformity with the concepts proposed by
Pratanchawano (2010) in that the development process was to be undertaken

continuously. In addition, the process had to be based on the principle of
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participation in the development in all aspects. The general public should be allowed
to participate, analyze, decide, plan and implement the plan.

3. The result of the implementation of the philosophy was at a high level.
The success factors in the community development according to the principle of
sufficiency economy are a leader’s good vision, a community strength and
participation, wise use of resources and indigenous wisdom for self-reliance,
favorable networks. The ideas are in line with the research conducted by Pawala
(2018: 110). The work studied the community development based on the principle at
Ban Nongphueak in Wapee district, UdonThani province, Thailand and showed that
the key factors contributing to the success of the village as the one with sufficiency
economy were leaders of the community, society and culture, participation, economy,

natural resources, spiritual development and technology.

Recommendations
1. Recommendation for application

1.1 Communities and other agencies concerned should promote the
application of the philosophy of sufficiency economy at a family level and a
community level. Efforts should be made to make the general public and
communities better understand the concept and know how to effectively make use of
it in their daily life. Attention should be focused on accounting of receiving and
spending, and the debt-related problems.

1.2 The process of the community development should be utilized with
special emphasis on the community leaders to make them the leaders of changes.
Encouragement should be given to make people or communities more self-

dependent. The network of the community participation should be established.
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Conservation effort should be encouraged among the communities with the
assistance from the state sectors.

1.3 The agencies especially the state sectors should encourage and
support the community development according to the principle of sufficiency
economy. The development should be comprehensive, adequate and consistent.

2. Recommendations for Further Research
2.1 A further research should be conducted on the development process
of the model village according to the philosophy of sufficiency economy.
2.2 A participatory action research should be conducted to develop the

model based on the philosophy of sufficiency economy.
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Abstract

The research objectives were 1) to study the decision-making levels in the
election of the Chief Executive of the Provincial Administrative Organization, 2) to
compare the decision-making levels in the election of the Chief Executive of the
Provincial Administrative Organization, classified by individual factors, and 3) to
investigate the ways to develop a body of knowledge about the election of local
council members or local administrators for voters in Nakhon Sawan Province. The
data were collected by using a set of questionnaires from a sample of 1,406 people,
and conducted a group discussion with 15 informants was also conducted. The
obtained data were analyzed by utilizing frequency, percentage, mean, standard

deviation, t-test and F-test, and content analysis. The results revealed that:
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1. The levels of decision-making in the election of the Chief Executive
Nakhon Sawan Provincial Administrative Organization of the people who are eligible
to vote were overall at a high level.

2. The levels of decision-making in the election of the Chief Executive
Nakhon Sawan Provincial Administrative Organization of the voters, whose genders,
age, status, education levels, occupation and incomes are different, was significantly
different at the statistical level of .05 level.

3. The guidelines for developing a body of knowledge about the election of
local council members or local administrators for voters in Nakhon Sawan Province
were found that the appropriate methods for people and government agencies were as
follows: 1) Training workshops should be held to educate community leaders, sub-
district headmen and village headmen, and their knowledge should be transferred to
all involved. 2) And temples should be used as the centers of knowledge with the
following steps and approaches: (1) organizing campaign activities, (2) creating
social media and disseminating them as video clips, and (3) creating brochures or

announcement boards.

Keywords: election decision, chief executive of the provincial administrative

organization, voters, Nakhon Sawan province
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Abstract

The research employed a mixed method both of qualitative and
quantitative, the objective is to study consumer demands as guidelines for career
enhancement and value-added products from waste vinyl of communities in Pathum
Thani province. The product development and value-added from waste vinyl that
could resolve community problems correlating with the recent urges and demands in
waste management. The results on community context found that subunits under
shelters for helpless males has been hosting the career enhancement events and
occupational therapies for communities. According to the study from 400 samples,
the average mean of awareness regarding the effects of waste on people’s livelihood
and reusable parts is X =4450na high scale. The awareness on waste management
is X =4.37 while the knowledge on products made of waste is X = 3.99 and
community engagement on waste management is X =3.86. Furthermore, the

consideration and attention on bags made of waste vinyl encourage the product



mgwaﬁ'\iﬂuaﬁ (udd.) Uit 19 atufl 3 (Fueneu - Sunmw) 2564

development to have more variety with the needs from eco-friendly customers which
help reduce community waste by home economic careers. This would contribute to

the society in terms of careers and incomes.

Keywords: consumer demands, enhance careers, value-added, waste vinyl

Introduction

According to the National Economic and Social Development Plan No. 12
(2017-2021) on development and endorsement of the human capital potentiality
corresponding with the Thailand 4.0’s social development framework, positive
opportunities, livelihood and welfare, the career development is one of various paths
that endorses personal and community’s incomes which is beneficial to the country at
some point. To carry on a profession, the most essential factors are personality,
characteristics and identity, the results of numerous factors combined such as
knowledge, personal interests, search for occupations, self-improvement and
occupational confidence. Currently, the knowledge economy is getting more
important especially those of scientific technology and innovation fields
(Poapongsakorn, 2012). Owing to this, it would be benevolent if Thailand could
adjust and develop with global changes that would endorse the country’s economic
growth, social profits and population welfare. This also emphasizes on educational
development in order to produce knowledgeable society and qualitative development
for life-long wellbeing. By developing a group of people who would assist on
developing others would contribute to the nation’s future human potentiality
correlating with government’s social plan focusing on ‘reducing social inequality and

promoting social opportunities.’
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Underprivileged and homeless are generally coexist. Therefore, enhancing
supplementary occupations using home economic knowledge and product
development as has been running by Thanyaburi Shelter for helpless males in Pathum
Thani province largely help them. The occupational therapies offered there are, for
examples, small weaving skills, music skills, agricultural and handicraft skills. The
dependents seeking help from the shelter will receive opportunities to practice and
vocationally trained focusing on products made of waste e.g. there are a mat weaving
factory for sedge and vetiver grass with Japanese volunteers to assist on handicraft
skills and product designs for fine motor skills improvement and enhancing careers
for dependents in the future (Jundai, 2019).

Recently, there are numerous studies argued that solid waste massively
affects and pollute environment, for example, waste vinyl is disposed and unable to
be reused. Waste disposal heavily relies on incineration in which plastic is a
hydrocarbon component dissolving into microscopic molecules upon burning,
resulting in carbon dioxide and water or with other toxic chemicals depending on the
types of plastic. Polyethylene is flammable. Polystyrene produces heavy and black
smoke while Polyvinyl chloride is nonflammable, producing HCI gas when burn.
According to some fundamental surveys, Thanyaburi Shelter for helpless males has
been producing bags from waste vinyl. The cutting and production are favorable by
consumers and are considered as having good quality and fine craftsmanship.
However, the capacity of production is limited and only offers minimal options due
to the lack of creative contemporary designs which would meet the rising demands of
consumers (Khajadpai, Sodbhiban & Saributr, 2013).

According to the aforementioned issues, we assume that the development on

product design from waste could encourage novel knowledge which would result in
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newer and more variety of the product designs in order to serve current demands in
the market and corresponding with the green economic concept. Waste reduction by
recycling in terms of career support and enhancement on home economic field
contribute much to society specifically those who are underprivileged. Upon
training, they could later earn a living along with new better livelihood among family

members and communities.

Objective
To study on consumer demands as guidelines for career enhancement and

added values to waste vinyl from communities in Pathum Thani province.

Review of Literature and Conceptual Framework
Career development and supplementary occupations framework

Thailand evolves and adjusts economically, socially and environmentally
according to the global changes. Thailand 4.0’s vision is established to enhance and
strengthen various aspects of the country such as strength from within and connect to
the world in order to elevate entrepreneurs and enhance communities and networking
(Industrial Estate Authority of Thailand, 2016). Therefore, Thailand 4.0, the recent
development plan, contribute to all aspects for the prosperity and sustainability of the

country.
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Table 1

Career development and supplementary occupations

No. Guidelines for career
development and

supplementary occupations

Focus and goal

1. Promote and endorse human
capital potentiality by
encouraging knowledge and
career-related skills for

citizens.

2. Reduce social inequality and
endorse community’s

potentials.

Also, this aims to support
underprivileged, women and elderly
people, small and medium-sized
businesses and community enterprises. It
also includes the patentability
improvement for elderly so that they
could earn supplementary incomes such
as vocational skills suitable for their age
and soft skills for inter-generation
corporation.

Create sustainable and learning
communities following the research
process and knowledge distribution. This
could lead to commercial knowledge
cumulative and encourage the use of
information technology for community’s
knowledge management; community

economic development,
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Table 1 (Continued)

No. Guidelines for career Focus and goal

development and supplementary

occupations
community enterprise support. The
cooperation between private sectors
and educational institutions
3. Establish economic strength and  Establish and distribute participative
sustainable competition. academic knowledge, innovation

and folk wisdom in order to
encourage the change of production
for product value adding and rising
demands in the market. he
community potentials and zoning
are essential for the effectiveness of
the production and cost reduction.
Government sector would provide
fundamental basic factors and
connect learning centers in the area

for practical learning programs.

Source: Office of the National Economic and Social Development Council (2016)

In conclusion, the 12" National Economic and Social Development Plan
has indicated the development methods and occupational promotion strategies that

the career enhancement and occupational promotion for underprivileged, women and
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elderly persons is fundamental. Along with the core concerns are community
enterprise support, community vocational training centers and provide support on
marketing channels, sources of investment fund, the increasing opportunities for
elderly persons to earn a living and endorse community’s potentials in terms of
competitive knowledge distribution, elevating production process, marketing and

management for agricultural tourism.

Waste management concept

Solid waste is produced from consumption in everyday lifestyle. Presently,
Thailand has an ongoing issue regarding the waste management as a result of the
rising number of population and changing lifestyle. Technology is another factor that
involved in the changing habits and many of the products are single use, producing
massive waste (Pollution Control Department, 2018).

The Waste management concept aims to prolongate the use of various
resources and reduce wasting or producing pollution, which is one of the methods of
action for sustainability. There are some setbacks and obstacles in following this
waste management concept since it requires cooperation from numerous sectors;
therefore, it has to be cautiously planned and strictly followed when launched.
Having the precise set of goals and waste management plan would reduce the amount
of waste sent to landfill (Jangpong, 2012).

Pathum Thani province has designated waste disposal areas in each
community as the areas to decompose solid waste following the environmentally
friendly procedures and management method which requires immense community
cooperation. This is a decent way to raise awareness for people in community to

successfully cooperate. The waste vinyl has recently become a growing issue as a
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result of single use advertisement. Therefore, to reduce waste vinyl effectively is to

reproduce them as new products that serve the community’ interest.

Upon reviewing of literature, the following conceptual framework has been

established.

Conceptual Framework

The procedure of the study on consumer demands as guidelines for career

enhancement and added values to waste vinyl from communities in Pathum Thani

province are as displayed below.

Consumer Demand

Career

Enchancement

- Fundamental knowledge
on solid waste.

- Awareness on solid
waste management

- Products from solid
waste.

- Participation in Value-
adding projects for
products.

- Demands or interests in

Products from vinyl.

|

Waste vinyl
product

development

- The target groups
has a vocational
knowledge and

themselves esteem.

’

Figure 1: Research conceptual frameworks

- Guideline to
create value —
added from waste
vinyl product
development

method
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Methodology

The research employed a mixed method research. The objective of this
research is to study consumer demands as guidelines for career enhancement and
value-added products from waste vinyl of communities in Pathum Thani province.

The Thanyaburi Shelter for Helpless Male Context

1. There are approximately 500 people who seek help there in order to be

able to survive in society. Most of them are homeless and dependents.
2. The shelter’s occupational therapies mainly focus on agriculture,
handicraft, bag

sewing from vinyl and mat weaving factory from sedge and vetiver grass. There are
Japanese volunteers who assist on teaching and help develop fine motor skills. The
shelter has various occupational therapy plans depending on the length of time they
would stay in the shelter after initial screening in to A, B or C group. Being hired
from outside must be approved by the staff first. The occupational therapies offered
in the shelter are, for example, small weaving skills and music skills. Also, the shelter
faces the insufficient number of nurses since dependents are in need of rehabilitation
or medicinal courses. More nursing staff or experts and innovation in order to
perform tasks more effectively and quickly are essential and required. Moreover, the
visit and trainings from outside providers are on irregular basis resulting the derail of
uncontinuous knowledge and skills. The society then accept the dependents as
capable of working under the overseeing of the shelter. The works, both inside and
outside of the shelter, mostly are organic vegetable farming, soap making and recycle
garbage screening. The medicinal development is focusing on screening each patient
and the staff will provide medicinal support for each person in the nursing building.

Some of the dependents later acquire internal professions in the shelter such as
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securities and traffic controllers. In order to provide better and smoother care and
support, the staff need suitable innovation to assist them.

The research was conducted as integrated research using both quantitative
and qualitative methods focusing on the procedure of career enhancement from waste
vinyl of communities in Pathum Thani province as follow.

1. Documentary Research; focusing on related and relevant subject matters
from titles and objectives. The data was collected from searching documents related
to the career enhancement from waste vinyl of communities in Pathum Thani
province; documents, books, research reports, research journals, media, websites and
data from various institutions relevant to career enhancement concept, product
development and value adding products from waste.

2. Research Area Survey; a primary survey at the research area to acquire
first-hand data regarding the career enhancement in Thanyaburi Shelter for helpless
males by interviewing key informants; guardians or director, caretakers and
dependents in the shelter. Data about cooperation and participation from government
and private sectors are also collected. The recycling benefits from waste vinyl and
other waste contributed to the occupational promotion lead to newer designs and
product development to meet current market.

The gathered results lead to the following methods.

The research is quantitative-based research supplemented by qualitative
methods.

Quantitative research: Population and samples in this research are
Consumer in Pathum Thani Province region as purposive sampling.

Qualitative research: semi-structured interviews from participants who

involve and have interests in supporting the occupational promotion and community
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waste management. E.g. director or guardians of Thanyaburi shelter for helpless
males, caretakers and academicians specialized in product development using
Criterion based selection.

Research period is held between 15 May 2020 - 14 August 2021.

Tools

1. Quantitative research: collect data using questionnaires from 400
samples to study on Consumer Demand as Guidelines for Career Enhancement and
Value-added Products from Waste Vinyl of Communities in Pathum Thani Province
then analyze the average values, percentages and standard deviation.

2. Qualitative research: collecting in-depth data by semi-structured
interviews from participants who involve and have interests in supporting the
occupational promotion and community waste management. E.g. director or
guardians of Thanyaburi shelter for helpless males, caretakers and academicians
specialized in product development using Criterion based selection. Three persons
were interviewed for in-depth information.

1) 1 director or guardians of Thanyaburi Shelter for helpless males
2) 1 caretaker
3) 1 academician specialized in product development

Content analysis from three persons in Bangkok metropolitan region were
conducted.

Data analysis

1. Quantitative data analysis: averages, percentages and standard deviation

2. Qualitative data analysis: content analysis
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Results

The study results of consumer demands as guidelines for career

enhancement and value-added products from waste vinyl of communities in Pathum

Thani province are as the following:

1. Quantitative research results from general samples

Table 2

Fundamental knowledge on solid waste

n =400
No.  Fundamental knowledge on solid waste X SD  gatisfaction
level

1. Thailand is facing waste crisis due to the 446 .58 satisfied
rising numbers of population and changing
lifestyles

2. The amount of waste is rising due to the 449 57 satisfied
single use habit

3 Solis waste affects mental and physical health 442 .77 satisfied

4. waste from vegetables, fruits, leaves 441 .67 satisfied
and meat could be used as fertilizer

5. solid waste is a breeding ground for 447 .62 satisfied
carriers of diseases such as flies,
cockroaches and mosquitos

6. waste disposed on roadsides makes 451 .62 Highly
the surrounding areas unpleasant satisfied

visually and nasally
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Table 2 (Continued)
n =400
No. Fundamental knowledge on solid waste X S.D  satisfaction
level
7. wastewater from solid waste is the 448 .6l satisfied
source of germs, organic and inorganic
substances
8. Will chemically dispose of waste affect 4.40 .65 satisfied
the environment
9. Are you aware that solid waste could 443 .66 satisfied

be recycle

Total 445 .63 satisfied
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Table 3

Awareness on solid waste management

n =400
No. Awareness on solid waste management X S.D  gatisfaction
level

1. Do you screen garbage before disposal? 437 .67 satisfied

2. Recycling waste is an effective way to 439 .66 satisfied
reduce the amount of solid waste

3. Using cloth bags instead of plastic bags 441 .66 satisfied
helps reducing waste and contribute to
community’s solid waste management

4. 4.The rising amount of solid waste badly 429 71 satisfied
affects community’s environment

5. 5.Solid waste issue is community’s issue, 437 .63 satisfied
not for one person

6. 6.Having leaders who spread informative 438 .63 satisfied
words on waste management helps built
the pleasant community

7. 7.Solid waste screening is every person’s 439 .67 satisfied
responsibility to larger community

8. 8.Solid waste that were screened prior are 441 .66 satisfied
easier to eliminate

Total 437 .66 satisfied
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Table 4

Products from solid waste

n =400
No. Products from solid waste X S.D  gatisfaction
level
1. 1.Familairity with products from vinyl 4.14 81 satisfied
2. 2.Purchasing eco-friendly products made 396 .76 satisfied
of waste
3. 3 Being eco-conscious in a year 3.80 .85 satisfied
4. 4. Reuse or recycle waste 390 .75 satisfied
5. 5.Products from waste could earn a living ~ 4.18 .75 satisfied
for oneself and community
Total 399 .78 satisfied
Table 5
Participation in Value adding projects for products
n =400
No. Participation in Value-adding projects for X S.D  gatistaction
products level
1. 1.Opportunities to participate in similar 370 .86 satisfied
projects from elsewhere
2. 2.Interest in participating in waste 392 71 satisfied

management projects
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Table 5 (Continued)

n =400

No. Participation in Value-adding projects for X S.D  gatisfaction
products level

3. 3.0ne’s community encourages eco- 3.75 .80 satisfied
conscious careers

4. Leadership in raising awareness regarding the 3.76 .87 satisfied
global warming issues and recycling waste

5. Will you provide feedbacks or problem- 390 .85 satisfied
solving solutions in the projects if
participated?

6. Will you assist in community’s events or 3.84 .76 satisfied
relevant agencies for the smooth success,
should there be any project?

7. Participation in social development and 391 .73 satisfied
community welfare

8. Shelters for the helpless are reliable safe 398 .75 satisfied
haven

9. The vocational trainings in the shelter 390 1.16 satisfied
provide opportunities in finding careers
afterward

10.  Products from the shelters encourage 4.00 .76 satisfied
vocational therapy for the dependents

Total 3.86 .82 satisfied
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Table 6

Demands or interests in Products from vinyl

n =400
Demands or interests in Products from vinyl ~ Amount(person) Percentage

Cloth bags 163 40.8
aprons 103 25.8
Handmade boxes 81 20.3
Woven bags 52 13.0

et cetera 1 3

Total 400 100.0

2. Qualitative data results indicate that

2.1 Knowledge about waste vinyl management

The stakeholders had argued that the Zero Waste concept aims to prolongate the
use of various resources and reduce wasting or producing pollution, which is one of
the methods of action for sustainability. There are some setbacks and obstacles in
following this zero-waste concept since it requires cooperation from numerous
sectors; therefore, it has to be cautiously planned and strictly followed when
launched. Having the precise set of goals and waste management plan would reduce
the amount of waste sent to landfill. Some waste could be recycled, produced as
fertilizer, give to charity, reuse and transform into energy. In the recent years, waste
such as waste vinyl greatly affects the environment since they are generally single
use and usually disposed by incineration. Since plastic is hydro carbon solution and

would dissolve into microscopic molecules which eventually become carbon dioxide
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and water or other toxins depending on the types of plastic. Polyethylene is
flammable. Polystyrene produces heavy and black smoke while Polyvinyl chloride is
nonflammable, producing HCI gas when burn. According to the research conducted
by Thailand Textile Institute, the waste vinyl has

1) Maximum tensile strength of the warp at 393.01 N and the weft
at 59543 N

2) Elongation of the warp at 35.5 percent and the weft at 16.25
percent

Therefore, it is desirable to produce durable and practical products due to
the aforementioned characteristics. Waste vinyl can also be reproduced and
redesigned into a variety of product which meet the demands in the market.

2.2 The model of environmentally friendly product development made of
waste vinyl according to the study on Thanyaburi Shelter for helpless males’
communities, it is established that.

2.2.1 Communities within Thanyaburi Shelter for helpless males
have been receiving support from relevant organizations in terms of supplementary
vocation and vocational training venues. The fundamental tools were provided and
there are local networks. The target groups are in need of vocational knowledge for
the underprivileged. Not only the occupational therapies are required, but also the
events encourage the underprivileged to earn a living from their newly acquired
knowledge and skills since there are small-scaled factories; sewing factory and mat
weaving factory available for them. The recycling waste were given by institutions
outside of the shelter. Therefore, the target group is equipped with knowledge,

production process of products made of waste, marketing and selling venues.
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2.2.2 Community’s interest is that the waste is recycled or reproduced
profitably. It would be profitable to encourage the product development to meet the
demands in the market while advertising and conduct some marketing on the
products to earn incomes for community which would be advantageous in the long
run. Thanyaburi Shelter for helpless males, Department of Social Development and
Welfare and Ministry of Social Development and Human Security had provide
collaborative support for the occupational therapy and career enhancement which
would help recover and rehabilitate physical and mental health of the dependents
under the following management model.

1) Select the potential candidates from dependents in the shelter

2) Guide and provide vocational training from guardian caretakers
such as product design, production process and marketing. Waste e.g. waste vinyl is
given by the advertising companies, while the natural materials e.g. sedge are
cultivated from water sources in the shelter.

3) Sell the finished products at the selling center in the shelter, at
mobile visits from Department of Social Development and Welfare and Ministry of
Social Development and Human Security and PTT shops with CSR collaboration
with the shelter.

4) Account system management is set to confer 70 percent of the
incomes after deduction to dependents. There is constant development of the products

as displayed in the study below.
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Table 7

SWOT analysis from Thanyaburi shelter for helpless males

Strengths: Advantages
from the environment in

the community

1. Guardians are responsible for the overseeing, liaising
duties and provide frequent updates on the product
development.

2. Value adding the materials in the community and

waste by reproducing into useful products

Weaknesses: Problems or

issues in the community

1. Only a handful of dependents have compatible skills
in production process.

2. Lack of experts to give advice on product design

3. Production line is limited due to the capacity of the

dependents

Opportunities: The results
of how the environment
outside of the community

is favorable or encouraging

1.Present the products to the market through
Department of Social Development and Welfare and
Ministry of Social Development and Human Security
2. Collaborate with educational institutions and other

organizations e.g. PTT to expand the market

Obstacles: Limitation from
the environment outside of

the community

1. Limited access to knowledge and collaboration on
product design from other sectors

2. Limited opportunities for the dependents on field
study to other institutes

3. Online marketing and Mobile Digital E-Commerce

4. Interesting content creation
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Discussion

1. Career enhancement and vocational support in community’s context
model: the fundamental study indicates that the selected surrounding communities of
Rajamangala University of Technology Thanyaburi for fundamental surveys have
supplementary occupation support events along with the established venues from
institutes which received necessary working tools from local network. The target
group is in need of occupational support in order to earn a living. In the meantime,
the occupational therapy, in one way, contributes to the health of the underprivileged
and assist them to earn a living. For the resource preparation, small-scaled factories
were installed such as sewing factory and mat weaving factor along with the selling
centers. The recycling waste were given by institutions outside of the shelter.
Therefore, the target group is equipped with knowledge, production process of
products made of waste, marketing and selling venues. There are selling venues
under community organization which has been collaborating with the university
(Sunsernchuchot, 2015).

Skills essential for living and for career enhancement are highlighted.
Technology is another fundamental factor for the fast-changing world that is
constantly evolving. Therefore, the target group need to constantly improve
themselves in order to successfully carry out a career and maintain decent livelihood,
which would greatly contribute to the development of a country (Chombhuphan,
Sutthinarakorn & Nakwiboonwong, 2020).

2. The model on product development and value adding for products made of
waste vinyl according to the community’s need: the community has already been
using waste in a beneficial way. The study found that it would be profitable to

encourage the product development to meet the demands in the market while
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advertising and conduct some marketing on the products to earn incomes for
community which would be advantageous in the long run (Boonsung, 2016).

3. Sustainable prosperity community building model: Upon having a profession,
the dependents are successfully achieved decent and pleasant livelihood, having
positive perceptions in life due to the occupational earnings and affirmative
circumstances. Samrit & Thaiprasert (2014) took pride in their occupations and
having good physical and mental health with supportive family and security of life.

1) Security of life; having sufficient income and profit for living one’s life.
Being able to obtain and access fundamental living factors; housing, clothes,
healthcare and food. Being satisfied with one’s life.
2) Physical and mental health; having decent physical and mental health.
Adapting to the environment and occupational circumstances well.
3) Family; being able to live favorably with family members. Having strong
and healthy relationship which would also endorse one to carry on a decent career.
4) Society; building enthusiastically and joyfully bond within one’s
community, with collages and other affiliated sectors.

5) Career; taking pride in one’s career and becoming successful.

Reccommendations

1. The opportunities will endorse and encourage the dependents to earn a
living, build self-esteem and live pleasantly in the society using the occupational
therapy received from the shelter as part of their career development.

2. The waste management would establish a model for other communities

to adopt and adapt to suit their environment as a BGC economy model.
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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the satisfaction of the elderly
with the layout planning in Thai traditional medicine service areas of the three
Tambon Health Promoting Hospitals in Suphanburi Province i.e. Ban Don Rai
Chalermprakiat 60 Pansa Nawamindrachinee Health Promoting Hospital, Yangnon
Sub-district Health Promoting Hospital, and Bo Suphan sub-district Chalermprakiat
60 Pansa Nawamindrachinee Health Promoting Hospital. The research samples
consisted of 60 elderly people from the three sub-district health promoting hospitals,
20 from each hospital. The results were found that that their satisfaction with the
layout planning of Yangnon Sub-district Health Promoting Hospital was at the
highest level because of the following reasons: Its systematic layout was planned, and
the scope of area usage was also clearly defined by which public personal spaces

were separated with a particular entrance and exit.
Keywords: elderly, Tambon health promoting hospital, satisfaction, layout planning
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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study self-improvement needs of
music teachers in the secondary schools in Buriram province. The population used in
this research was 66 music teachers of the secondary schools in Buriram province.
The research tools consisted of a 5-scale questionnaire with confidence value of 0.91.
The statistics used in the data analysis comprised of percentage, mean, and standard
deviation. The research results revealed that the music teachers’ needs of self-
development was overall at a high level with the total mean of 4.29. Their needs were
divided into two aspects as follows:

1. Their needs of self-development on music were overall found at a high
level with the total mean of 4.30. In the aspects of composition and improvisation, it
was also at a high level with the highest mean of 4.36. Moreover, the listening and
analytical skills with the lowest mean of 4.25.

2. Their needs of self-development on teaching was overall found at a

high level and the total mean of 4.28. For music assessment, it was at a high level
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with the highest mean of 4.34 while the music curriculum was at a high level with the

lowest mean of 4.22.

Keywords: needs, self-improvement, music teachers
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to summarize the conceptual
framework for creating a chorus based on international standards, and 2) to study the
skill development process and the preparation of the chorus by studying the model
choir with experience in international competitions. The research was the conceptual
analysis of the chorus building model from the documents. video clips, performances
and audio tapes. The research results revealed that:

1. The conceptual framework for creating a chorus in accordance with
international standards was a study of the conceptual modeling of working patterns,
taking into account the linking of various elements related to thought and action
processes. The connection between the holistic and the aforementioned elements was
inseparable and mutually supportive, for instance, the other relevant elements such as
sizes of the band, a number of members, types of choir, singers’ ages, and singing
abilities, etc. were essential for the holistic chorus.

2. The process of developing vocal skills and increasing a body of
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knowledge of music in order to enhance group performance and increase the
efficiency of the band in international competitions consisted of the following
procedures: 1) analysing the skills and knowledge required for basic adjustment, 2)
evaluating the basic abilities of both group and individual choirs, 3) organizing the
practice steps from easy to difficult and from basic skills to complex skills, 4)
demonstrating and explaining the steps from the examples presented by instructors,

from the movie, or from the video, and 5) real practice.

Keywords: concept, chorus creating model, adjustment of singing techniques
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to study the guidelines for teaching
and learning through Google Classroom in Vector Graphics course, Digital Arts
Program, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Buriram Rajabhat University,
and 2) to examine academic achievement from the teaching and learning through
Google Classroom, students’ satisfaction, and the benefits of utilizing Google
Classroom in the course. The sample consisted of 34 first-year digital arts students.
The instruments used to collect the data were 1) the online teaching management
system using Google Classroom in Vector Graphics course, and 2) achievement test.
The statistics used to analyze the data were mean, standard deviation, percentage and
t-test. The results revealed that the reliability level of the online instruction media
was at a high level of .90. The students’ academic achievement before and after
learning through Google Classroom was different at a statistically significant level of
.05. Having compared with one class of 40 students from the Buriram Community

College, Chantrawat School Education Unit (Gururat Witthaya) in Lam Plai Mat
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district, it was found that their academic achievement was also different at a

statistically significant level of .05.

Keywords: online teaching and learning, Google classroom, learning achievement,

vector graphics
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Abstract

Task-based language teaching (TBLT) is an approach developed from
Communicative Language Teaching. The main focus is on the learner, and it starts
from what the teachers and a task need to ‘do’ to get learners motivated to do the
task. It has become very popular worldwide and its increasing popularity has
encouraged a shift in many educational contexts from the traditional teacher-centered
to the learner centered classroom. This research investigates Myanmar EFL teachers’
understanding of Task-based language teaching (TBLT) at universities, their views
on implementing TBLT in the classrooms and the reasons they choose or avoid
implementing TBLT and the main reasons of applying or avoiding task-based
language teaching in the language classroom. The questionnaire is prepared based on
the theories of task and TBLT. A total of 73 English language teachers from different
universities in upper Myanmar participated in this survey. According to the
responses, most of the teachers understand the basic concept of task and principles of
task-based instructions. Moreover, they have positive views on implementing TBLT
in the classroom. Although they have positive views on TBLT, they also accept the

difficulties and disadvantages of TBLT. “TBLT improves learners’ interaction skill.”
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is the major reason why the teachers use TBLT in their classroom. The reason “Large
class size is an obstacle to use task-based methods.” is the major reason why the

teachers avoid TBLT in the classroom.

Keywords: task-based language teaching, university teachers, Myanmar context

Introduction

Task-Based language teaching strategy focuses on communication through task
completion. Students get engaged with a task they are truly interested in, and they
aim to carry it out only using the target language and its taught elements. Students are
engaged in various tasks that could eventually lead to a presentation project, using
the authentic language learned and the necessary tools, such as the internet. Task-
Based Language Teaching (TBLT) is an educational framework for the theory and
practice of teaching second or foreign languages (Ellis, 2003). Task-based language
teaching (TBLT), also known as task-based instruction (TBI), focuses on the use of
authentic language to complete meaningful tasks in the target language. Such tasks
can include visiting a doctor, conducting an interview, or calling customer service for
help. Assessment is primarily based on task outcome (the appropriate completion of
real-world tasks) rather than on accuracy of prescribed language forms. This makes
TBLT especially popular for developing target language fluency and student
confidence. Within the varying interpretations of TBLT related to classroom practice,
recent studies exhibit three recurrent features: TBLT is compatible with a learner-
centered educational philosophy, and it consists of particular components such as
goal, procedure, specific outcome, it advocates content-oriented meaningful activities

rather than linguistic forms (Nunan, 2006). This research investigates Myanmar EFL
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teachers’ perceptions regarding understandings of some TBLT concepts and EFL
teachers’ views on implementing task-based language teaching (TBLT).
Furthermore, an attempt was made to find the main reasons of applying or avoiding
task-based language teaching in the classroom. This will provide awareness for
teachers to design and implement any real communicative tasks, which are critically
important for EFL learners in order to experience meaningful language use. It will
also contribute to facilitating EFL teachers’ practical use of TBLT techniques,
thereby improving the learners’ communicative abilities. EFL learners can best
develop implicit knowledge of target language incidentally through their efforts to
communicate. Learners can only gain in fluency by attempting to use the target
language in realistic conditions. EFL teachers have to create the learners’ learning
environment to be a relaxed atmosphere and activate learners’ interest. Task-based
activities are meaningful and based on the real world and authentic materials. Task-
based language teaching offers an opportunity for “natural” learning inside the
classroom. It is intrinsically motivating. It is compatible with a learner-centered
educational philosophy but allows for teacher input.

Researchers have defined tasks differently, but in language learning, a task has
been defined as a language activity that requires students to pay attention to meaning
and to how language is used in real life (Ellis, 2003). In terms of language use, Long
(2016) defined tasks as students’ real-world communicative uses of the target
language outside the classroom that can have academic, occupational, or social
survival purposes. From a pedagogical perspective, Nunan (2006) described a task as
a classroom activity in which students use their grammatical knowledge to express
meaning in the target language as well as to understand each other, that is, to

communicate in the target language. The term “Task-based” was developed in the
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1980s and 1990s as an approach which was considered as innovation in teaching
when people became aware that the learner needed to be at the center of attention. It
is used for teaching adults at all levels of education. What is more, the main focus of
TBLT is to foster learners’ communicative ability where grammar and translation are
not the main focus. Task-based instruction is different from other more traditional
methods of language teaching. Lessons are constructed according to the language
required to perform specific tasks rather than according to the aspects of language.
Task-based language instruction appeared in the 1980s and was implemented in
teaching English primarily in Asian countries including Korea, Japan, China,
Malaysia, Thailand, Bangladesh, Vietnam and Myanmar. As a subcategory of CLT,
TBLT defines communication in a target language as the goal of language learning
(Rodgers, 2001). TBLT is also a response to the constraints of traditional approaches
that teach so that learners will master certain forms (Ellis, 2003). TBLT is of great
interest in linguistics because it emphasizes meaning, real-world language use, and
communicative activities (Richards & Rodgers, 2001). Nunan (2006) identified six
elements of an effective task, namely, goals, input data, task types, teacher role,
learner role, and settings, whereas Jeon & Hahn (2006) arrived at five task
components: goals, input data, classroom settings, activity types, and assessment.
Common to the two research groups were task goals, input data, and settings. Goals
vary broadly from general outcomes for the whole course to specific desired
outcomes for each lesson. Input data refers to the teaching materials that will guide
students in undertaking tasks in class. The classroom settings where students are to
perform their tasks have important influences on both learners and teachers. Flexible
settings that provide learners with pleasant atmospheres promote target language use

and can help teachers control class activities (Jeon & Hahn, 2006).
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Objectives
1. To investigate EFL teachers’ understandings on task and TBLT concepts
2. To explore the teachers’ views on implementing TBLT in the classroom
3. To identify the reasons why the teachers, choose or avoid implementing

TBLT in the classroom.

Methodology

In this research, Myanmar EFL teachers from selected universities of upper
Myanmar participated in responding to the research questionnaires. The
questionnaire is adopted from In-Jae Jeon and Jung-won Hahn (2006) which is based
on the theories of task and TBLT. Firstly, the questionnaire contains demographic
questions in order to gain information about the teachers’ gender, age, and teaching
experience. The questionnaire composed of 15 closed type items and two open-ended
items, is divided into three sections. The first section (item 1-7) deals with the basic
concept of task and principles of task-based instructions in order to review teachers’
practical understandings of TBLT. The second section (item 8-15) relates to teachers’
positions on classroom practice of implementing TBLT. In the second and third
section, teachers were asked to grade on each question with five options: “strongly
agree”, “agree”, “undecided”, “disagree” and “strongly disagree”. Finally, in the third
section, teachers are asked to rate their own reasons for choosing and avoiding the
implementation of TBLT, with reference to a total of 11 qualitative statements.

The participants were EFL teachers for English majors in Myanmar

universities. To recruit the participants, invitations were sent by email to EFL

teachers using contact information. The goal of the study and the procedures were
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explained in the email, and a consent was included. A total of 73 teachers from

different universities in different areas agreed to participate in the study.

Table 1

Participants’ demographic data (n=73)

PARTICIPANTS

SN INFORMATION
No Percentage

1 Gender male 21 28.77%
female 52 71.23%
2 Age 25-29 12 16.44%
30-39 24 32.88%
40-49 31 42.46%
50 + 6 8.22%
3 Total number of years in teaching Less than 5 15 20.55%
English years

5to 9 years 22 30.14%
10to 20 years 24  32.88%

20+ 12 16.43%

Most respondents had long-term English language teaching (ELT)
experience, of whom 16.43% had more than twenty years’ ELT experience. All the

respondents had a master’s degree in English.
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Results
1. Section (I) of the Questionnaire
Tasks are proposed as useful vehicles for applying these principles. Activities
that involve real communication are essential for language learning. Activities in
which language is used for carrying out meaningful tasks promote learning.
Language that is meaningful to the learner supports the learning process. Section (I)
of the questionnaire includes two parts, teachers’ understanding of Task and their
understanding of TBLT.
1.1 Teachers’ Understanding of Task

Nunan (2004) defines task as 'a piece of classroom work which involves
learners in comprehending, manipulating, producing or interacting in the target
language while their attention is principally focused on meaning rather than on form'.
In the questionnaire survey, question items 1-4 deal with the teachers’ understanding

of Task.
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Table 2

Teachers’ understanding of task (n=73)

Responses Calculation
Strongly Strongly
SN Statement Interpretation
disagree  DisagreeUndecided Agree agree Mean SD
1 Ataskisa
3.5 Partially
communicative goal 13% 14% 14% 27% 32% 1.40
1 understand
directed.
2 Ataskinvolves a
2.6 Partially
primary focus on 22% 24% 29% 15% 10% 1.25
7 understand
meaning.
3 Atask has aclearly 3.6 Partially
10% 13% 12% 31% 34% 1.33
defined outcome. 6 understand
4 A task is any activity
in which the target
2.5 Partially
language 25% 31% 23% 11% 10% 1.25
0 understand
is used by the
learner.
Average 3.0 Partially
18% 21% 20% 21% 22% 1.40
9 understand
Note:

1.00-2.33=Not understand
2.34-3.66=Partially understand

3.67-5.00=Fully understand.

1.2 Teachers’ Understanding of TBLT

Task-Based Language Teaching (TBLT) refers to an approach based on

the use of tasks as the core unit of planning and instruction in language teaching

(Willis 1996). Question items 5-7 deal with the teachers’ understandings of TBLT.
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Table 3

Teachers’ Understanding of TBLT (n=73)

RESPONSES

CALCULATION

SN STATEMENT
Strongly
Disagree Undecided Agree
disagree

Strongly

agree

SD

INTERPRETATION

5 TBLT is
consistent with
the principles of
o 12% 20% 20% 24%
communicative
language
teaching.
6 TBLT is based
on the student-
centered 11% 13% 22% 24%
instructional
approach.
7 TBLT includes
three stages:
pre-task, task 16% 24% 20% 23%
implementation,

and post-task.

24%

30%

17%

3.28

3.49

3.01

1.34

1.33

1.34

Partially understand

Partially understand

Partially understand

AVERAGE 13% 19% 21% 24%

24%

3.26

135

Partially understand

2. Section II of the Questionnaire

2.1 Teachers’ Views on Implementing TBLT (Positive statements)

In this section, items 8-11 are constructed in positive statements which are

related to the teacher’s views and classroom practice of implementing TBLT.
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Table 4

Teachers’ views on implementing TBLT (Positive statements) (n=73)

SN

RESPONSES

CALCULATION

STATEMENT Strongly

disagree

Disagree Undecided Agree

Strongly

agree

Mean SD

INTERPRETATION

I have interest in
implementing
13%
TBLT in the
classroom.
TBLT provides
a relaxed
atmosphere to
22%
promote the
target language
use.
TBLT activates
learners’ needs 10%
and interests.
TBLT pursues
the development
of integrated 15%
skills in the

Classroom.

15% 17% 20%

24% 29% 15%

13% 12% 31%

12% 13% 20%

35%

10%

34%

40%

3.49 1.42

2.67 1.25

3.66 1.33

3.58 1.48

Effective

Effective

Effective

Effective

AVERAGE 15%

16% 18% 22%

30%

335 143

Effective

2.2 Teachers’ Views on Implementing TBLT (Negative statements)

In this section, items (12-15) are constructed in negative statements which

are related to teacher’s views and classroom practice of implementing TBLT.
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Table 5

Teachers’ views on implementing TBLT (Negative statements) (n=73)

STATEMENT

RESPONSES

CALCULATION

Strongly

disagree

Disagree

Undecided

Agree

Strongly

agree

Mean SD

INTERPRETATION

12

13

14

TBLT gives much
psychological
burden to teacher
as a facilitator.
TBLT requires
much preparation
time compared to
other Approaches.
TBLT is proper
for controlling
classroom
arrangements.
TBLT materials
should be
meaningful and
purposeful based
on the real-world

context.

10%

12%

18%

10%

11%

14%

15%

11%

25%

20%

22%

20%

28%

24%

21%

24%

26%

30%

24%

35%

3.46

3.63

1.36

1.32

Not so satisfied

Not so satisfied

Not so satisfied

Not so satisfied

AVERAGE

13%

13%

22%

24%

29%

3.44

135

Not so satisfied

3. Section (III) of the Questionnaire

3.1 Reasons why Teachers Use TBLT in the Classroom

According to the data, most of the teachers (82.19%) use TBLT in the

classroom. The data have been shown in the following table.
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Table 6

Participants’ responses on the use of TBLT in their teaching (n=73)

Responses

SN  Question item
Yes No

1 Do you use TBLT in your teaching? 60 (82.19%) 13 (17.81%)

Out of the 73 participant, 60 teachers use TBLT in the classroom for their own
reasons.

In particular, TBLT is useful for the development of speaking skills and for
learners to increase the fluency, complexity, and accuracy of their spoken output.
Task-based work helps students to build more self-confidence to use the target
language (both inside and outside the classroom).

3.2 Reasons why the Teachers Avoid TBLT in the Classroom
There are a few teachers who avoid TBLT in the classroom for their own
reasons. They avoid TBLT because they have some difficulties in implementing
TBLT in the classroom.

Task-based language teaching (TBLT) is one of the widely discussed
teaching approaches at present. Teaching a lesson using tasks needs careful
consideration of the age and interests of the learners. Participants who have other

reasons wrote them down as shown in the following table.
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Table 7
Reasons why the teachers avoid TBLT in the classroom mentioned in open-ended

items (n=13)

SN DESCRIPTION

1 Teacher 6
Task-based language teaching (TBLT) is one of the widely discussed teaching
approaches at present. Teaching a lesson using tasks needs careful consideration of the
age and interests of the learners. Characteristics and advantages of TBLT; teacher and
student roles; and teachers’ perceptions of task-based language teaching are to be
considered. Though English language teachers hold positive attitudes on task-based
language teaching as a current EFL approach, they are not well aware of the methods
of using this approach in their classrooms.

2 Teacher 7
1’d like to report on teachers’ knowledge of TBLT and difficulties in deploying TBLT.
Teachers’ understanding of TBLT was limited and varied in Myanmar. The
implementation gap was attributed to various contextual constraints such as exams,
teachers’ beliefs, and pressures and challenges from the university. Teachers
disseminated both similar and differentiated views towards problems and solutions.

3 Teacher 8
In Myanmar, the primary role of the teachers is to transmit profound knowledge, and
the students receive the authoritative knowledge passively, without challenging or
interrupting their teachers, whereas in TBLT, teachers should employ learner-centered
methods to facilitate the learning process. The conventional view of learning languages
as a process of knowledge memorization and accumulation rather than a process for
practical purposes has been accounted for the failure of nurturing students’

communicative competence.
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Table 7 (Continued)

SN DESCRIPTION

4 Teacher 9
1 know nothing about TBLT. I never listened to the trainings even if I went there.
But I try to provide as many activities as possible for students.
5 Teacher 10
When I organized some pair or group activities, some students from my class would be

highly demotivated and would ask me to teach grammar points for exams.

With this study, the perceptions of task-based language teaching among a
group of EFL lecturers at universities in Myanmar have been explored firstly. The
quantitative and qualitative study findings revealed that most of the teachers held
positive views of TBLT and had at least a basic understanding of the approach. In
section (I), the collected data shows that Myanmar EFL teachers partially understand
and rate in high means to the definition of the task that “a task has a clearly defined

outcome.”
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Teachers’ understanding of task

18
16 56
14
12 3.51
10
8
6 1.33
@267 1.4
4 1.4
25 125
: — i
Mean SD

e==@=== A task has a clearly defined outcome.

A task is a communicative goal directed.
e AvVerage
e==@=== A task involves a primary focus on meaning.

e==@u== A task is any activity in which the target language is used by the learner.

Figure 1: Teachers’ understanding of task (n=73)

As shown in Figure 1, regarding the definitions of TBLT, the highest mean
went to the definition that TBLT is based on the student-centered instructional

approach.
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Teachers’ understandings of TBLT

14
3.49
12
10 3.28
8
6 1.33
4 1.34
5 =31 1.35
— 134
0
Mean SD

TBLT is based on the student-centered instructional approach.

TBLT is i with the principles of icative | teachi
@ Average

e==@==s TBLT includes three stages: pre-task, task implementation, and post-task.

Figure 2: Teachers’ Understanding of TBLT (n=73)

Teachers cited as strengths of TBLT that it encouraged students’ target
language use and increased their language competence as TBLT is consistent with
the principles of communicative language teaching.

In section (IT) of the questionnaire, the results show that most of the
Myanmar EFL teachers have interest in implementing TBLT in the classroom. And

they also have positive views on implementing TBLT in the classroom.
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Teachers’ views on implementing TBLT (Positive statements)

(n=73)
18
16
14
12
10
8 33
1.3
6 1.48
4 1.42
2 C=267 1.43
— 1.25
0
Mean SD

=@ TBLT activates learners’ needs and interests.
TBLT pursues the development of integrated skills in the Classroom.
I have interest in implementing TBLT in the classroom.

e Average

e==@=== TBLT provides a relaxed atmosphere to promote the target language use.

Figure 3: Teachers’ views on implementing TBLT (Positive statements) (n=73)

The statement “I have interest in implementing TBLT in the classroom.”
(Mean=3.49) is related to the teachers’ view on implementing TBLT. In the negative
statements, they are not so satisfied that TBLT materials should be meaningful and
purposeful based on the real-world context. The results of the question items (12) and

(15) show that some teachers have negative views on implementing TBLT.
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Chart TTeachers’ views on implementing TBLT (Negative statements)

(n=73)

20
18
16
14
12
10
8

p 1.32

1.26

4 1.36

, o 1.35

— 142

Mean SD

es=@==s TBLT materials should be meaningful and purposeful based on the real-world context.
TBLT gives much psychological burden to teacher as a facilitator.
TBLT requires much preparation time compared to other Approaches.

@ Average

e==@=== TBLT is proper for controlling classroom arrangements.

Figure 4: Teachers’ views on implementing TBLT (Negative statements) (n=73)

This may have resulted from the fact that most of the Myanmar EFL
teachers use TBLT methods although TBLT requires much preparation time
compared to other Approaches (Mean=3.46). The section (III) of the questionnaire
identifies the major reason that teachers use or avoid TBLT in the classroom. Most of
the teachers use TBLT for the reason that TBLT improves learners’ interaction skills.
Some teachers also give other reasons namely that carrying out the task is enjoyable

and TBLT helps develop the mutual understanding between the learners.
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Reasons why the teachers use TBLT in the classroom (n=60)

25
20
15
10
133
138
5 135
135
® 127
— 135
0
Mean SD

=@ TBLT improves learners’ interaction skills.
e==@===TBLT promotes learners’ academic progress.
Average
TBLT creates a collaborative learning environment.
=@ TBLT encourages learners’ intrinsic motivation.

e==@=== TBLT is appropriate for small group work.

Figure 5: Reasons why the teachers use TBLT in the classroom (n=60)

And some teachers believe that TBLT is appropriate for small group work,
TBLT makes the learner’s academic progress, TBLT promote learners’ interaction
skills, and TBLT can provoke the students’ intrinsic motivation. The most important

reason is that TBLT improves learners’ interaction skills (Mean=3.80).
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Regarding the major reason that Myanmar EFL teachers avoid
implementing TBLT in the classroom is that large class size is an obstacle to use

task-based methods.

Reasons why the teachers avoid TBLT in the classroom (n=13)

30
25
20
15
10 13
131
1.34
5 1.38
1.36
@ 1.39
— 148
0
Mean SD
e=m@u== | arge class size is an obstacle to use task-based methods.
e==@=== Students are not used to task-based learning.
=@ | have very little knowledge of task-based instruction.
Average
I have difficulty in ing learner’s task-based performance.

=@ Materials in textbooks are not proper for using TBLT.

e==@=== | have limited target language proficiency.

Figure 6: Reasons why the teachers avoid TBLT in the classroom (n=13)

Large class size, teachers’ lack of task-based instruction knowledge and

teachers’ difficulty in assessing learner’s task-based performance are considerable
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challenges to implementing task-based learning approaches. The alignment and
differences can be explained by the fact that the teachers lack trainings and
professional development programs to be proficient in the understanding of TBLT
and that the perceptions and performance of TBLT also depend on the context where
language learning and teaching are taking place. It is important that EFL teachers
have to create the learners’ learning environment to be a relaxed atmosphere and
activate learners’ interest. Task-based activities are meaningful and based on the real
world and authentic materials. Thus, the findings echoed previous studies in those
constraints like teachers’ proficiency, large class size, the evaluation system of the
teachers, were all identified within the context. The in-service trainings and
demonstration classes were reflected as ineffective and impractical in teachers’

individual context.

Recommendations

This study investigated EFL teachers' attitudes toward task-based language
teaching (TBLT), regarding their familiarity with the idea of TBLT, their actual use
of TBLT, and contextual factors that impede the implementation of TBLT in the
higher education context of Myanmar. Results of this study are derived from
discussion concerned with qualitative and quantitative data. The findings in the study
show that though there are constraints from various aspects (including, the teaching
materials, large class size etc.) for the successful implementation of TBLT, TBLT as
a communicative teaching approach received very positive feedback from teachers.
The majority of the teachers in this study hold positive views towards TBLT even
though they have a low-level understanding of principles and practices of TBLT. The

results addressed the issues existed in the training of EFL teachers. This study also
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highlighted the need for the ELT teachers to further develop their professional skills
in terms of their competence to deal with large class size teaching, material
development and English proficiency. Based on the findings, this research is intended
to yield informative insights regarding sustainable curriculum change management,
policy implementation and professional development of English teachers in the EFL

context of Myanmar.
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Abstract

Academic clusters frame the thoughts between discourses. These clusters
were extensively explored in a written discourse while few shed the light on spoken
discourse. Therefore, this work aimed to explore the cluster list and analyze the
structural patterns of spoken academic presentations in Ted Talk. The self-compiled
corpus entitled ‘Pop Ted Talks’ included 183,275 running words retrieved from three
poplar playlists in Ted Talk official website. Word Smith Tool version 7.0 was used
to generate the spoken academic cluster lists. For the structural analysis, the clusters
were classified into three main different types based on Biber et al. (2004)’s
taxonomy. The results revealed that there were 62 cluster types with some of the
socio-cultural clusters in the Pop Ted Talks corpus. Structurally, the noun phrase and
prepositional phrase fragments covered almost half of the corpus (45.54%), followed
by 40.32% of verb phrase fragments and 16.13 % of dependent clause fragments,
respectively. This study found that clusters in Ted Talk shared similar characteristics

with academic lecture genre.

Keywords: academic discourse, presentation genre, spoken discourse, corpus

analysis, Ted Talk
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Introduction

Research in phraseology has contributed a great deal of knowledge to both
first and second language for more than half of a century. It is widely known that
clusters, also known in other terminologies such as lexical bundles (Biber & Barbieri,
2007; Biber, Johansson, Leech, Conrad & Finegan, 1999), formulaic sequence
(Alison Wray, 2000, 2013) and multi-word cluster (Biber, Conrad & Cortes, 2004),
shape and frame the discourse in a language. Such clusters facilities both speakers
and listeners to convey the messages comprehensively (Wray, 2000). As Biber et al.
(1999) defined, these clusters are an extended collocation that has no association with
semantics but pragmatics, and they appear in incomplete grammatical forms.
Additionally, many experts (e.g., Ellis, Simpson-Vlach & Maynard 2008; Simpson-
Vlach & Ellis, 2010; Wray, 2000, 2006, 2013) proposed that not only L1 speakers but
also L2 speakers need to master the clusters simply because such sequences occur in
the everyday conversation (Biber et al., 2004; Conrad & Biber, 2005). Specifically,
L2 speakers who master the cluster could increase their fluency in the linguistics
productions and speak more naturally (Chen & Baker, 2010; Cortes, 2002, 2006;
Greaves & Warren, 2020; Hyland, 2008a, 2008b; Hyland & Jiang, 2018). In the
spoken discourse, it is widely acknowledged that the spoken clusters are seen as the
key component to fame the discourse for the effective communication (McCarthy,
2001; O’keeffe; McCarthy & Carter, 2007).

The body of knowledge has been greatly developed over time. In the
groundbreaking, Biber et al. (1999) explored the clusters in the spoken and written
corpora to understand their characteristics both structurally and functionally. After
that, clusters were also investigated in the different registers, and it is apparent that

they vary from register to register (Biber et al., 2004; Kim, 2009). Apart from that,
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the similar works further put forward this knowledge to academic written discourse in
the different disciplines; for this reason, many corpus linguists (see Cortes, 2004;
Hyland, 2008a, 2008b) confirmed the variation in the academic disciplines. As can be
seen, the academic clusters received much attention and provided many diverse
clusters in different disciplines such as medicine (Jalali & Moini, 2014; Mbodj-Diop,
2016; Panthong & Poonpon, 2020b), agriculture (Shi, 2010), applied linguistics (Al
Fajri, Kirana & Kharisma Putri, 2020; Mirzai, Gaskaree, Richter & Doosty 2020;
Ren, 2021), pharmacy(Grabowski, 2015), hard science (Salazar, 2014), law (Breeze,
2013), engineering (Chen, 2010). Based on this variation, Hyland (2008a) found the
academic clusters related to sociocultural background i.e., ‘in the Hong Kong’ (p.49);
such clusters are believed that they reflect the discourse community for the effective
communication. To date, the boundary of research is extended to several research
areas such as clusters and move analysis(Al-Shujairi et al., 2020; Cortes, 2013; Hong,
2020; E. S. Kim & Lee, 2020; Mizumoto et al., 2017), clusters and language
assessment (Staples et al., 2013), clusters and research paradigm (Candarli & Jones,
2019; Cao, 2021).

However, the relatively rare research underlines the cluster in a spoken
discourse, especially in an academic discourse. Some research explores the clusters in
the conversation (McCarthy, 2001; McCarthy & Handford, 2004; O’keeffe,
McCarthy, Carter, 2007; Panthong & Poonpon, 2020a), discussion (Heng, Kashiha &
Tan, 2014), and some classroom lectures (Kashiha & Heng, 2013, 2014b; Nesi &
Basturkmen, 2006). Another boundary of this research attention is shifted to a
presentation genre on which a few pieces of research focus. Liu and Chen (2020), for

example, explored functional analysis and variation (in a discourse level), finding
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that clusters in ted talk were contextualized in discourse organization. As can be seen,
the research on the structural analysis of clusters is still relatively rare.

Ted Talk is recognised by one of the academic presentation given by the
experts in each field in order to share their experience or their knowledge (Wingrove,
2022). According to Tsai (2015), Ted Talk is considered to be a successful
presentation, and such presentation can motivate the listeners with the ‘high-energy
talk(s)” (Uicheng & Crabtree, 2018, p.4). Additionally, this talk grabs much attention
of the research to explore the characteristics of the talk such as academic vocabulary
to enhance listening skills (Wingrove, 2017), rhetorical move (Ratanakul, 2017),
discourse markers (Crible et al., 2019; Hamdi, 2020; Uicheng & Crabtree, 2018),
spoken academic in Ted Talk (Liu & Chen, 2019), lexical coverage
(Nurmukhamedov, 2017).

To address these gaps, the purposes of this research are to explore the
cluster list and analyze the structural patterns of a spoken academic presentation in
Ted Talk. It is expected that the results of this research would be maximally useful
for teachers, EFL students, and presenters as the list for their presentation

preparation.

Research Objectives
1. To explore the spoken academic clusters in Ted Talks

2. To analyze structures of the spoken academic clusters in Ted Talks
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Research Method

The study was situated in a corpus-based analysis. Hence, quantitative data
were based on a frequency driven approach, and qualitative data were investigated by
concordance lines.

Corpus Compilation

The Pop Ted Talk corpus is the self-compiled corpus with 183,275 running
words. It was invented from the 60 pieces transcription of Ted Talks in three popular
playlists in 2020 (composed and suggested by the official website). As Wingrove
(2017) claimed, the popular playlist could potentially imply the representativeness of
the Talks.

The process of data collection introduced two steps. First, the popular
playlist was accessed through the official website and then it was transcribed. To
ensure correctness, the inter-coder process was followed up. After that, those pieces

of transcription were electronically transferred into .txt files separated by folders.

Data Analysis

Word Smith Tool

This computational software program Word Smith Tool version 7.0 (Scott,
2019) was chosen to explore the clusters in the corpus. This software, as Ari (2006)
suggested, provide more accurate results than any other program while Ant Conc
Anthony (2020) counted the contraction as two word units. Additionally, features
such as cluster, wordlist and concordance allow the research to explore the cluster in

this corpus.
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Structural Taxonomy

To analyze the structure of clusters, this study adopted Biber et al. (2004).

This extended taxonomy includes more types than this previous one (Biber et al.,

1999). Indeed, it is purposively devised from a variety of registers such as classroom

lectures, conversations, and textbooks. Consequently, this structural taxonomy

consists of three types and 17 sub types as shown in Table 1.

Table 1

The structural taxonomy of Clusters by Biber et al. (2004)

No.  Types Sub-types Examples
1 Verb phrase 1. 1%/ 2" person pronoun You don’t have to
fragments +verb phrase fragment D’m not going to

2.3 person pronoun +verb
phrase fragment

3. Discourse maker + pronoun
+verb phrase fragment

4. Verb phrase (non passive
verb)

5. Verb phrase (passive verb)

6. Yes-no question fragments

1t’s going to
That’s one of the
1 mean you know
You know it was
Is going to be

Is one of the

Is based on

Can be used to
Are you going to

Do you want to
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Table 1 (Continued)

The structural taxonomy of Clusters by Biber et al. (2004)

No.  Types Sub-types Examples
7. Wh- question fragments What do you think
How many of you
2 Dependent clause 1. 1st/ 2nd person pronoun I want you to
fragments dependent clause fragments You might want to
2. Wh-clause fragments What I want to
What’s going to
happen
3. If- clause fragments If we look at
If you have a
4. To-clause fragments To be able to
Want to do this
5. That-clause fragments That this is a
That I want to
3. Noun phrase and 1. Noun phrase with of-phrase ~ One of the things
prepositional fragments The end of the
phrase fragments
2. Noun phrase with other The way in which

post-modifier fragments

Those of you who
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Table 1 (Continued)

The structural taxonomy of Clusters by Biber et al. (2004)

No.  Types Sub-types Examples
3. Other noun phrase A little bit more
expression Or something like
that
4. Prepositional phrase At the end of the
expression Of the thing that
5. Comparative expression As well as the

As far as the

Operationalization

After the data collection, the analytical process also introduces two stages:
the identification of clusters, and the structural analysis.

The first stage is to identify clusters and generate the list of clusters. All
electronic files in .txt formats were transferred to the Word Smith Tool and generate
the list of four-word clusters. The rationale for for-word clusters is that two and three
word clusters are too numerous in the corpus while five- and six word clusters are
extensively rare and some of them contain four-word clusters inside (Biber et al.,
1999; Csomay, 2013). Also, the cut-off point criterion is based on Biber et al. (2004)
who set criteria at least 40 times with minimum of five ranges for one million words
corpus. However, the size of a corpus in this work is different, so the normalization

was set at 8 times with minimum of five rages. Because the clusters occur in the
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corpus overwhelmingly, the cut-off point should be applied to ensure the probability
of occurrence in the discourse. According to Biber et al. (2004), Biber (2006), and
Biber and Barbieri (2007), clusters must occur at least 40 times per 1 million words
with minimum 5 texts. This can ensure the variety of occurrences rather than the
writer's preferences and generalize the chance of familiar chunks in the discourse
(Biber et al., 1999; O’keeffe et al., 2007). Another criterion for cluster identification
is the exclusion. This method allows the researcher to eliminate the overlapping
clusters generated from the computational software and to avoid the inflation of
cluster lists. As a result, this study adopted this approach from Chen and Baker
(2010) to exclude five-word clusters. For example, ‘it’s going to be’ and ‘going to be
a’ are considered as the continuous phrase, so only the former part is counted as the
cluster in this study.

Another stage is to analyze the structural types of clusters. Using Biber et
al. (2004), this study classified the clusters into three different types of structures.
It should be noted that the cluster appears in the fragments; consequently, the
concordance lines of each cluster were observed in order to explore the structures line

by line. After that, the number of occurrences of structural types was calculated.

Results

The Occurrence of Clusters

Research Question 1: What are the spoken academic clusters in Ted Talks?

The results revealed that there are 62 cluster types in Ted Talk corpus. As
shown in the Table below, ‘I want you to’ occur 30 times across 8 texts as the most
common in this corpus. On the other hands, the cluster ‘it turns out that’ appear at 20

times with 10 texts.
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Table 2.

The top twenty frequency of clusters in a Pop Ted Talk corpus

No.  Clusters F R No. Clusters F R
1 I want you to 30 8 11 at the same time 15 14
2 in the United States 25 14 12 a lot of people 15 11
3 to be able to 23 17 13 one of the things 15 10
4 going to have to 21 10 14 I don't want to 13 7
5 one of the most 20 16 15 going to show you 13 7
6 of the United States 20 12 16 when it comes to 13 8
7 is going to be 19 9 17 president of the United 13 8
8 the end of the 18 13 18 to make sure that 12 8
9 and I think that 16 6 19 so that we can 12 5
10 thank yousomuch 16 9 20 it turns out that 12 10

*F=frequency, **R=Range

Furthermore, three academic clusters are embedded with the socio-cultural

background; that is, they reflect the discourse communities of the speakers (Chen &

Baker, 2016). The clusters ‘in the United States’ with 25 times and 14 texts, and ‘of

the United states’ with 20 times and 12 texts reflect the location of the discourse in

the target place (see Example 1 and 2). However, ‘president of the United’ was used

to refer to the person as seen in Example 3.

Example 1 - in the United States

e This study tracked 30,000 adults in the United States for eight years, and

they started ... (P1.S7)
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Example 2 - of the United States

e  People of color makeup around 40 percent of the United States population.

So why is it a University of Michigan study found ... (P2.S10)
Example 3 - president of the United

e  You know? You can be anything. You could be the President of the United

States, or the inventor .... (P1.S14)

Structural Types

Research Question 2: What are the structures of the spoken academic
clusters in Ted Talks?

After analyzing the clusters based on Biber et al. (2004), this study found
there are 45.54 % of noun phrase and prepositional phrase fragments, followed by
verb phrase fragment (40.32%) and dependent clause fragments (16.13%) as shown

in Figure 1.

ENP mVP mDP

Figure 1: The distribution of structural types of academic spoken clusters.
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The following sessions reported the results of subcategories of each
structural type and show how clusters were used in the contexts.
1. Noun phrase and prepositional phrase fragments
This corpus provides the largest proportion of noun phrase and
prepositional phrase fragments. The total number of noun phrase is 27 cluster types,
and only three structural types including noun phrase with of-phrase fragments, other
noun phrase expressions, and prepositional phrase expressions are found in this
corpus. Example 4 show the context of how the cluster entitled ‘at the same time’
was used to show the contrast in the context, and ‘the end of the’ as the noun phrase
with of-phrase fragments refers to the time in the discourse (see Example 5).
Example 4 — at the same time
e ... you have chopsticks influences the food that you can cook. But at the
same time, chopsticks reflect the communal nature of eating food. (P3.13)
Example 5 — one of the reasons
e ... here's what we project out through the end of the century: more than 33

million people.... (P3.18)

2. Verb phrase fragments

The number of clusters with verb phrase fragments is 25 types. The result
revealed that there are clusters embedded with 1%/ 2™ person pronoun +verb phrase
fragment, 3" person pronoun +verb phrase fragment, verb phrase (non-passive verb),
verb phrase (passive verb), yes-no question fragments. Nevertheless, two structural
types which are discourse maker + pronoun +verb phrase fragment and Wh- question
fragments were not found in this corpus. As displayed in Example 6, the 1%/ 2"

person pronoun +verb phrase fragments titled ‘I’m going to show’ was used to
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introduce the new topic. Similarly, ‘is going to be’ regarded as the verb phrase (non-
passive verb) refers to the results in the discourse.
Example 6 — I'm going to show
e ['m going to show you Dominique Strauss-Kahn with Obama who's
chattering with his fingertips. (P1.11)
Example 7 — is going to be
e .. Ican't, sitting in this position of comfort and safety, say anything that I

think is going to be accurate and appropriate to that... (P2.10)

3. Dependent clause fragments
Ten cluster types were identified as dependent clause fragments. There are
four subtypes e.g., 1/ 2 person pronoun dependent clause fragments, wh-clause
fragments, to-clause fragments, and that-clause fragments while no if-clause
fragments existed in this corpus. To-infinitive clause fragments ‘o make sure that’
was used to show the purposes in the academic presentation as can be seen in
Example 8. In addition to that, ‘when it comes to’ (wh-clause fragments) was
explored to the transition of the topic in Example 9.
Example 8 — to make sure that
e These are the steps that we're going to have to take to make sure that we
have a democracy and the democracy endures. (P2.2)
Example 9 — when it comes to
e ...itisthe world's loss. Because when it comes to creativity and to

leadership, we need introverts doing what they do best (P1.14)
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Discussions

The research of this study found two major findings. The first finding is the
results of the socio-cultural clusters, and another finding is the structural types that
share similar characteristics with the academic lecture genre. Hence, these two points
were discussed in the following sessions.

First, the corpus in this present study provides 62 cluster types with three
cluster types of the socio-cultural clusters. This result is in an agreement with the
previous research. Hyland (2008a, 2008b) undertook the research of academic written
discourse, finding ‘in Hong Kong bank’ used to contextualize the location. Similarly,
Biber et al. (2004) also found lexical bundles embedded with this such background
‘in the United States’ in the written discourse. Therefore, this could be explained by
the fact that the socio-cultural clusters or bundles are likely to occur in both academic
spoken and written discourses by reflecting the discourse community.

Apart from the first result, this study found that noun phrase and
prepositional phrase fragments are common in Ted Talk. This result is partially
different with the previous research (i.e., Biber et al., 1999, 2004; Conrad & Biber,
2005; Kashiha & Heng, 2014a; Kim, 2009) postulating that the prevalent structural
type in spoken discourse is verb phrase fragments while the noun phrase and
prepositional fragments are common in a written discourse. Unlike previous research,
this Ted Talks is related to an academic discourse; henceforth, it is likely to share
similar characteristics with the classroom lectures found in past works (see Kashiha
& Heng, 2013, 2014b; Nesi & Basturkmen, 2006). For this reason, it could be

potentially concluded that structures of clusters in Ted Talk genre are the same as



Vol. 19 No. 3 (September-December) 2021 Journal of Humanities & Social Sciences (JHUSOC) n

those in lectures while Liu and Chen (2020) claimed that the functions of clusters in
lectures and Ted talk are different. As a result, this result informs the body of
knowledge in a genre study that structural clusters between Ted Talk and lectures

share the similar characteristics.

Recommendations

Once again, this present study aims to explore and analyze the spoken
academic clusters in self-compiled corpus entitled ‘Pop Ted Talks’, finding that 62
bundles and most of them appear in Noun phrase and prepositional phrase fragments
forms while the least frequent structure type is dependent clause fragments. For this
result, it can add one aspect into the body knowledge of formulaic sequence that
clusters in Ted Talks are similar to those in the academic lectures.

This study is likely to rebound the maximal benefits for those who would
like to encourage the fluency of speaking skills especially in the presentation mode.
The clusters, once again, can enhance the fluency of productive skills and even
reduce the mental processing for the learners (Hyland, 2008a). In addition to that,
Additionally, it should be noted that these clusters could be useful as the linguistic
resources in the pre-task session during the speaking class to shift their fluency of
linguistics production (Ellis et al., 2008; Simpson-Vlach & Ellis, 2010).

Still, this research has many limitations, so further research may fill the gap
with the following suggestions. First, the corpus size of this study is relatively small,
so further research shows a wide range of disciplines in order to increase the balanced
elements for a corpus. Additionally, these clusters are considered as the structure;
consequently, another school of thought such as rhetorical moves should be bridged

to explore how each cluster is used in each presentation step.
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Manuscript Preparation Guidelines for the Submission of
Academic and Research Articles in Journal of

Humanities and Social Sciences (JHUSOC)

1. The full article should be submitted in the Word File as an electronic file
using Microsoft Office Word 2010 onwards via the website: https://s003.tci-
thaijo.org/index.php/jhusoc/index.

2. The article must be relevant to Humanities and Social Sciences of the
following areas: Language, Linguistics and Literature, Philosophy and Religion,
Ethnics, Library and Information Science, Music and Performance Arts, Fine and
Applied Arts, Tradition and Culture, Tourism, History and Archaeology, Law and
Politics, Social Development and Social Studies, Education, and Technology and
Learning Innovation.

3. The article must be typed on AS paper to include figures, tables,
references, and author’s brief personal data. Moreover, it should be between 15-20
pages in length.

4. Font

4.1 Angsana New with font size 14 is required. The article must be
typed in one column and single spacing. The top-bottom margins of 2 cm. and the
left-right margins of 1.8 cm. are used.

4.2 Both Thai and English article titles should be in bold face, font

size 16 with initial caps of the content words, and be centered. Only English title is

required for the article written in English or other languages.
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4.3 The author's name (and the advisor’s name) must be written in both
Thai and English. It must also be typed in bold using font size 14 and centered on the
page. For the Thai article, the author’s name is numbered in order.

4.4 Department(s)/program(s), faculty(s) and affiliation(s) must be
written in both Thai and English, and set flush on the left using font size 12 below the
author’s name. For the Thai article, their Thai information is numbered in order.

5. Either Thai or English article can be submitted. In the case of an English
article, it must be verified and signed by an English language expert before being sent
to the editor.

6. The article submitted for publication in JHUSOC has not already been
published elsewhere or is not under consideration by peer reviewers for publication
in other journals.

7. The article must contain both Thai and English abstracts with no more
than 1 page of AS, or between 150-200 words. Only English abstract is required for
the article written in English or other languages.

8. The author must strictly comply with the reference system and the
criteria for the publication of academic or research articles set by the journal.

9. The article will be reviewed by least three (3) external peer reviewers
from different institutes. This goes in line with the Office of Civil Service
Commission's announcement relevant to the criteria and procedures for considering
the academic appointment of university lecturers (Issue no. 4) B.E. 2564.

10. The Editorial board is responsible for the final decision regarding

acceptance or rejection of the article published in the journal.
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11. The author will be officially informed if his/her article is not accepted.
However, the manuscript will not be sent back to him/her.

12. The author/authors (researcher/researchers) must write the personal
information in English in the last part of the article below the references, providing a
title (Mr. / Mrs. / Miss), an academic position i.e. Assistant Professor / Associate
Professor / Professor (if any), and a doctoral degree i.e. Dr. (If any). A full address,
including a postal code, a fax number, and an email address, should also be provided.
It is noted if the author is a master’s or doctoral student, his/her personal information
must be presented while his/her advisors’ individual information is not required.

For examples:

Author
Assistant Professor Dr. Akkarapon Nuemaihom
English Program, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
Buriram Rajabhat University 439 Jira Rd., Muang District, Buriram
Province 31000

Fax: 044-6128585 Tel: 081-8204402 E-mail: akkarapon2512@gmail.com
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+% Components of Articles %

To write an academic article, clear points should be identified and
appropriate sequences of the content should be considered. The article should consist
of the following parts:

1. Title: The title should possess the short, concise and meaningful words.
It should be written in a word level, not a sentence level. The title with 8-15 words
must be written in both Thai and English. Moreover, the Thai title is typed first,
followed by the English one on the next line. However, only English title is required
for the article written in English or other foreign languages.

2. Abstract: The article contents are clearly summarized. Both Thai and
English abstracts are required. A one-page Thai abstract with 150-200 words is
written first, followed by the English one with the same number of words.

It is noted that only English abstract is required for the article written in English or
other foreign languages.

3. Keyword: The keywords appropriate for retrieving information from the
database are identified. Both Thai and English 3-5 keywords are required and must
be placed below the abstract. It is noted that only English keywords are required for
the article written in English or other foreign languages.

4. Introduction: The article background is presented. The article scope is
also specified.
5. Body of Text: The main contents and sub-topics of the article are

identified. Moreover, the topics are sorted by the contents.
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6. References: In-text citation is based on the author-year system of the
APA (American Psychological Association) style (6™ edition). It is noted that all

entries in the text should be listed in the references.

% Components of Research Articles %

The research results should be presented systematically. The research
article should be composed of the following parts:

1. Title: The title should possess the short, concise and meaningful words.
It should be written in a word level, not a sentence level. The title with 8-15 words
must be written in both Thai and English. Moreover, the Thai title is typed first,
followed by the English one on the next line. However, only English title is required
for the article written in English or other foreign languages.

2. Abstract: The important research components, including objectives,
population, sample group, instruments, statistics for data analysis, and research
results. Both Thai and English abstracts must be written. The length of each language
is not more than 1 page or between 150-200 words. It is noted that only English
abstract is required for the article written in English or other foreign languages.

3. Keyword: The keywords appropriate for retrieving information from the
database are identified. Both Thai and English 3-5 keywords are required and must
be placed below the abstract. It is noted that only English abstract is required for the

article written in English or other foreign languages.
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4. Introduction: The significance of research problems is identified. The
relevant literature is reviewed. In addition, the overall benefits obtained from the
research results are also presented.

5. Objective: The research objectives are clearly identified to reflect the
overall picture of the research.

6. Methodology: The research methods, including population, samples,
instruments, steps of data collection, and statistics for data analysis, are clearly
indicated.

7. Results: The research results obtained from analyzing the data are
clearly interpreted according to the research objectives.

8. Discussion: The research results are discussed with theoretical support
so as to check whether the current research results are in line with or against the
previous studies.

9. Recommendations: Utilization of the research results, and guidelines
for the next research should be recommended.

10. References: The references must be based on APA (American

Psychological Association) style (6" edition).
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* Writing References *

1. Both Thai and foreign authors’ names in the in-text citation must be
written in English only. Moreover, their last names should be written first, followed
by the year of publication, and/or page numbers, for example, Nuemaihom (2014) or
(Nuemaihom, 2014: 23).

2. References are listed fully in alphabetical order according to the last
name of the author and not numbered. Moreover, the last name is written first,
followed by the initial letter of his/her first name.

3. For referring the Thai documents, the documents must be translated into
English, and the additional word “in Thai” must be put in the brackets [ ] i.e. [in
Thai]. It is noted that the same format for referring both Thai and English documents
is required.

For example:

References

Nuemaihom, A. (2010). Speaking English in all situations (2™ ed.). Bangkok: Digital
Media Learning and Production Center. [in Thai]

Sato, K. (2003). Improving our students speaking skills: Using selective error
correction and group work to reduce anxiety and encourage real
communication. Japan: Akita Prefectural.

Yothimas, D. (2015). 4 study and development of innovation on tourism English
communication for tourism personnel at Phnom Rung Sanctuary in
Chaloemphrakiat district, Buriram province (Research

report). Buriram: Buriram Rajabhat University. [in Thai]
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(For further information about the guidelines on writing references, please visit the

website: http://jhusoc.bru.ac.th)

This reference style will come into effect from

Vol. 17 No.1 (January-April) 2019 onwards.
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The editorial board
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to two peer reviewers.

The manuscript is

double-blind peer . | ’ 20 days

1-2 months — reviewed.
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The editorial board The author is
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made by the author. his/her revisions.

* The author can make modifications for only one time,
and his/her manuscript may be rejected for publication
if the correction is not completed within the time frame.

The editorial board issues a letter of acceptance for publication. 2 days
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The editorial board prepares the manuscript, and sends it to the printing house for publication. 10 days
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