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Abstract
This study analyzes the concepts and moral insights conveyed through the character
“Phra Maha Thera Khanchong” in the film The Legend of King Naresuan, Part 1: The Hostage

of Hongsawadi (2007). It examines the character’s role as an intellectual and spiritual guide,

alongside the construction of King Naresuan’s image as a strong and decisive leader, an image
consistent with the concept of the Chakravartin (King of Kings), which emphasizes centralized
authority and legitimacy in governance. The findings reveal that the film portrays King
Naresuan’s development through rigorous training and mentorship under Phra Maha Thera
Khanchong, encompassing academic knowledge, military skills, and moral virtues such as
compassion, forgiveness, and responsibility toward others, qualities that form the foundation
of a leader who unites power with virtue. Moreover, the character serves to legitimize the
structure of authority, functioning as both an advisor and a moral compass to the king. The
film's dialogue further reflects the intertwined relationship between religion and politics, which
may be interpreted through the concepts of the Chakravartin and the Mandala model (also
referred to as the “candlelight” theory), both of which provide key frameworks for
understanding power structures in Southeast Asia. The study concludes that the film functions
not merely as entertainment but as a medium for transmitting political and moral ideology
through the interweaving of power, virtue, and belief in accumulated merit (bun barami).
These elements play a significant role in shaping the meaning and public perception of

leadership within Thai society.

Keywords: King of Kings, The Ten Kingly Virtues,
The Legend of King Naresuan Part I: Hongsawadee’s Hostage,
Phra Maha Thera KhanChong
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