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Abstract

This study on Buddhist folk literature in the Mekong River Basin aims to promote the
propagation of Buddhism among vulnerable youth groups in multicultural contexts. It utilized
a field data collection process along the 3R2A economic route, covering Chiang Khong District
in Chiang Rai Province, as well as Bokeo, Luang Namtha, and Boten in the Lao People’s
Democratic Republic. The research classifies the content according to cultural resource
management concepts into three aspects: 1) language and literature; 2) beliefs, rituals, and
traditions; and 3) the connection of Buddhism with the Mekong River Basin's way of life.

The results revealed that the transmission of folk literature is centered around temples
and temple pavilions. Buddhist monks and local wisdom teachers act as leaders in this
transmission, utilizing local languages that reflect real-life situations and moral principles. The
research extended this data into community-based learning activities, such as Dharma
storytelling forums, verse-reading competitions, and local moral camps. A key result was that
the youth recognized their cultural roots and understood Dharma through relatable stories.
Furthermore, youth were encouraged to create their own digital media via podcasts, TikTok,
and e-books. These digital platforms serve as vital tools to modernize the propagation of

Buddhism, effectively and sustainably reaching vulnerable youth groups.

Keywords: Folk Literature, Mekong River, Vulnerable Youth, Multiculturalism,

Digital Innovation
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