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Abstract

This research aimed to: 1) study the development of local wisdom and knowledge in

sedge mat weaving of the Tha Chalaep Community, and 2) explore the experimental
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application of sedge mats in artistic paintings. The samples consisted of 12 participants,
including the leader and members of the community enterprise, local artisans, community
representatives, art instructors, and designers. Data were collected through interviews and
focus group discussions, and analyzed using descriptive analysis. The findings revealed that the
community has inherited the traditional wisdom of mat weaving for over 90 years. The
production process has been developed to reflect contemporary aesthetics through the design
of new patterns, the use of natural dyes combined with safe chemical colors, and the creation
of the “Chan Mat” (CHANTHABOON MAT) brand to promote the transition toward a creative
economy. The experimental creation of paintings showed that most participants were elderly
and lacked drawing skills. Therefore, ten drawing templates, five fish and five crab patterns,
were designed to assist in sketching. The guidelines for acrylic painting techniques suitable for
the mat’s surface texture were also developed. The creative outcomes added product value,
solved issues of color inconsistency, and effectively enhanced the competitiveness of

community products.
Keywords: creativity, painting, sedge mat
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