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Abstract

The research aimed to study the general information and contexts of the
communities surrounding the Sirinthorn dam in Sirinthorn district, to know the
problems and needs for the vocational development, and to explore the guidelines to
support and develop the occupations leading to the sustainability of the communities
surrounding the Sirinthorn dam. The research instruments were a questionnaire and
an interview. The statistics employed for data analysis were percentage, mean,
standard deviation, the data were also qualitatively analyzed by content analysis

The research revealed that the basic information and contexts of the
communities in the study could be described as follows. A majority of the locals
finished grade six education, were Buddhists, and had an agricultural occupation.
Most of the subjects were indebted, earning their income lower than the criterion set.
The goods they produced were sold through the middleman. The problems relating to
the occupational development were overall moderate (X=2.47). The aspects studied
could be shown as follows: marketing (.92: 2.71), occupations (.9? =2.65), water
resource use (X=2.63) and problems in general (X=1.90). Individual issues could
be given in an order of significance: flexibility in marketing (X=2.77), instability in
occupations (.f =2.74), use of water resources from the dam (f =2.74), drug abuse

(X=2.03) and lack of funds accounting for 33.7 %.
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The needs for the occupational development for the surrounding
communities in the study were at a high level (X=3.61). Considering the average
values, the aspects could be shown as follows: needs for the supporting funds for the
occupational skills (X= 3.6), elements of academic knowledge for occupational
development (X=3.64), improvement of the efficient production processes
(X=3.64), use of technological device in the production (X= 3.55), and local
wisdom for the trade market (X= 3.52).

As regards the occupational promotion for the communities in question, it
was found that the state agencies had to play a role to support in light of the
production funds, production areas, marketing mechanism, and support for the shops
selling the local products. Concerning the occupational development, it was found
that the development should be undertaken in an integrated manner. Existing
occupational communities should be linked to one another for goods exchange
among themselves. Attention should be focused on the public’s participation. Water
resources should be systematically managed. The communities’ identity should be
prioritized. Resources and production base should be linked and an attempt should be

made to make various groups to come together.

Keywords: development of approach, development of occupation, development of

sustainable
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