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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the dynamics of terrorism in the digital era by integrating
the conceptual frameworks of Relative Deprivation (RD) and Identity Fusion (IF) to
explain the psycho-social mechanisms that drive individuals toward extremist
behavior. Data collection will be conducted between 2024-2025, covering primary
research sites in Thailand (with an emphasis on the Southern border provinces) and
comparative case studies in Southeast Asia. The research has three objectives : 1) to
analyze the structural and psychological drivers of terrorism, 2) to examine the
dynamics of identity and the use of digital tools, and 3) to assess emerging risks and
propose policy recommendations. The research employs a multi-method qualitative

approach. The research instruments consist of : (1) a Document Analysis Form based
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on more than 200 secondary sources and security reports; (2) a Semi-structured
Interview Guide, whose content validity (I0C) was verified by experts, used to collect
data from seven respondents, including security specialists, academics, and
operational officials; and (3) a Case Analysis Matrix to examine linkages among Al-
Qaeda, ISIS, and armed groups in Thailand’s Southern border provinces. The
collected data is subjected to content analysis and validated through triangulation.
The findings, in line with the research objectives, indicate that : 1) Drivers :
Relative Deprivation (RD) functions as the “fuel” arising from structural grievances,
such as inequality and identity-based marginalization, whereas Identity Fusion (IF)
acts as the “trigger” that transforms emotions into violence, particularly among
youth who are searching for a sense of self and are susceptible to persuasion via
social networks. 2) Identity and digital dynamics: There is a clear structural shift from
hierarchical organizations to decentralized networks. Violent groups increasingly
employ gender strategies to attract and expand the roles of women, and they
utilize propaganda via digital platforms to conduct highly targeted recruitment
(micro-targeting). 3) Risks and policy: New risks stem from the use of Al and online
spaces as “incubators” of violence that are difficult to monitor. The study proposes
a P/CVE-oriented security policy that emphasizes building identity resilience,
engaging communities and women in peace processes, and strengthening digital media
literacy.
Keywords : Relative Deprivation, Identity Fusion, contemporary terrorism, digital-age risks,

P/CVE security policy
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