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Abstract

This qualitative research aimed to study and analyze the role of Phra Kru
Apirakteerakun in relation to societal development in Surin Province. The primary
data sources were selected from monks working in development, with at least 20
years of experience, using research tools developed through theoretical review and
relevant literature. Data were collected through interviews and document analysis,
employing non-participatory observation and semi-structured interviews. The study
included document and research reviews, relevant textbooks, and in-depth
interviews with community leaders and villagers (3 people). Research findings
revealed that Phra Kru Apirakteerakun’s societal development role focused on
physical and mental development through Buddhist teachings, utilizing teaching
methods and applying Buddhist principles to fit the context and community. This
facilitated perspective changes, wisdom cultivation and practical application in daily

life, such as teaching activities alongside social welfare work.

Keywords : The role of monks, Phra Kru Apirakteerakun, Development, Surin
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