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A study of original applied Kantrum
of Khmer Ethnic group
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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this qualitative research were: 1. to study components of
the modern Kuntruem song according to the musicology; 2. to explore a musical
component through a musicology analysis and to analyze the modern Kuntruem
song based on its economic and aesthetic roles and values; and provide guidelines
for a conservation of modern Kuntruem song in terms of education and commerce.

According to the study about the components of modern Kuntruem song,
it was found that the modern Kuntruem song has a unique characteristic where
some original rhythms of classical Kuntruem song could be found in the modern
Kuntruem song as a cultural integration. The study also showed that the rhythmic
pattern of modern Kuntruem melody mostly consists of the Eighth Note follows by
the Sixteenth Note according to the modern Kuntruem song’s melody. On the other
hand, a usage of Triplets is rarely found in the melody of modern Kuntruem song.
Considering to the texture of modern Kuntruem song, the study showed that there
are 3 types of texture found in the modern Kuntruem song including Potygiﬁonic
Texture, Heterophonic Texture, and Homophonic Texture. The Cadence @nodem
Kuntruem song is different from the general form of Cadence andas@r%e modern
Kuntruem songs are atonal music. In addition, the study also fourgbcﬁlbqata scale used
in the song is also changing back and forth where brass ir;;@ments, woodwinds,
and bassoon reed are not often used in the modern Kgfbtruem band. Finally, the
study found that there are 2 forms of classical Kutrustﬂ consisting of a unitary form
and a binary form while theform of modern Kur?g?bem is based on the fashion.

Owing to the social role of modern@@ntruem song, the study found that
local traditions, identities, and wisdoms ofgbeople are presented through the modern
Kuntruem song. The modern Kuntc[zl}dé?n song also generates a close relationship

among people of a family and %\Qhﬁmumty and leads to the cultural awakening of

people. Further, the modern Kuntruem song also creates a unity of people within
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a community through a conservation of local traditions. In addition, the modern
Kuntruem song is also a reflection of society, politics, and problems of people within
a community. Rules, regulations, and knowledge are also transferred through the
modern Kuntruem song, too. Finally, the study also showed that the modern
Kuntruem song is also used as the medium of communication between the
government sector and local people. Basing on the study about the economic role
of modern Kuntruem song, the study revealed that the modern Kuntruem song
helps to establish musical businesses and several occupations including music
composer, musician, musical band, singer, and dancer. According to the aesthetic
role, the modern Kuntruem song leads to recreational activities that help to raise
people’s quality of life. It also teaches children about a musical practicing process.
Further, a concept of lifestyle is also presented through the modern Kuntruem song
which leads to a conscience of people finally. In sum, the economic value of modern
Kuntruem song is a creation of several occupations while the aesthetic value is a
creation of pleasure and joyfulness.

Keywords : applied Kantrum, Khmer Ethnic group
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