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The Three Wishes and the Model of Buddhadhamma
Interpretation in Buddhadasa Bhikkhu
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Abstract

The purposes of this study were 1) to examine the three wishes of
the Buddhadasa Bhikkhu, 2) to explore the principles of philosophy and
religious interpretation, and 3) To analyze the construction of the Buddhist
interpretation grounded model in Buddhadasa Bhikkhu's three wishes
employing qualitative research. This study gathers data through both
primary and secondary surveys of relevant documents and literature and
analyzes the information using descriptive and analytical approaches.

The findings reveal that 1) Buddhadasa Bhikkhu's three wishes
encompass (1) striving to grasp the essence of one's religion, (2) seeking
mutual understanding among different religions, and (3) endeavoring to

guide the world away from materialism. These aspirations highlight the
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significance of the Theory of Human Language, Dharma Language, as a
pivotal interpretative tool. Furthermore, the central Buddhist teachings
identify the principles of interpretation as follows: (1) the categorization of
sutras or passages, (2) the concept of celibacy, (3) metaphorical teachings,
(4) the use of two kinds of language, and (5) the Buddha's methods of
answering questions. These principles have evolved from the Buddha's time
to the present day. Lastly, the study delineates a model for interpreting the
Buddhadharma based on Buddhadasa Bhikkhu's three wishes, which include
interpretation for (1) self-understanding, (2) understanding others, and
(3) world understanding. This model proposes an alternative approach to
understanding Buddhadharma, fostering self-awareness, reducing conflicts,
promoting inter-religious reconciliation, and addressing environmental

degradation and global materialism issues.

Keywords: Interpretation, The Three Wishes of Buddhadasa Bhikkhu,
Buddhadasa Bhikkhu, Buddhadharma
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