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Abstract

The Telaga Batu inscription was one of the primary inscriptions of
Indonesia, inscribed at the beginning of the founding of the Sriwijaya Empire.
This article aimed to investigate the aristocracy's beliefs as reflected in the
form and essence of the inscriptions. The results of the study were as follows:

The study's results of analyzing the form of the Telaga Batu inscription
led to the assumption that the form of the Telaga Batu inscription was built
for ceremonial purposes related to the ceremony of carrying holy water to
show loyalty to the king. The seven serpent-head sculptures at the top of
the inscription were one of the symbols of power. According to Hindu
beliefs, the form indicated the king's belief in fictitious deities' merit and
royal powers. According to the study's findings, analyzing the contents of the
Telaga Batu inscription revealed that the essence of the inscription indicated
cursing those who thought and acted as if they were betraying the king.
The inscription reflected concepts and beliefs about the royal power of the
king's customs towards those under his rule at all levels. They used the
curse, which was believed to have supernatural powers, to terrify those who

betrayed them.
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The study results showed that this inscription reflected beliefs in
many dimensions, including religion, power, prestige, the merit of the king,
and the supernatural power of the curse. Therefore, it could be considered
that the Telaga Batu inscription was a communicative tool designed and
carved with words as one element in building faith and maintaining the
royal power of the king at the early age of the establishment of this

kingdom.
Keywords: Belief, Telaga Batu Inscritption, Aristocracy, Sriwijaya
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