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Abstract

This research aimed to study gender ideologies implicated through linguistic strategies in upper
secondary English textbook discourse used in Thailand. Framed within Fairclough’s critical discourse
analysis approach, the research examined a corpus of 18 textbooks comprising 380 texts. The findings
showed that the textbooks consistently depict the ideological construction of gender, which consists of
3 sub-ideologies: (1) gender roles (2) gender stereotypes and (3) gender relations. These ideologies were
conveyed through 7 linguistic strategies. These are lexical strategies, modality, syntactic structures,
metaphor, rhetorical questions, presuppositions, and intertextuality. The findings further indicated that while
English textbooks still reproduce patriarchal ideology, emerging feminist perspectives are beginning to
challenge and equalize gender roles.

Keywords: Gender ideologies, Linguistic strategies, Textbook discourse, Critical discourse analysis
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My dad is a civil servant. He works for the government. My mom is a homemaker.
| want something different for myself. | may become a basketball coach. I'm really
interested in sports, and | play on the school basketball team.
(Dos Santos, 2015a, p. 32)
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Akiane Kramarik is a very special teenager. She is a painter and a poet. Akiane
is from lllinois, USA. Her mother, Forelli, is from Lithuania. Her father, Marcus, is a chef.
He is American. She has got four brothers: Delfini, Jean, llia and Aurelius. Akiane’s family
is very special to her. They are all very close.
(Evans & Dooley, 2020a, p. 13)
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Santos, 2015b, p. 36)
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space, the international space station
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32)
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In the United Kingdom, the head of state is the ruling king or queen. The head
of government is the prime minister. When a king or queen dies, his or her oldest living
male relative takes the crown. If there are no male relatives to take over, the crown passes
to the oldest female relative. The new monarch receives the crown at a coronation
ceremony in Westminster Abbey.
(Evans & Dooley, 2020a, p. 61)
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pnaging 2
He pulled out the recipe he had found on the Internet. It had seemed quite
difficult, but the lady at the supermarket had explained everything to him. “Fiona will love
the surprise anniversary dinner,” he thought. His wife always prepared the meals but
tonight was going to be different!
(Evans & Dooley, 2023a, p. 59)
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paasing 3

About 1.4 million fathers in the UK stay at home to look after their children. Tom,
thirty-eight, is one of them. His wife Carol works for a construction company. After two
years at home with their babies, she’s happy to be back at work.

Tom, Billy and Eve have breakfast together. Then they look at picture books or
Tom and Billy play ball in the park. Every day at eleven, Tom takes Billy to playgroup for
two hours. Then he goes back home with Eve and works for an hour or two when the
baby sleeps. Tom’s a programmer, So it is easy to work at home.

Sharon Rivers, the playgroup teacher, says ‘This situation is quite normal these
days. In some families the mum looks after the children, but in many families, it’s the dad.
Some fathers want to stay at home and look after their children; some fathers stay at
home because their wife earns more money. The important thing is that they all love their
children.’

(Reilly et al., 2023, p. 16)
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piaasing 4
The following is what some famous people (including politicians) have to say
about politics.
Mothers all want their sons to grow up to be president, but they don’t want them
fo become politicians in the process.
- John F. Kennedy, U.S. president
In politics if you want anything said, ask a man. If you want anything done, ask
a woman.
- Margaret Thatcher, British politician
(Dos Santos, 2015b, p. 18)
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36) - upset, tired (Evans & Dooley, 2020b,

- fantastic, successful, mad (Campbell p. 84)

etal., 2021c, pp. 31, 124) - open-minded, small, light, cheerful
- talented (Kay et al., 2023b, p. 88) (Campbell et al., 2021b, pp. 92, 131)
- moneyless (Kay et al., 2023b, p. 77) - calm (Koe & Scafaru, 2022b, p. 25)

- genius, very strong, courageous, brave | - motivational (Kay et al., 2023b, p. 29)

(Evans & Dooley, 2020a, pp. 28, 16)
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AREiNg 5
Who do you look like? Are you good-looking like your mum, well-built like your dad,
fair-haired like your brother or sister or really, really tall like your great. great-grandparent?
Do people say you’re just like your father or just like your mother or that you take after
your grandparent in every way? Or do people ask where you come from because you
look so different from the rest of your family?
(Kay et al., 2023b, p. 16)
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paasing 6
Girls often take photos of themselves. They do their hair, put their make-up on,
look straight into the camera and ‘click’.
What it means: Look at me - I'm gorgeous, fascinating and mischievous!

(Kay et al., 2023b, p. 13)
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paaging 7

How do you react when you look at yourself in the mirror? Do you smile or do
you feel like crying? Does the idea of wearing summer clothes make you panic, or does
it excite you? Body image has become a very important issue in our society. Many young
women and teenage girls, in particular, are greatly influenced by the images they see in
adverts, films and magazines. They go on dangerous crash diets because they want to

look like the super-thin supermodels and movie stars they see and read about.
(Evans & Dooley, 2023a, p. 9)
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pfting 8

Over the years, I've travelled through time, breathed life back into dinosaurs and
blown up entire planets. Today, | work at Industrial Light & Magic, but my interest in
special effects goes back to my childhood. | remember seeing the alien in The War Of
The Worlds zap some soldiers with a ray gun and | thought to myself, “I want to do that.”
My father had a home film camera and | filmed my brother pretending to be a soldier.
Then [ filmed some fireworks exploding. My mum went crazy when she saw it, but my dad

thought it was really funny and that was all the encouragement | needed.
(Evans & Dooley, 2024, p. 45)
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Seasonal affective disorder is more common in regions of the world that are
farther away from the equator, and so experience great seasonal changes in daylight
hours. In Northern Europe, an estimated 12 million people suffer from SAD. In the United
States, approximately 4% to 6% of the population may have it and a large number have
milder “winter blues.” This condition strikes mostly women in their 20s to 40s. Scientists
aren’t sure why some people get seasonal affective disorder and others don’t. One theory
is that some sufferers may have a biological predisposition to it.
(Dos Santos, 2015b, p. 70)

ansaee19lszlem “This condition strikes mostly women in their 20s to 40s.” (n11= AR
uiuudalugaseny 20 fe 40 T iludawluy) THA197 “mostly” wamenisuwaldfuniadayadnduda
dunguinldfunansenuainnins@ueinnngnia (Seasonal affective disorder or SAD) iludau
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pBting 10
Ella was always different from the other girls in her school. She was more creative
and ambitious. She longed to socialize with interesting new people and travel to faraway
places.
(Koe & Scafaru, 2020c, p. 108)
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3. ANNANNUSTEUINHTEUASEUILS (Gender Relations)
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Greg Mortenson hates to be called a hero, but in the mountains of Pakistan and
Afghanistan, that is what people call him. He has helped them to build more than sixty
schools and this has changed the lives of many young people, especially the girls.
(Kay et al., 2023b, p. 64)
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Sister Rosetta has been an inspiration for many musicians. Little Richard, Elvis
Presley, Johnny Cash, and many other musicians have said that Tharpe’s musical
influence helped to shape their careers. While there have been many great rock ‘n’ roll
musicians since Rosetta Tharpe, she remains known as the first.
(Koe & Scafaru, 2020b, p. 35)
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WeuianuauazinisidFauiisuiuAatlurafWTe1@ee 1@y Little Richard, Elvis Presley, Johnny
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FansingnAuAuilugig Auudawss uazpunaimie usidana utiantes Tharpe 311U “the
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Reed Richards is a genius and he is the leader of the Fantastic Four. He’s the
husband of Susan Storm and he can change his body into any Shape. He can become
thinner than a needle or stretch about 3 miles.
Susan Storm is the second in command. She’s beautiful and powerful, but she
can be very dangerous to her enemies. How? She can disappear at any time. She’s Reed
Richards’ wife.

(Evans & Dooley, 2020a, p. 28)
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fagea 14
In any book, cartoon or film we all love to see the heroes defeat the villains, save
the world, win the girl and live happily ever after. But just between you and me, don’t we
feel a little bit sorry for the villains as well?
(Evans & Dooley, 2020a, p. 4)
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