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Abstract
This research aimed to study linguistic strategies used to construct the ideology of adolescence
in high school English textbooks used in Thailand during the academic year 2024. Framed within

Fairclough'’s critical discourse analysis approach, the research examined a corpus of 9 textbooks
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comprising 270 articles. The findings indicated that all textbooks consistently depict a recurring ideological
construction of adolescence, which consists of 3 sub-ideologies: 1. adolescents value popular trends and
materialism 2. adolescents can pursue careers, earn extra income, and achieve success, and
3. adolescents have difficulties in life, and need help from adults. These ideologies were conveyed through
8 linguistic strategies. These are lexical strategies, modality, syntactic structures, generalization claims,
metaphor, rhetorical questions, presuppositions, and intertextuality.

Keywords: Linguistic stragetigies, Adolescence ideology, Textbook, Discourse
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Aaaging N If there’s something new, teens are typically eager to check it out. If something
becomes popular and lasts for a while, it becomes a trend. Nowadays, the use of
the newest technology has become the trend with teenagers.

(Dos Santos, 2022, p. 61)
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Faaging Some teenagers have a part-time job to earn some extra cash or to help out with
the bills at home.

(Evans & Dooley, 2018, p. 70)
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- spend over 100 billion dollars on luxury items (Evans & Dooley, 2018,
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Faeingd 1 Every teenager has a favorite celebrity.
(Evans & Dooley, 2018, p. 92)
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Fiaaeing? 2 Generation Zers are tough and smart. They like to belong to a group and to share
personal information. They are the first generation to have grown up with
technology like the Internet and cell phone. Most of them own an MP3 player and
download music from the web. They text friends on their cell phones, and they
also stay in touch with them on Facebook. They read books on e-readers and
tablets. And, they love the virtual world.

(Dos Santos, 2022, p. 61)
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ffl’fmii’]ﬁll 3 If there’s something new, teens are typically eager to check it out. If something
becomes popular and lasts for a while, it becomes a trend. Nowadays, the use of

the newest technology has become the trend with teenagers.
(Dos Santos, 2022, p. 61)
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FiaBeinaT 4 Nowadays people all over the world wear very similar clothing. Many of these
fashions were started by young people, but now people of all ages follow them.
(Dos Santos, 2022, p. 50)
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ﬁfmiiwﬁ 5 I think it's normal that teenagers look up to celebrities and copy them. But | don't
think older people always understand. The other day | wanted to wear a dress that
was just like one worn by a singer in my favorite band, but Mom said | couldn't.
Well, how would you feel? It's so unfair!!
(Campbell et al., 2024, p. 129)
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I?Tf;'ﬂfj’]ﬁ 6 “They have money to burn” is what advertisers say about teenage consumers. Each
year American teenagers spend over 100 billion dollars on luxury items like
clothing, electronics and music. With such great spending power, it's easy to
understand why advertisers target teenagers.

(Evans & Dooley, 2018, p. 92)
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Fiaaeingd 7 I’'m 15 and want to get a job to start saving money.
(Campbell et al., 2024, p. 61)
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Fiaaeinad 8 Some teenagers have a part-time job to earn some extra cash or to help out with
the bills at home.
(Evans & Dooley, 2018, p. 70)
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FiaBeingd 9 Tara is 18 and has a job as a babysitter. She believes that she should contribute
towards household bills.

(Evans & Dooley, 2018, p. 71)
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Faeinef 10 Most teens save their money to pay for university expenses or buy a car or a
motorcycle.
(Evans & Dooley, 2018, p. 60)
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ﬁmaiwﬁ 11 Some teenagers have a part-time job to earn some extra cash or to help out with
bills at home. But do you think teens should work? Do you think it helps prepare
them for adult life or should they be concentrating on their studies and just enjoying
being kid? Here are some teens’ experiences of working life. Luke, who is 17,
works in the reception of his local gym. He works 10 till 6 every Saturday. His duties
include answering the telephone, checking membership cards and signing up new
members. He enjoys chatting with the customers about exercising, and soon they'll
have their exercise plans designed by him because he is being promoted to the
position of trainer. He doesn’t need to work because his parents give him pocket
money, but the €4 he gets per hour gives him extra spending money.
(Evans & Dooley, 2018, p. 70)
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I?T'J'ﬂii’]\'ﬁll 12 Alot of people ask me how | was able to become a fashion designer so young. You
probably won't be able to guess! When | was a little girl, my parents couldn’t afford
to buy me new clothes, so | wore my brother’s old things. | hated them. As soon
as | could use a sewing machine, | started to make my own clothes.

(Campbell et al., 2024, p. 156)
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piaaeine? 13 Growing up is hard. We all have problems in our teenage years, that may include
difficulties at school or trouble at home, but for some young people, the problems
can be really serious and they often need professional help.

(Evans & Dooley, 2018, p. 102)
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Faeeinaf 14 | have seen groups of teenagers hanging out, and each one is glued to a cell phone.
The teens simply don't talk to one another. Then there are those people who film
the most unpleasant scenes and post them on the Internet. That can lead to cell
phone abuse, which is another serious problem.

(Dos Santos, 2022, p. 18)
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IET'J@FJN?; 15  If you're interested in history and enjoy talking to people, we’d love to hear from
you. If you like acting and have a strong speaking voice, even better. If you can
copy regional accents - better still! Obviously you’ll need your parents’ permission.
If you'd like to be one of our “subway storytellers,” please contact us at
subwayex.com for further information.

(Campbell et al., 2024, p. 114)
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Faneinedl 16 Auditions will take place in New York and San Francisco on April 30th. To take
part, you must be between the ages of 15 and 19. It doesn’t matter how much
acting experience you have. You'll be put in groups and asked to act out a short
scenario that we’ll give you that day. On the day of the audition, you’ll need to
provide proof of your age. If you’re under 18, your parent or guardian will also need
to give you permission to attend by signing the Permission Form on our website.

(Campbell et al., 2024, p. 106)
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ﬁl’Q@EiN‘ﬁ 17  Most people would agree that if a certain type of behavior becomes normal for
some people when they are young, it will continue for a long time. Therefore, there
are concerns in many places where levels of juvenile delinquency are increasing
rapidly. There are arguably a number of causes of this juvenile delinquency issue,
and dealing with those causes should help to solve the problem. These issues can
range from family problems to hard economic times. One thing that tends to be
common to most cases is that there is a sudden or big change in an otherwise
stable environment. Therefore, providing systems of social support that young
people can use is vital.
(Campbell et al., 2024, p. 107)
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faeeinel 18 Did you know between 20 and 30 percent of teens in the USA have a period of
depression before they become adults?
(Campbell et al., 2024, p. 125)
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Faeina 19 Feel good’ adverts tell stories like a group of teens who rescue a cute puppy and later
enjoy their favourite fizzy drink. They play on teenagers’ emotions to sell their product.
(Evans & Dooley, 2018, p. 92)
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ﬁqﬂﬂ'wﬁl 20  So when exactly do we become good decision makers? Recent research into how
the brain develops suggests that people can make big life decisions better in their
late 20s. “Until very recently, we had to make some pretty important life decisions
about education and career paths, who to marry, and whether to go into the army at
a time when parts of our brains were not optimal yet,” says neuroscientist Jay Gied.
“Delaying those decisions makes sense biologically,” he says.

(Campbell et al., 2024, p. 133)
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