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Abstract

Since 1999, teachers at all levels in Thailand have had to change their role from "knowledge
transmitters" to "learning experience organizers" in accordance with educational reform guidelines that
emphasize learner-centered learning. This research aims to examine the speech acts of teachers in
learner-centered classrooms using English as the medium of instruction which may reflect teachers’ roles
in classrooms. The data collection process was conducted by audio-recording of teaching sessions and
interviews with three randomly selected Thai teachers teaching English courses to English major students
during classroom discussion activities on randomly selected days over the course of one semester.
The length of all the recordings, transcribed for analysis, was twenty hours in total. The researchers used
Searle's (1969) speech act theory as the framework for data analysis. The result revealed three main
categories of speech acts used in learner-centered teaching: Directives, Representatives, and
Expressives occurred with frequency respectively. The Directives included eight types, the Representatives
six, and the Expressives five. There were no Commissives or Declarations found. The high usage of Directives
reflects that the teachers had the intention to encourage learners to construct knowledge independently
during classroom activities. This aligns with the role of teachers in learner-centered classrooms as
facilitators providing assistance and guidance to students. Moreover, the most frequently used speech
act was Explanations, indicating that teachers still have the role of explaining, transferring knowledge,
and directing what is correct or useful to the students. The results of this research may contribute to
developing teachers' roles towards learners, helping to achieve the goals set by Thailand's educational
policies and subsequently impacting the quality of educational management at different levels.
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Teacher: Umhm. OK. So, what kind of thing do you need to use in order to
communicate with the general topic as you mentioned? Anyone would like to

share?
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Teacher: What's the mistake?
Student: Deliver verb tense.
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(1) So that's my second question, so then, a lot of you answer the second question, not the

first question. Aha, okay? (T1R6)

(2) Eckels Eckels at first was very brave and proud that actually killing animals, being the

hunter was one of his expertise, right? (T2R1)
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(3) In order to create complex sentences, what kind of grammar or knowledge that you need

to use when creating complex sentences? (T1R1)

(4) Why do we think this tends to be the love story rather than friendship story? (T2R2)
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(5) OK. Further the question, so from this task, what kind of practice do you suggest any test

taker to practice before doing the test? Anyone would like to share? (T1R4)
(6) Okay, ahh anything else? Anything else? (T2R1)
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(7) Don't look at the slide yet. (T2R2)

(8) Back to your seat. Everyone, back to your seat. (T3R21)
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9) OK, now let's get back to our question a little bit. (T2R4)
(10) Let's check with the school how the school calls this program. (T3R1)
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(11) So, you may need to make a mind map to create your idea of why you want to give the

reason. (T1R1)

(12) And | would suggest you, more like, try to find the effective way to practice. That would

be better. (T1R3)
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(13) Again, please? (T1R3)

(14) Please share what you have got from your discussion. (T2R4)
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(15) Anyone would like to share?

OK. (T1R4)

(16) OK. Any questions so far today?
Yes, please. (T2R4)
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(17) It's quite dramatic in this sense. However, small actions like which... which party won the

election greatly changed the whole world. That's the message of the story. (T2R3)
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(18) It depends on the space provided here because with the limitation of space one page or
two page long, you might have to breathe and look for use strategies to make this

comprehensible. (T3R1)
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(19) You get set A for speaking test. So then, we will discuss about how you analyze the test

and maybe take a look at the practice that you prepare beforehand. (T1R6)

(20) For the philosophy, we will keep it to the next short activity as well. | think it's very

interesting. (T2R4)
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(21) Student: Because in the picture, there are... like they do the action, so it should be

present continuous.

Teacher: Umhm. (T1R1)

(22) Student: It makes me quite confused because sometimes | don't know that it's the er...
the narration or the conversation of the characters.

Teacher: Ah okay, thank you. (T2R4)
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(23) COVID. Of course, that's the world event. (T2R2)

(24) Exactly. | agree with you at that point. (T3R1)
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(25) Student: | think...the way you can understand the question clearly and then you will have
the ability to express, to give... to give the answer to this.

Teacher: OK, so you said that ability to understand the question. (T1R3)

(26) Student: As in the story, the boy...the man and the boy are trying to survive their life, to
travel to the South.

Teacher: OK, so from one place to another. (T2R4)
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(27) Student: | think like ur... in the picture 1 is...

Teacher: We talk about picture number 2. (T1R2)

(28) Student: Paying rent is to give money.

Teacher: No no, just in this setting, using body as a host to carry a baby. (T2R1)

L

£

(27) His wmhmmwmwmmaﬂm 1 pyffaauaInanuddmialaelidayan

a

FaadnindaaiagLiil 2 dausaetnad (28) fRaudnlailemaesdecduiimaceiumedligniaes

AINFIREN

)
D

'
¥ v a

=2 U ¥ d = =3 2 ¥ = | dl
'M’Ju‘ﬂ\iﬂ@’mLLEI\‘iIﬂEIAlW’II‘ﬂNZWlﬂﬂ asanluunFeu %mu”lmqmmzﬁ@uwﬂmmmmn,l,mmm Ne

U
v
o

©>p  ©

= o % v ya

aligBaunsudn@sinanauntiudsligniesuas ldeyaie Wi Fawdn ladaiuldatinagnsas

gl

=

3. i’qunssumjmmm m’méﬁn (Expressives)

o ' =] o A9 = <« 2] b3 '
Q’Quﬂi‘ﬁ‘uﬂ@]ﬂu@ﬂﬂﬂ')’mg@ﬂLﬂuqquﬂﬁ‘ﬁ‘ﬂi’lEJ]V;I]@NL’W]‘LA’]LL@@\‘]@’]?NMLL@%QQﬂNg@WH@\‘Iﬁ;J‘ 212G

]
¥ 1

e £ a4 o 4 da X o =1 D v o A
PABNITUNUINTRAINUINLN AT U Imm@umim@uummmu@”slma\lfam'a\m’mmmmmgmﬂm'amw

fidauitldnagin mwwumumi‘lfmquﬂﬁm@uu 5 Jaunssu faralulil

3.1 ﬁ'ﬂunssumﬂ@uqm

MawlanuuaeuladaunssunisteuAumLWIAATaTeSA (Searle, 1969, p 66) Al

'
=

2

o—

dy | =2 o a 1
aulailanau: Wunisnatanenisnszyin luanmnues HW\‘]

' '
=

d’l ¥ =) ' o ¥ :// &1
Rewludesdu: ALTAITNITNIENILRNLW pdulselamisanuies

=]
a

a

ke

g
Reuwlaarwasala:  fuad@naumesionisnszyintuaesgie

Raulpadu: Wunsuansaanidnauisla

A

al



84 Journal of Humanities Naresuan University Volume 22 Number 1, January - April 2025

v

v
o

annsAnnunIslddaunssunisrauAniadn 44 dasan Andufessy 2.30 1esdanmi

v |
=< =3

¥ g :I/ v = =R ' QI a9 k2 o ¥
p3f@auNanarianNe tnadnaiianuiuansaanianaudarivanalasie@angwalanseyin andeaya

£
1 o =

o A oo o o 2 a & aa o
WU q@uﬂ??ﬂuﬂﬂﬂﬁ‘qﬂ{]l,llﬂmL?ﬂum@uﬂqﬂqﬂm@\‘iﬂga@@uﬁ?@LL@@QV‘]’JqNﬂﬂLﬂuWNﬂﬁ‘zIﬂ“ﬁu ]

al

°o a a Y o P o a v o = v a Ao
ﬂ'ﬁ“V]’]ﬂ@ﬂ?ﬁ‘u@ﬂﬂi"]ﬂiuﬂ]ulﬁﬂu ﬁ“'JNfNLﬂﬂquﬂqﬁ‘wr]ﬂQﬂﬁ‘ﬂ\llu'ﬂ@\‘lLﬁ‘f_lu ﬂga@ﬂu@qmﬂuﬂmmﬁﬂuww

al

dousanlunisvinfanssnluduiEey fasasinesalilil
(29) OK. Thank you for the opinion. (T2R4)

(30) Thank you very much for sharing. (T3R1)
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(31) Oh, great idea. OK. (T1R5)

(32) So, interesting ideas. (T2R1)
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(33) OK. So, | hope you get better understanding on how we analyze the test. (T1R3)

(34) So actually, my question, | expect you to have the right answer. (T1R3)
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