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Abstract

The purposes of this study are to analyze and compare the conceptual metaphors of Buddhism and
Christianity in Thai. The metaphorical expressions were collected from academic writing, non-academic
writing, fiction, newspaper, and miscellany of the Thai National Corpus, Department of Linguistics, Faculty of
Arts, Chulalongkom University. The analysis is based on conceptual metaphor theory. The results of the study
found that the main conceptual metaphors of Buddhism and Christianity in Thai can be divided into two
concepts (i) [RELIGION IS ANIMATE] and (ii) [RELIGION IS INANIMATE]. In addition, Buddhism and
Christianity share the same five sub-conceptual metaphors: [RELIGION IS TEXTBOOK], [RELIGION IS
BUILDING], [RELIGION IS CONTAINER], [RELIGION IS TEACHER], and [RELIGION IS AUTHORITY].
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Besides, the different sub-conceptual metaphors of the two religions are [BUDDHISM IS HELPER] and
[BUDDHISM IS PLANT] which reflect that Thai people view Buddhism differently from Christianity, namely
Buddhism is a dependable religion. On the other hand, it is a religion that must be sustained.
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