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System of Auto-part Terms in Thai in the View of Cognitive Linguistics
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Abstract

The research aimed to seek for the grammatical strategy of auto-part term creation, their semantic
aspects, and the relation of the terms and the Thai worldviews and culture. Data were taken from both
occurring texts and elicitation. The analysis was based on cognitive linguistic frameworks. The results
show that the grammatical aspect reveals a variety of communicative and syntactic features. Semantically,
there are two types of auto-part terms: compositional meanings which are transparent and figurative ones
which are in three types: metaphorical meanings displaying objects, human, animals and plants;
metonymic meanings displaying functions, positions, shapes, materials and involving body-parts, and
counter-metonymic ones used when auto parts are relatively difficult to be identified. The category reflects
surrounding entities, thought and the way the Thai people relate auto parts to the other entities.
Keywords: Auto-part terms, Cognitive linguistics, Category and categorical structure, Worldviews and
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