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Abstract

This paper focuses on studying the development of the grammaticalization of the word /?an/.
Based on the framework on functional-typological linguistics and grammaticalization, by collecting data
from documents published and divided into 3 periods, the study found the grammatical functions of
the word /?an/ realized by seven roles as noun, class term, classifier, pronoun, relative clause marker,

subordinate adverbial clause marker and topic marker. During the Sukhothai period, /?an/ is obviously
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realized by a noun, referring to “things”. Since the word gave a broad meaning, the word /?an/ was
enlarged its grammatical functions realized by a class term, and followed by a topic marker, a classifier,
a pronoun, a relative clause marker and a subordinate adverbial clause marker, respectively.
The grammaticalization of the word /?an/ is clearly concerned with syntactic and semantic approaches.
When being assigned any grammatical functions, the word /?an/ became obligatory, reanalyzed and
decategorized from a noun. With regard to the semantic approach, after being assigned new grammatical
functions, the word /?an/ had been altered more generic meanings and have a metaphorical meaning
following such assigned grammatical function.

Keyword : Diachronic Study, Grammaticalization, /?an/
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