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Abstract
This study aims to synthesize previous research studies on using linguistic features to detect
depression in Thailand. The method used in this research is content analysis, which categorizes the

studies according to the research objectives. There are 2 studies that were recently found related to this
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issue in Thailand. Some other related research outside Thailand was also utilized for evidential support of
data analysis. The results show that 2 types of linguistic research are relevant to depression classified
into 2 levels of linguistic features — phonetics level and utterance level. At the phonetics level, it was
reported that pauses in the speech of depressed people were longer than the pauses in the speech of
non-depressed people by 1.4-1.5 times. On the other hand, at the utterance level, it was found that the
usage of first-person pronouns, the pronoun “we” and utterances that express depression, loneliness,
self-blame and self-worthlessness could be the main clues to detect depression. This study also
suggests that 2 or more linguistic features should be combined to screen for depression. Synthesizing all
the research studies also reflects the need for more linguistic analyses related to depression in Thailand.

Keywords: Linguistic features, Depression, Thailand
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