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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to use southern local context reading materials to enhance English
reading ability, English vocabulary, and vocabulary retention by comparing the reading ability of students
studying English reading skills by using southern local context texts with that of those using general
reading texts. The study also investigated English vocabulary development and students’ opinions toward
the use of southern local context texts. It was found that: the English reading ability of both control and
experimental groups significantly increased (p=0.01) but there were no significant differences when

compared between the two groups. The experimental group could develop vocabulary at 50.5 percent,
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but they could not retain the vocabulary level. The experimental group highly agreed with the use of
southern context texts in reading skills practice, and favored the teaching process, and the reading
activities.

Keywords: English reading skills, southern context texts, vocabulary and vocabulary retention
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Southern Thailand presents its
visitors with endless golden heaches,
a vividly wopical climate, clear blue
sca with colarful coral recls, impressive
islands, verdant forests and a
multicullural life style.

Major places ol inlerest incdude

Chumphon, which has several lovely

beaches, birds’ nest islands and excellent

scuba-diving walers, Ranong is a lantastic province inwhich there are three natural

hol springs in the same arca. There is also a spring spa and a lree onsen lor visiwors

to do some natural bathing. Surat ‘Thani is very popular with Samui Island,

Thailaud's spackling jewel ol an island. Cheow Lan Dam is a manmade lake, [amous
for jLs ower limestone cliffs and stunning vicws. Nakhon SiThammaralis the centre
of southern Thai cultures. It's remarkable with Wat Phra Mahathat
Woramahawihan, one of =six ancient primary royal temples. Phatthalung is the
marked natural place with Thale Noi sancluary, Thalland's largest walerliowl
reserve. There are more than 180 species of local and migralory waler hivds and

thousands of blooming pink water lilies.
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Seongkhla is one of the great cities ol'arts and 5
cultires. The archirecture and street art are
presented in te old ewn area Lo show Lthe lecal
lives and the cultural varicty between Thai,
Malay, and Chinese residents. Pattani, Yala and
Narathiwal arce the decper southern parts where there are numerous fishing ;e
communities and very leresting hand-painted local Kelae [ishing boals.
These three provinces are also rich of charming Thai-Muslim cultures which
are hlended in locals” daily lives. Samim is known for its tantastic island Lipe.
Wit white sandy beaches and crysial clear waler, iLis the paradise ol Scuth
Andaman Sca. Travelers know Trang mainly for its islands, but a nice mixed 3p
Chinese-Thai cullure can also be expericnced. Krabi is also outstanding with
the heautitul Phi FPhi islands, and the 75 million year old shell graveyard.
Fhiang Nga is marked by Phang Npa Bay, whoere tere is slightly limestone
islands, honeycommbed with caves and praceful beaches. The last place is
Flinkel, Thailand's largest island, which has magnilicenl view points and 3g
exciting nightlite activities. Laem Phromthep offers impressive sunset views.
On the days that there are lew clouds o the horisen, iU can indeed pive a
speclacular scence. The Cabarcl in Patong Beach is the Jargest show of
Thailand. Tt's in the same level of Tas Vegas's quality, with tantastic costimes
and heautilul lip-synching to the moest pepular music lrem around the world, 45
All these are just a lew alractive spots in southern Thailand. There are
many more lourist allkactions, wailing for you Lo cxpeticnce,

Aclapted from, IEEps. f fuaw e avel Bs huorgfregion/ thai lane fsonthern_thai landd,

R ffwwnea . hotel L hails nolaon Araveli nfo foulh ot b lm L s S Abai landsmscdee.conm fgouth_nl_Lhailkand ?
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Exercises

B. Match the provinces with their attraction,
___ 1.¢humphon 4. limestone island
2. Ranong h. Manmade dam

. Surat Thani c. birds sancluary
. Malhon Sri Thammarat d. heautiful beaches

5 Phaunalung e, night life activities

. Satun f. ot spring water

. Trang g. birds’ nelisland

_ ___ B.Krabi . Thai = Chincse style building
_ 9. T"hang Naa i. ancient temples

1t Phuket j. The paradise island
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r .
| Exercises |

C. According to the text, write T if the sentence is true, and Fifitis false.

_ 1.Southern Thailand is very attractive with crystal hlue sea and heaches.

_ 2.¥ou can find hand painted fishing hoats in Pattani and Narathiwat.

__ 3. Ranongis a gond place where you can try Chinese foad.

__4.Honeycombed is available everywhere in the southern part of Thailand.

_ _ 5.PhiPhiisland is localed in Phukel.

D. Answer the questions based on the information in the text.

1. Which province is well- known by the rich of Thai cultures and ancient temples?

2. What does “its” (line 14] refer tn7

3. Where is the best place to have birds watching trips?

&, What does “crystal” line 29 mean 7. S S R

7. Where can you enjoy your nightlife in Phuket?

E. Role-play

Students from southern Thailand suggest foreign
Lourists where w visit in the south ol Thailand.
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WHUNIFAANITIEEUT 1 NMsdaua unmaIngElaglfidamuiuniasiunmals
Unit1 Let’s travel FudaauAnEiTR 2
a1 2 Al AILAY 50 117

1. A192RATY
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nsiBeuiinernisdiaaudila adunsaszyindaEes uanlanudndny saazidan
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aeieilUsrAngnan auanmnsn idunugmlunsimmiuazuassnan udugels
2. qniszReANTE U
o = ~ Yo o oo o . ~
2.1 tnFauBauiamdniinaaiunisvieain
2.2 INBUUAINITIANANNUNIEAI AN sryANMng A ANTaNszaLNsaliaN
2.3 tnFaugnnnseylanudiAyreszesnauls
2.4 TinFaugnnsnsnuiiendayaianils
o a o = o = A A o
2.5 TNBEUAINITONALAIDIHNLITLINEAZIReAYDEDI N1 LS
o =l o k2 1 Y o v = U
2.6 thidaugiu1sanianudrlaunaulnanisldaeneals

3. A15ENTITUT
3.1 UNE1UiTea Great places in the south
3.2 AAnwitiuang

visitor (n.) vinyieaidign tourist (n.) Tnvieadien
verdant (adj.)  gaNaNysal cultural (n.) TUTITH
excellent (adj.) Ldﬂu, a@lﬂm famous (adj.) ﬁ%’mam
ancient (adj.) Tugnod numerous (adj.) SL‘MQJ, PORPLEP
magnificent (adj.) 1A attractive (adj.) Tigudsf

_a = 4
4, NANTTNNITLTEIUF
Pre- reading (20 ‘mﬁ)

o o = = o A P = Aal o o
4.1 pgnanaiutinFuwnannuanuivieafieafiin Gaudumey esanwihntnSausainll
4.2 pguasen e Ale (Lansdandauazaniuivieiien) wazniuinEeu 4ntin Gauy
Wingnnuinlalunineig
o =l P o A ~ vl o o Yo A o
4.3 pgotinGawnentuanuiiieafisa lunalaminewian wdewnallunuda

A A Aad o \ o o v o A PR
4.4 pguAasIN AN U aRTe e luusasdainasnials wienTaan i AAnY
NETLADIUNVIAUNE LAaTANFNILTINNE
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While- reading (40 w1#)

45 ﬂﬂG?wra'muwa'm‘imﬂ“ﬁﬂ@?ﬁmidﬁw,l,uuﬂ'a"’]fsj (skimming) LALNEARNN2EULNE
wdayalanIe (scanning) mﬂﬁuﬁmuuﬂﬂﬁm A. Where are these places? TneiTeudesaninuns
AonuRviRiEnfitmue

|
a

4.6 Th3euguumeuetsaziBunanak udaiuusiingn B.4ugdminnuaniiviead
20989uaardaImdn uuuiniagniialude C. uazuuLEnin D.AeUANANEeS

Post- reading (30 ‘mﬁ)

4.7 ﬁﬂL?ﬂummuwmmwﬁLLuxﬁwamuﬁvimLﬁﬁﬂumm’l,r?’l’t,l,ﬁwmmmﬁ TneiAgansn
Fretne wazuuzine il lunsaupey waznsti

%Zuaa;ﬂum?ﬂu (10u1%)

4.9 pguaztinBouagUunzausaniy

5. @8 / WHANTEUS
5.1 UNE1UiFed Great places in the south

5.2 AAns niaunndsznauingldidswnsu Power Point

6. MIIPNAUALLTEIHUNA
6.1 danpaInwgAnssxYetinFa
6.2 NIAANEAIIUTINTEU
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