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Abstract

This study employed a quasi-experimental one-group pretest-posttest design. The
objective was to compare the communication abilities of children with autism before and after
receiving training using the Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS). The participants were
children with autism who received services at the Developmental Promotion Clinic, Health
Promotion Hospital, Health Promotion Center 3, Nakhon Sawan Province. The sample consisted
of eight purposively selected children with ASD, aged 3-6 years, who presented with language
and communication difficulties. A one-group pretest-posttest design was utilized, in which the
participants received continuous training using the first three phases of the PECS protocol over a
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period of 10 weeks. The primary data collection instrument was the PECS Communication Ability
Assessment Tool.

The results showed that post-intervention communication ability scores were significantly
higher than pre-intervention scores at the .05 level (Z = 2.52, p = .012). These findings indicate
that the use of the Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS) effectively enhances the
initiation of communication for requesting desired items among children with autism.

Keywords: Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS); Communication Ability; Children
With Autism
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