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ABSTRACT

The research entitled “Interpersonal Communication and the Decision
of Alcohol Drinking: A Case Study of Undergraduate Students in Phra Nakhon
Si Ayutthaya Province” aims 1) to understand the people’s personalities that
affect the audiences’ decision of alcohol drinking, 2) to study the interpersonal
communicational persuasion techniques that affect the audiences’ decision of
alcohol drinking. The theories used as frameworks of this study are as following:
1) the personality concept, and 2) the interpersonal communication persuasion
concept and theory. The researcher uses the qualitative research methodology
with the in-depth interviews.

It is found that there are only 4 types of personalities affecting the
audiences’ decision of alcohol drinking namely stable personality, histrionic
personality, aggressive personality and antisocial personality. 1) Stable
Personality: The one with stable personality is someone calm, responsible,
reliable, sensible, optimistic and moral. The stable personality trait highly

affects the audiences because of the responsibility and good emotional
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control. 2) Histrionic Personality: The histrionic personality trait desires
attention, sexually arouses others, overreacts to everything, and pays a lot of
attention to himself/herself. This trait is applied when one is invited to drink in
pubs or bars. The attire and physical appearance of this personality trait can
interest the audiences and make them want to join. 3) Aggressive Personality:
The aggressive personality trait tends to carry aggressively oriented character.
He/she does not respect others and lacks humbleness. This personality trait is
applied to refusing alcohol drinking due to the uneasy feeling. 4) Antisocial
Personality: The antisocial personality trait ignores the feeling of others. It is
obvious that this personal type has no real relationship with others and
always feels frustrated with any warning.
Apart from personality traits, the gender is considered as a significant

variable in the alcohol drinking decision.

Keywords: Interpersonal communication, alcohol, undergraduate students,
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