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Abstract

This academic article presents a study on the cultural capital of the people of Rasi Salai
District, Sisaket Province, who live within the ecosystem of the Mun River and the Dong Phu
Din community forest, covering an area of over 5,100 rai. The community maintains its belief in
the spirit of Chao Pho Dong Phu Din, yet this belief has dynamically evolved over time and
space, reflecting a departure from rigid traditionalism. This transformation is illustrated through
the organization of a five-paddler fishing boat race held during the dry season’s Songkran
festival—an unprecedented occurrence, as boat races were traditionally held in November and
required a ceremonial offering to the guardian spirit before proceeding.

This changing context carries three key implications:

1. Traditional beliefs in Isan society are adaptable;

2. Cultural capital and localism consciousness are powerful forces that can enhance
local quality of life; and

3. The concept of soft power can be applied at the local level to generate economic
value within the community.

The study emphasizes the importance of retrieving local historical knowledge,
establishing operational mechanisms, and planning strategic development. The article employs
the theoretical frameworks of cultural capital, localism, and soft power in its analysis.

Keywords: Ghost of the Godfather of Dong Phu Din, Cultural Capital, Localism, Soft Power
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