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Abstract

This research article aimed to develop innovation through the enhancement of cultural
capital and to cultivate and sustain local cultural values in Kae Dam District, Maha Sarakham
Province. The study emphasizes the integration of local belief systems with the design of products,
services, and creative spaces, achieved through participatory collaboration among community
members and local stakeholders. It is guided by the conceptual triad of Tawai—\Wai—Serng, which
reflects the cultural rhythms embedded in the Heet 12 traditional calendar. The innovations were
implemented through the Kae Dam Candle Festival, a community-based invented tradition. A
mixed-methods research approach was employed. Research tools included structured
questionnaires, participant observation, in-depth interviews, focus group discussions, and cultural
mapping. Quantitative data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and return on investment
and social return on investment frameworks (ROI/SROI), while qualitative data were analyzed
through content analysis and cultural interpretation. The project introduced a symbolic
innovation—Luang Pu’s Turtle—to link sacred beliefs with the development of cultural products,
performative arts, and community festival spaces. The Candle Festival, positioned as an invented
tradition, functioned as a district-level cultural innovation platform, fostering widespread
participation, intergenerational knowledge transfer, and income generation. The outcomes
highlight the strength of cultural capital in reinforcing economic resilience, social cohesion, and

sustainable identity preservation at the local level.

Keywords: Innovation, Cultural Capital, Luang Pu Choi of Kae Dam, Luang Pu’s Turtle, Invented
Tradition
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