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Abstract

This research article aimed to analyze the strategies of representing Lanna royal women
in political roles as portrayed in the historical novels of Kritsana Asoksin. A documentary research
method was employed, with the data consisting of four Lanna-themed historical novels by
Kritsana Asoksin: Wiang Waen Fa, Nueng Fah Din Diao, Nang Phaya Luang, and Khun Hor
Kham. The study draws upon the theoretical frameworks of representation and discourse analysis.
The findings reveal that Kritsana Asoksin constructs three central female characters—Maha
Thewi Sri Anocha (Chao Ya), Princess Daraka Denduang, and Princess Bualuang Roengthan—
as embodiments of the royal codes of conduct expected of Lanna noblewomen. These women
serve as role models in self-conduct, governance, and leadership. They are respected by the
people and display aristocratic characteristics through speech, thought, action, decision-making,
and intelligence in governing the inner court. Maha Thewi Sri Anocha (Chao Ton Ya) is portrayed
as politically astute, having inherited her knowledge from her father and passing on royal decorum
to her kin. Princess Daraka Denduang plays a significant political role as both the daughter and
consort of successive rulers of Chiang Mai, assisting in administrative affairs, resolving political
issues, and fostering diplomatic relations with Siam. Princess Bualuang Roengthan, the youngest
daughter of the sixth ruler of Chiang Mai, assumes governing duties in lieu of her father, making
political decisions during the period when Siam enforced policies involving missionary groups
in Chiang Mai, then a vassal state. These Lanna royal women are represented as exceptional
figures who rise above ordinary women by adapting to political changes during the period of
Siamese centralization. Moreover, Kritsana Asoksin presents the discourse of centralization as
a linguistic operation reflecting the power structure and state mechanism imposed by Siamese
authority through centralized governance.

Keywords: Representation of Lanna Royal Women, Historical Novels, Kritsana Asoksin
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