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Abstract

This study aimed to: (1) examine the current usage of the Patani Malay language within
the Kaewnimit community, Khlong Luang District, Pathum Thani Province; and (2) explore
strategies for preserving the language among Malays living outside their ancestral homeland.
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Employing qualitative research methods, data were collected through secondary document
analysis, participatory and non-participatory observations, and in-depth interviews with 12
participants from the Kaewnimit community, stratified into three age groups: youth (18-30 years),
middle-aged adults (31-45 years), and older adults (46-59 years). The data were analyzed using
Robin Cohen’s concept of “diaspora” and Janet Holmes'’s framework of “language maintenance,”
focusing on the roles of family, community, religion, and education in sustaining the linguistic
identity of the Malay diaspora in Thailand’s central region. The findings indicate that, despite the
pervasive influence of the Thai language within the formal education system and broader urban
society, members of the Kaewnimit community continue to maintain strong usage of Patani
Malay, particularly within family settings, religious rituals, and Islamic educational institutions
(known locally as Khaek schools), which use mosques as centers for learning. The preservation
of Patani Malay in this community thus illustrates the ongoing construction and resilience of

ethnic identity within a diasporic and culturally assimilative environment.
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