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Abstract

This qualitative research aimed to study (1) the process model of creating social space for
ethnic students under the Equitable Education Fund at Rajamangala University of Technology Lanna,
Chiang Rai, in the context of education, and (2) the process model of maintaining their ethnic identity.
The key informants were 71 ethnic students receiving the Equitable Education Fund scholarship,
enrolled in a 5-year program from the vocational certificate level to the higher vocational certificate
level in the academic year 2023. Data were collected through interviews and focus group discussions
and analyzed by categorizing the data into themes, drawing conclusions, and presenting the findings
using analytical description. The results revealed that: 1) The process model of creating social space
for ethnic students consists of four key processes: (1) expressing identity, (2) gaining acceptance from
others, (3) negotiation, and (4) creating opportunities. 2) The process model of maintaining ethnic identity
in education involves three key aspects: (1) learning and academic achievement, (2) participation in

learning activities, and (3) building relationship networks.

Keywords: Social space, identity maintenance, ethnic groups, equitable education fund
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