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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to investigate storytelling in contemporary Thai films,
focusing on 1) the reflections of marginalized people and 2) the relationship between the film’s
context and real social conditions. The researcher utilized concepts such as narrative techniques
in movies, the process of marginalization, semiology, and the concept of context. This qualitative
research employed the textual analysis method, selecting five contemporary Thai films: Manta
Ray, The Farewell Flower, Thibaan The Series, Latitude 6, and My Bromance. These films were
chosen on the criteria of their exposure, audience acceptance, and awards in various areas in
order to present reflections of marginalized people through their plots, characters, and contexts.

The study showed that storytelling in contemporary Thai films is often centered on
marginalized groups, with the storyline and theme reflecting the image of marginality in society
through symbols and symbolic meanings. Each film presented marginalized people, such as
the Rohingya, LGBTQI individuals, Isaan people, and Muslims, as main characters, using a
background that aligned with the issues experienced by these groups. Symbols and symbolic
meanings such as seas, forests, houses, rural communities, schools, and specific problematic
areas were implemented to highlight those issues. The films incorporated conflicts experienced
by marginalized people into their narratives, often focusing on societal conflicts as the main
issue to clearly reflect marginalization.

In the five contemporary Thai films studied, symbols representing marginalized people,
such as seas, forests, Bai Sri, or languages, were used to depict various dimensions of
marginalization in Thailand, including ethnic, gender, religious, and geographic diversity. These
films brought academic information from sociology and anthropology as well as media information
such as news (Rohingya, civil unrest) and social sub-issues (gender diversity, stigmatization).
The films presented the issue of marginalized people in new ways, offering fresh perspectives
or constructing new realities instead of relying on long-established knowledge.

Keywords: Contemporary Thai Film, Marginal People, Context, Semiology
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