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Abstract

This study aims to explore and examine the development of scholarly knowledge on
the political roles of Thai students across different periods. It employs documentary research
and content analysis of academic works published or disseminated between 1974 and 2025.
Findings reveal a close link between political dynamics and the production of academic
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knowledge, especially during periods when students became prominent political actors. Early
scholarship emphasized structural analyses and the documentation of major events, whereas
recent research has expanded to address rights, identity, equality, and cultural dimensions of
activism. This shift mirrors a transformation in student engagement, from mass mobilizations in
the 1970s to flexible, networked activism increasingly mediated by digital technologies after
2014. The study demonstrates that power configurations, societal contexts, and modes of
communication not only reflect political events but also shape academic knowledge. Contemporary
trends highlight an interdisciplinary approach, integrating political science, media studies,

sociology, and political economy, offering a comprehensive understanding of student movements

and their contributions to the evolving democratic landscape in Thailand.

Keywords: Students, Thai Politics, Youth Movements, Student Activism
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