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Abstract

This article aims to examine the influence of Buddhism on Thailand’s
legal system and justice process by analyzing the integration of Buddhist
principles into legal and judicial practices. The analysis focuses on three
fundamental Buddhist doctrines: the Five Precepts, which provide an ethical
foundation for criminal law; the Ten Royal Virtues, which serve as guiding
principles for public administration and governance; and the Four Noble
Truths, which are reflected in truth-seeking procedures and judicial decision-
making. The article also explores the role of the Sangha institution in dispute
mediation, emphasizing the application of Buddhist teachings to promote
psychological healing, reconciliation, and social harmony rather than merely
determining legal culpability. The incorporation of Buddhist principles into
contemporary justice processes demonstrates a significant degree of
compatibility between Buddhist teachings and modern approaches to conflict
resolution. Nevertheless, challenges remain in maintaining an appropriate
balance between religious values and the rule of law within a multicultural
society, as well as in adapting Buddhist principles to evolving social conditions.
Addressing these challenges requires collaboration between religious
institutions and justice-sector agencies, together with policy support from the
government. Such efforts can enhance the effective integration of Buddhist
principles into the justice system and maximize their contribution to social

well-being, justice, and sustainable social harmony.
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