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THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CONSCIOUSNESS AND THE PRINCIPLE
OF BUDDHAMMA IN THE DHAMMASANGANI
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ABSTRACT

This research, entitled The Relationship between Consciousness and the
Principle of Buddhadhamma in the Dhammasangani, has three objectives: 1) to
study states of wholesome, unwholesome, and indeterminate consciousness in
Buddhism, 2) to study the working processes of consciousness according to

Buddhist principles, and 3)to study the relationship between states of
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consciousness and the principle of Buddhadhamma in the Dhammasangani. This is
a documentary research.

In this research, it was found that the states of wholesome consciousness
can be divided into four levels: 1) the initial level of states of wholesome
consciousness, 2) the Jhana level of states of wholesome consciousness, 3) the
highest Jhana level of states of wholesome consciousness, and 4) the
defilementless level of states of wholesome consciousness. The states of
unwholesome consciousness are of three kinds: 1) ones rooted in greed, 2) ones
rooted in hatred, and 3) ones rooted in delusion. The states of indeterminate
consciousness are neither wholesome nor unwholesome. The wholesome
consciousness can happen in 56 states, the unwholesome consciousness in 32
states, and the indeterminate consciousness in 10 states.

The relationship between states of consciousness and the five aggregates
is that consciousness and states of consciousness are important elements of four of
the five aggregates. The relationship between states of consciousness and the
dependent origination is that consciousness is the basis on which dependently
arising states occur. The relationship between states of consciousness and the law
of cause and effect is that consciousness is the one to give an order to commit an
action. The relationship between states of consciousness and the four noble truths
is that consciousness is the knower of the four truths, the functions with regard to
them and the completions of those functions. The relationship between states of
consciousness and the five controlling faculties as well as the five powers is that
these latter two sets of principles directly concern the cultivation of mindfulness in
the consciousness, which will lead to true wisdom and liberation.

Keyword: Consciousness, the Principle of Buddhadhamma, Dhammasangani.
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