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Abstract

This research aimed to investigate two specific aspects of intention in Aesop’s
fables: (1) the intentions of the main characters, and (2) the intentions of the minor
characters. Language data were collected from the dialogues of characters featured
in the 101 Everlasting Aesop’s Fables book. The conceptual framework for this
study was based on two key concepts: the “classification of intentional sentences”
and the “usage of intentional sentences.” Statistical analysis was conducted using
percentages.

The findings revealed that the intentions of the main characters could be
categorized into three types, ranked by frequency as follows: informing (68.15%),
instructing or commanding (19.11%), and questioning (12.74%). Similarly, the
intentions of the minor characters were also classified into three types, ordered by
frequency: informing (50.00%), questioning (30.51%), and instructing or commanding
(19.49%). Additionally, the results indicated that both the main and minor characters
tended to express their intentions to inform by employing various strategies such as

contradiction, conjecture, emphasis, conclusion, and explanation to their interlocutors.
Keywords : Intention / Main characters / Minor characters / Aesop’s fables
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