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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to 1) study the states of economic
preparedness of informal workers in the agricultural sector entering senior age, 2) formulate
a set of strategies for economic preparedness of informal workers in the agricultural
sector entering senior age, and 3) experiment and evaluate the effectiveness of the
strategies for economic preparedness of informal workers in the agricultural sector entering
senior age. The instrument used for data collection was a questionnaire, conducted by
384 farmer respondents aged 40-59 who lived in Prachuap Khiri Khan, Phetchaburi, Samut
Songkhram, and Samut Sakhon, which selected using multi-stage sampling. The data were
analyzed using frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, and multiple regression
analysis to formulate a set of strategies for the economic preparedness of informal
workers in the agricultural sector entering senior age. The current states of the
preparedness were analyzed by 17 experts using SWOT in conjunction with EDFR
(Ethnographic Delphi Futures Research). The statistics used for data analysis were median
and interquartile range (IQR). The strategies were experimented with a purposive sample
group of 30 farmers by organizing a workshop on “Financial Planning and Management for
Working-Age Farmers: Economic Preparedness for Farmers Entering Senior Age.” The
research instrument was a project evaluation form. The data were analyzed using
frequency and percentage.

The research results were as follows: 1) the states of economic preparedness of
informal workers in the agricultural sector entering senior age was overall at a low level
(X =228, SD.= 0.51), ranked in descending order: the aspects of Savings and Debt,
Expenditure, Income, and Financial Planning and Management. The positive influential
factors affecting the economic preparedness at a statistically significant level of 0.05 were
their gender, age, numbers of dependent household members, income, and amount of
savings, whereas their expenditure was the negative influence; 2) the set of strategies for
economic preparedness of informal workers in the agricultural sector entering senior age
consisted of 4 strategies, which were (1) strengthening and raising awareness from the
inside, (2) creating equal opportunities and equality for the farmers to attain the
economic security, (3) enhancing and developing their savings potential, and (4) escalating

and developing farmers’ potential to have knowledge and understanding of personal

70



s

MITIeumInendeseiguytnuents auyvemansuasdinuaans (U9 8 atud 2 nsngiau 2563 - Sunau 2563)

MUBAN CHOMBUENG RAJABHAT UNIVERSITY RESEARCH JOURNAL (HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES) (Vol.8 No.2 July 2020 - December 2020)

financial planning and management skills. Experts’ opinions towards visions, missions,
strategies, objectives, terminal goals, and tactics had a median value greater than 3.50, and
the interquartile range less than or equal to 1.50 in each of them. The comparative
analysis of the median and the interquartile range was at the highest level; therefore, it
implied that the developed strategies were appropriate, coherent, and practical; and these
strategies were considered appropriate and possible to put into action; and 3) the results
of the strategy implementation revealed that approximately 70% of the samples had the
satisfaction at the highest level towards the project organization, and 60.50% thought that
financial planning and management would be useful for economic preparedness before

entering old age.
Keywords: Economic Preparedness/ Working-Age Informal Workers/ Agricultural Sector
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