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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to 1) study the professional competencies
of graduate diploma students in the teaching profession of Rajabhat universities,
2) compare the professional competencies of graduate diploma students in the
teaching profession of Rajabhat universities according to demographic characteristics
and characteristics regarding the teaching profession, and 3) study factors related to
the professional competencies of students. The research population consisted of
5,370 graduate diploma students in the teaching profession of five Rajabhat universities,
of which 680 students in the same level were selected by multi-stage random sampling.
601 completely responded questionnaires were analyzed using mean and standard

deviation. The hypotheses were tested using t-test, one-way ANOVA, and MANOVA.
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The research results showed that 1) students’ professional competencies in total
as well as in each aspect were at a high level, in which the aspect of the teachers’
performance had the highest average, followed by the aspect of the teachers’ learning
management, and the teachers’ relationship with parents and community respectively;
2) the demographic factors which differentiated the students’ professional competencies
were the domicile; whereas factors of characteristics regarding the teaching profession
which caused the differences were 1) fields of study, 2) levels/types of education,
3) teaching experiences, and 4) regions/areas where students practiced teaching; and
3) all demographic factors were not related to students’ professional competencies;
whereas characteristics regarding the teaching profession which were related to
students’ professional competencies were educational qualifications, teaching
experiences, and regions/areas where students practiced teaching. The new body
of knowledge obtained from this research was that the severe pandemic of the
COVID-19 caused the education sectors to design teaching and learning plans in all
levels and types in accordance with the safety in all areas of the country. Moreover,
it was necessary need for teachers and student teachers to develop their competencies
in using digital technology for learning management efficiently.

Keywords: Professional Competency/ Students in Teaching Diploma/ Rajabhat
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