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Abstract

The purposes of the study were to 1) explore the characteristics, behaviors,
and preferences of Suvarnabhumi martial arts tourists, 2) examine the potential and
opportunity in developing sports tourism, incorporating Suvarnabhumi martial arts,
3) develop mechanism in linking an ASEAN regional network of sports tourism,
incorporating Suvarnabhumi martial arts, 4) propose a guideline for sports tourism
networking in ASEAN, incorporating Suvarnabhumi martial arts, and 5) develop a
management plan of the tourism network. In the study, mixed methods was used for
qualitative and quantitative data collection. With regard to quantitative data, a ques-
tionnaire was carried out to two sample groups. First group were 446 foreign trainees
of Suvarnabhumi martial arts, validated by statistical analysis software, and
the second group consisted of 400 foreign audiences of Suvarnabhumi
martial art fighting. Data were analyzed by using percentage, mean,
standard deviation and f-test. In terms of qualitative data, in-depth interview

was a tool conducted with 35 key informants including Chairman of
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Thai Boxing Association, headmasters of Thai Boxing camps, and experts. Focus group
discussion was also administered with 20 experts to gather insightful information.
The qualitative data were eventually analyzed by using content analysis.

Findings were discovered in several key points as follows: most of
the Thai boxing trainees required optimal facilities in a training camp (51.16
percent); the tourists travelled to Myanmar had the aim to learn Lethwei
(43.21 percent); the tourists of Thailand travelled for attending Thai
Boxing spectaculars (46.51 percent); the tourists of Cambodia basically
travelled for individuals’ pleasure (40 percent); the developmental
potential and competitive opportunity of Thai boxing in Thailand was revealed
at a high level (X = 3.73); those of Cambodia Boxing was revealed at a me-
dium level (X = 3.08); those of Myanmar was rated at a high level (X = 3.53);
the developmental potential and competitive opportunity of Thai Boxing camps
were rated at a high level (X = 4.16); those of Myanmar were rated at a high
level (X = 3.76); the mechanisms in linking the sports tourist network consisted of
(1) setting of common perspectives towards the sport, (2) setting of common
visions, (3) setting of mechanism and motivation, (4) setting of resources provision, and
(5) providing support for alliance countries. There were 5 members in the network
namely, amateur Thai boxing group, professional Thai boxing group, individual
Thai boxing group, business Thai boxing group, and cultural network group.
The guideline in developing a sports tourism network was to (1) separate sports
and culture, (2) provide corporative consultancy, (3) set up Suvarnabhumi martial
arts network, (3) define network regulations, (4) develop cooperative plans, (5) gather
budsget to support network business, and (6) design activities to promote the plan of
Suvarnabhumi martial arts network. In terms of planning, there were 7 plans for
Suvarnabhumi martial art network, which contained (1) a plan for knowledge sharing,
(2) a plan for setting up an organization of Suvarnabhumi martial arts (3) a plan for
management, (4) a plan for support sourced from across private and public sectors
in the region, (5) a plan for resource sharing, (6) a plan for marketing, and (7) a plan

for establishing Suvarnabhumi martial arts network, integrating tourism.

Keywords: Sports tourism / Suvarnabhumi martial arts / ASEAN region
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