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Ethic principles manifested in human community with a shared future

initiative in semiotic perspective
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Abstract

The concept of a human community with a shared future has gained increasing
traction in recent years as a new model for global governance and cooperation. This
paper examines the ethical principles underpinning this initiative through the lens of
semiotic theory. Drawing upon seminal concepts in Confucian philosophy, it identifies
benevolence, righteousness, propriety, wisdom, and trustworthiness as core moral
values expressed through the shared future vision. A qualitative textual analysis
reveals how linguistic, ritualistic, and artistic manifestations across micro, meso, and
macro levels symbolically reinforce these humanistic ethics. At the individual level,
self-cultivation principles advocate integrity and self-restraint. Nationally, priorities of
collective welfare over self-interest are encoded via discourses and practices. Globally,
the emphasis on mutual prosperity through collaboration and empathy imbues the
inter-community relationship. The study concludes that the symbolic construction of
a shared future functions as an aspirational moral blueprint. By delineating common
codes of conduct and mechanisms for their social enactment, citizens worldwide are
encouraged to internalize and implement cooperative virtues. This semiotic scaffolding
through ethical imagery and activities can potentiate large-scale attitudinal and
behavioral transformation towards building an equitable, inclusive and caring global

community.
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Introduction

The concept of a “human community with a shared future” was introduced by
Chinese leader Xi Jinping in 2013 to envision a new era defined by mutual
understanding, shared interests, and win-win cooperation between all citizens of the

world (Xi, 2021). This concept represents a departure from zero-sum mentalities that
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have long characterized international relations, instead promoting a holistic
governance philosophy focused on collective problem-solving through dialog, trust-
building, and prioritizing the common good (Liu, 2019).

At its core, this vision for a shared future community balances national interests
with common human interests, promotes mutual prosperity and sustainability, values
inter-civilizational exchanges, and constructs partnerships rather than rival alliances
(Chan, 2018). The initiative aims to recalibrate globalization to be more just, equitable
and humanistic through proposed reforms to existing international systems and
organizations (Xing, 2019). Specific objectives include conflict resolution through non-
violent means, common security mechanisms that transcend unilateral agendas, open
and fair trade frameworks, and shared growth models that disperse benefits widely
(Zeng & Breslin, 2016).

Implicit within the concept is a commitment to collective action for the welfare
of disadvantaged populations and future generations (Chandler, 2017). This represents
a departure from status quo global governance that has often neglected long-term
and equitable human development in its policymaking. The shared future initiative
thus aspires towards a new moral orientation in international relations, in which short-
term national interests are balanced with longer-term common interests and global
public goods (Chandler, 2017).

Implementation rests on adhering to principles such as mutual respect, fairness,
justice and win-win cooperation (Parmentier, 1994). It calls for strengthened macro-
policy coordination between nations, especially major powers (Mick, 1986). Global
governance mechanisms like the UN are seen as vital to reforming in line with shared
future ideals (Mick, 1986). Realizing this vision will also require addressing global
developmental imbalances through technology transfers and financial support to least
developed nations (Tan, 2017).

The shared future concept sits in harmony with principles of ecolosgical
civilization and green development, which emphasize environmental sustainability as
integral to collective human welfare (Li, 2014). It also complements domestic policy
initiatives in China like targeted poverty alleviation and common prosperity which aim
to balance growth with equity (Yao, 2000). In totality, the governance philosophy
signifies a foreign policy orientation based on multilateralism over unilateralism,

partnership over rivalry, and stewardship for a common planetary future
Semiotics and Semioethics

Semiotics is the study of signs and symbols and their use or interpretation

(Chandler, 2017) . It examines how meanings are created and communicated through
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codes and conventions within a culture. Semiotics provides a framework for analyzing
the relationships between signs, what they refer to, and how they are interpreted (Tan,
2017). Key concepts in semiotics include syntagms, paradigms, denotation,
connotation, myth, and code (Li, 2014). Syntagms refer to the combination of signs
into meaningful sequences, while paradigms are sets of associated signs that bear
meaning in relation to each other (Yao, 2000). Denotation is the literal or obvious
meaning of a sign, while connotation refers to socio-cultural associations that go
beyond the literal meaning (Billioud, 2015). Semiotics also examines how signs become
mythologized within a culture, taking on additional symbolic power beyond their
denotative meaning (Zhang, 2019). The encoding and decoding of meanings through
sign systems can be understood as operating through cultural codes which structure
communication (Rainey,2010). Studying semiotics reveals the underlying codes that
facilitate meaning-making, shedding lisht on ideologies and power relations within
societies (Li, 2013).

Semioethics examines the moral dimensions of sign systems and modes of
communication (Petrilli, 2017). It investigates the values and norms which are implicitly
or explicitly encoded within symbolic forms and everyday texts (Bell, 2008). A
semioethical analysis might reveal how particular moral stances are being promoted
through media representations or social discourses (Makeham,2016). For instance, the
encoding of gender roles and stereotypes within advertising imagery conveys certain
ethical assumptions about femininity and masculinity (Tan, 2013). Notions of good
citizenship might be reinforced through rituals of allegiance or public commemorations
of historical events (Zhang, F). Semioethics considers how the circulation of textual
and symbolic meanings shapes the moral landscape of a community over time (He,
2016). It critically examines the ethical implications of meaning-making practices and
communication systems (Bary,1991).

Language, rituals, the arts, and other cultural constructs shape shared systems
of meaning and transmit ethical values from individual to collective levels (Parmentier,
1994). Language is fundamental in articulating moral concepts and social norms within
a community (Thiessen, 1991). The performative dimension of rituals reaffirms
communal ties and sacred values through symbolic action (Rosemont, 2016). Artistic
expression can promote empathy, enact social criticism, or envision new ethical
possibilities (Solomon, 1971). Examining these symbolic forms through a semiotic lens
can therefore reveal the ways certain virtues are discursively encoded, materially
instantiated, and socially reproduced within a community. A semiotic perspective
illuminates how meanings and values are encoded and transmitted through webs of

interrelated signs, texts, practices, and institutions (Lewis, 2006). It provides tools for
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unpacking the complex interplay between systems of meaning-making and the
formation of ethical subjectivities (Dirlik,2011). Signs and symbols carry layers of
connotative meaning which may subtly instruct people in how to be moral subjects
within a given cultural context (Anagnost,1997). A semiotic ethics examines this moral
socialization and the discursive construction of normative frameworks (Blum, 2002). It
aims to make explicit the connections between meaning, power, and the promotion

of particular virtues within a community (Harvey,2005).

Confucianism and its Relevance

Confucian philosophy emphasizes the cultivation of morality for societal
harmony (Tan, 2017). Its humanistic ethics privileges care, responsibility, generosity and
cooperation. Key principles include benevolence (ren), righteousness (yi), propriety (li),
wisdom (zhi) and trustworthiness (xin), which call for compassion, justice, respect for
roles and hierarchy, discernment and integrity (Yao, 2000). These virtues align closely
with the communal, reciprocal and progressive spirit of the shared future concept.
Applying a semiotic Confucian framework illuminates how moral wisdom is imparted
symbolically to construct a global community .

The emphasis on cultivating morality stems from Confucius' view that human
nature is fundamentally good, but needs guidance and discipline through education
to develop its moral potential. He saw moral self-cultivation as the foundation for
social order and harmony. Confucian ethics is humanistic in focusing on human
relationships and social responsibilities rather than divine commandments. Key virtues
like care, responsibility and generosity enable cooperative social living.

Specific principles like ren, yi, li, zhi and xin provide moral guidance. Ren entails
compassion and benevolence towards others. Yi calls for righteousness, justice and
moral integrity. Li emphasizes propriety, respecting social roles and norms. Zhi
represents discernment and wisdom in applying moral knowledge. Xin signifies
honesty, trustworthiness and sincerity. These interdependent virtues promote social
harmony by balancing care for others with adherence to ethical norms.

The communal spirit aligns with ren's care for humanity. The reciprocal ethic
resonates with li's mutuality in social roles. The progressive outlook accords with zhi's
moral discernment to meet new challenges. Together, they construct an ethical
framework for shared interests and common destiny.

Applying Confucian symbolism can impart this moral wisdom. Confucius
himself exemplified virtue through words and deeds, providing a living symbol to
emulate. Analects record his teachings through aphorisms, metaphors and anecdotes

that symbolize moral ideals. Confucian rituals (li) use symbolic rites to reinforce social

141



Journal of Nakhonratchasima College (Humanities and Social Sciences) Vol.18 No.2 May — August 2024

ethics. Artworks like calligraphy visualize virtues iconically. Stories of exemplary
persons (junzi) inspire morality through symbolic models.

This semiotic approach constructs communal ethics through shared cultural
symbols. It contrasts with coercive laws by instilling virtues through moral persuasion.
Its symbolic communication frames ethics as appealing and meaningful rather than
imposed. Internalizing these symbolic meanings shapes identities and dispositions
oriented towards the common good.

In today's globalized world, Confucian symbolism could foster shared ethical
commitments across diverse societies. Translating its ethical symbols into global
languages and narratives can construct transnational moral wisdom. Its emphasis on
humanism and relationships resonates with global issues like human rights, climate
change and sustainable development that require cooperative action. Adaptation and
dialogue with other ethical traditions could build a global moral vocabulary to
communicate shared responsibilities.

In summary, Confucian philosophy offers symbolic resources to construct communal
ethics and shared interests. Its virtuous principles, if translated into contemporary
global discourses through semiotic methods, could help build common moral ground
amidst diversity. This framework thus provides promising pathways to impart moral

wisdom in embodying the spirit of a shared future.

Ethical Principles of Human Community with a Shared Future

of academic and policy texts on the shared future initiative reveals reiterated
core principles at micro, meso and macro levels (Zhang, 2019). At the micro level,
principles of equality, mutual understanding, and win-win cooperation are emphasized
in interpersonal interactions. Research shows that cultivating an open mindset and
cross-cultural empathy enables constructive dialogue and collaboration . At the meso
level, principles of inclusiveness, reciprocity, and mutual benefit feature strongly in
organizational and community relations. Case studies demonstrate that embracing
diversity, building partnerships, and pursuing common interests leads to greater
prosperity for all groups involved . Finally, at the macro level, principles of peace,
development, and shared responsibilities are integral to international cooperation
frameworks. Scholars argue that upholding international law, strengthening global
governance, and promoting sustainable development are crucial for tackling global
challenges and realizing the vision of a shared future . Adhering to these core principles
at multiple levels helps translate the shared future initiative from abstract ideal to

concrete practice.
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1. Micro Level - Care for Oneself

The input discusses cultivating individual virtues as a way to contribute
positively to the community. This reflects Confucian principles which emphasize self-
cultivation as the basis for ethical governance.

Specifically, the Confucian tradition advocates developing four key virtues:
integrity, diligence, self-discipline, and temperance. Integrity means being honest,
trustworthy and aligned in word and deed. Diligence refers to working steadily with
focused effort. Self-discipline involves exercising control over one's desires and habits.
Temperance means practicing moderation and restraint.

Cultivating these virtues requires continual self-reflection and conscious
effort. One must constantly examine one's thoughts, words and actions to identify
areas for improvement. This involves understanding one's natural tendencies, strengths
and weaknesses. With this self-awareness, one can then consciously work to strengthen
virtues where lacking and curb excessive habits. Practicing virtues in one's daily life
gradually helps shape one's character and internalize virtuous dispositions.

Mastering individual virtues has social impact. A person of integrity contributes
to an ethical environment where trust prevails. The diligent provide an example of
productive effort for others. Those with self-discipline manage public resources
responsibly. The temperate avoid excess and maintain social harmony. A community
where members uphold these virtues will likely prosper.

This echoes Confucianism's central tenet that cultivating individual virtue is the

root of good governance and social order. Confucius taught that governing begins with
"correcting one's heart-mind", which shapes one's character. This enables "governing
oneself well", through acting with integrity, discipline and morality. A leader who
masters self-governance through virtue can then lead by moral example and bring
social order.
Thus, both perspectives ultimately aim for societal well-being by first nurturing
individual virtue. Modern society continues to find relevance in this ancient Confucian
insight on governance - that cultivating citizens' moral character creates the foundation
for a prosperous, harmonious community.

2. Meso Level - Care for the Countryman

Nationally, priority is placed on social welfare and justice over self-gain. In
China, there is a strong emphasis on collective well-being rather than individual
interests. The government and society prioritize fairness, equality, and providing for the
basic needs of all citizens. This aligns with traditional Confucian values that promote
harmony and shared prosperity over personal profit and achievement. Chinese culture

tends to frown upon greed and excessive individualism. Instead, people are
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encouraged to consider how their actions impact others and contribute to the greater
good.

Leaders must rule with the people's interests in mind and citizens should
fulfill social responsibilities (Makeham, 2016). Chinese officials are expected to be
benevolent and make decisions that benefit the populace. In return, citizens have a
duty to obey authority and fulfill obligations that strengthen society. This social
contract reinforces interdependence and collective orientation. The government
provides education, healthcare and housing while citizens contribute through work,
taxes and civic participation. This two-way relationship binds the national community
together.

This resonates with Confucian civic ethics of collective orientation and shared
prosperity (Tan, 2013). Confucianism has shaped Chinese culture for centuries, leaving
a legacy of collectivism. Its teachings advocate living in harmony, showing loyalty to
one's community and promoting mutual prosperity. Citizens are urged to subordinate
their personal desires for the sake of societal goals. The needs of the group take
precedence over the individual. This common identity emphasizes reciprocal social
duties that maintain a stable, well-functioning society. The Confucian model aligns
with China's community-centered policies and social welfare programs aimed at
distributing wealth and opportunity.

3. Macro Level - Care for All People

Globally, the focus is on equality, mutual understanding and common good
(Zhang, 2012). There is repeated advocacy for empathy, reciprocity and mutual benefit
across communities (He, 2016). This reflects the Confucian ideal of benevolent care
towards all human beings . The global focus on equality highlights the shared human
desire for fair and just treatment regardless of individual differences. Promoting mutual
understanding involves encouraging people to appreciate perspectives outside their
own experience. Seeking the common good requires prioritizing shared interests and
welfare above narrow personal or group interests. Together these three aims - equality,
mutual understanding, and the common good - represent foundational moral
principles for a cooperative global community.

Advocating for empathy means fostering people's ability to deeply understand
and share the feelings of others. Reciprocity refers to developing mutual exchanges of
caring or support. Pursuing mutual benefit across communities means groups
deliberately cooperate in ways that serve their shared interests rather than undermine
each other. These interpersonal and intergroup virtues enact the Confucian philosophy
of benevolence and care towards all people. Confucian thought stresses our shared

humanity and advocates kind, compassionate relationships as central to ethical living.
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These micro to macro precepts enact a multiscalar morality rooted in human
welfare and cooperation. At the interpersonal "micro" level, empathy, reciprocity and
mutual benefit foster caring human relationships and communities. At the societal
"macro" level, equality, mutual understanding and the common good represent broad
moral horizons to guide institutions and policy. Together these principles mapped
across micro to macro levels create a multidimensional moral framework focused on
human dignity, mutual care and collective wellbeing. This multifaceted morality aims
to cultivate social cooperation through eliciting the best in human nature- our capacity

for benevolence- and guiding it toward the greater good.

Symbolic Manifestation of Ethical Principles
The core values underpinning a shared future vision are instilled through
various symbolic modes of expression and social practice. In particular, values such as
equality, cooperation, and mutual understanding are transmitted through rituals,
rhetoric, institutions, and policies that reinforce these ideals. For instance, national
celebrations and commemorations that highlight past achievements of unity remind
citizens of their common identity and future aspirations. Speeches by leaders that
emphasize collective goals over divisions call people to look beyond differences.
Schools and community centers that bring together youth from diverse backerounds
foster intercultural exchange and dialogue. Laws and programs that promote non-
discrimination and social cohesion enact the principles of unity and harmony.
Additionally, the arts, sports, and media play a role in shaping the cultural narratives
and social norms that undergird a shared sense of purpose. In essence, the cultivation
of shared values relies on diverse channels and practices of meaning-making to align
citizens around an inclusive vision of the future.
1. Symbolic Expression through Language
The initiative's value-laden terminology serves an important discursive
function by reinforcing its ethical goals and desired outcomes. As shown in Table 1,
the vocabulary choice encodes moral priorities such as inclusion, sustainability, and

global partnership. For example, words like "community," "cooperation," "coexistence,"
and "mutual learning" promote collectivism, relationship building, and the common
good rather than individualism or selfishness. Similarly, terms like "trust," "harmony,"
and "peace" convey the importance of unity, consensus, and non-violence over
distrust, discord, and conflict.

In contrast, negative vocabulary like ‘"zero-sum," ‘"unilateral,"
"protectionism," and "hegemony" cautions against worldviews and behaviors that lead

to division, inequality, and harm. The lexicon mirrors Confucian relational ethics by
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emphasizing reciprocal care, mutual responsibility, and the cultivation of shared
interests and understanding. This vocabulary reinforces ethical goals by linking
inclusive, sustainable, and progressive values with concrete mindsets and actions
needed to achieve those ideals.

For instance, words like "inclusive," "equal," "balanced," and "integrated"

promote fairness, justice, and collective well-being over fragmentation, polarization,

non

and inequality. Similarly, terms like "sustainable," "renewable," and "green" advocate

environmental stewardship and intergenerational care rather than wastefulness and

none

innovative,

non

ecological destruction. Moreover, words like "progressive, advancing,”
and "improving" convey dynamic growth, learning, and betterment instead of
stagnation, chaos, or decline.

suffusing the initiative with this ethical vocabulary, the text fosters shared
cognition on moral priorities and desired outcomes. As Table 1 shows, positive terms
highlight constructive mindsets and behaviors while negative terms caution against
harmful ones. This lexicon not only conveys moral values but also implies the
attitudinal shifts and cooperative actions needed to actualize those principles. It links
inclusivity with balanced policies that overcome polarization and marginalization. It
associates sustainability with renewable practices that halt ecological damage. It
connects progressivism with innovative reforms that spur advancement rather than
regression.

In this way, the value-laden language operationalizes ethics by tying desired
ends to requisite means. It taps into moral intuition, frames collective challenges, and
motivates principled conduct. The terminology structures thinking on global issues and
orients stakeholders toward ethical policies and practices. This discursive
reinforcement of moral goals fosters a shared cognitive environment conducive to
cooperative action based on common values and aspirations.

The initiative's ethical vocabulary reflects broader patterns in moral discourse
and psychology. Anthropologists have shown how culture-specific value lexicons
shape communal norms and behaviors by codifying moral intuitions into words with
shared meaning. Sociolinguists similarly demonstrate how groups develop specialized
terminology to communicate norms, coordinate activities, and influence mindsets
based on collective values and interests. Social psychologists reveal how language
framing activates moral foundations and biases judgment toward certain solutions over
others.

By covering themes like fairness, care, loyalty, authority, and purity, the
initiative's value lexicon taps into the full spectrum of moral intuitions adapted for

group cooperation. Blending descriptive and injunctive terms allows the language to
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both appeal to ethical sensibilities and prescribe moral conduct. Coupling abstract
ideals with concrete examples bridges the gap between values and practices to inspire
principled action. Embedding ethics in discourse is more effective at reinforcing moral
norms than overt sermonizing or admonishing.

Overall, the initiative's vocabulary provides a rhetorical vehicle for transmitting
ethical priorities, aligning mental models, and motivating cooperative action. This
language infrastructure operationalizes moral principles, structures cooperative
initiatives, and working toward shared goals based on common values. It demonstrates
how terminology choice carries ethical freight that, when skillfully wielded, can
reinforce principled policies and practices critical for addressing complex global
challenges.

2. Symbolic Expression through Rituals

The input text discusses how important domestic and international events
serve as opportunities for countries to demonstrate and perform shared future ideals.
Specifically, it highlights two examples - the Conference on Dialogue of Asian
Civilizations and the Belt and Road Forum.

The Conference on Dialogue of Asian Civilizations provides a symbolic stage
for Asian countries to showcase mutual appreciation and inclusivity between their
diverse cultures. During this annual conference, leaders wear traditional cultural attire,
observe cultural performances, sample local cuisines, and visit historic monuments.
These practices allow the leaders to visibly demonstrate intercivilizational respect
between their nations.

For example, at the 2019 Conference held in Beijing, leaders wore
traditional Chinese robes and watched performances of Chinese opera and Balinese
dance. They also toured landmarks like the Great Wall and Ming Tombs to honor
China's heritage. Through participating in these cultural rites, the leaders affirmed their
respect for diversity across Asian civilizations. The clothing, cuisine, and activities all
symbolized openness to learning from one another.

Similarly, diplomatic meetings like the Belt and Road Forum provide
opportunities for countries to perform ideals of shared futures. Launched in 2013 by
China, the Belt and Road Initiative aims to connect Asia with Africa and Europe via land
and maritime networks. The Forum brings together national leaders and
representatives to discuss cooperation on infrastructure, trade, finance and more.

The forums showcase reciprocity between nations by facilitating two-way
discussions on joint projects. For example, the 2021 forum included over 2,600
delegates from 140 countries. The diversity symbolized global camaraderie. The

discussions emphasized sustainable and equitable development, affirming these
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values. Signing ceremonies for cooperative agreements enacted reciprocity through
tangible partnerships.

These state rituals allow the ethos of shared futures to manifest visibly to the
public. Citizens can witness their leaders honoring other cultures at the Conference's
cultural performances. They can see them collaborating as equals at the Belt and Road
Forum. These symbolic events shape public impressions of international cooperation.

Encoding virtues into ceremonial state practice helps socialize actors into
internalizing communal ideals. As leaders regularly perform reciprocity and respect
across differences, they may begin to genuinely embrace these values. The consistent
manifestation of ethics through rituals can reshape motivations and identities.

For instance, China's hosting of the Conference and Forum reflects its
socialization into mutual learning and win-win cooperation. As a past critic of foreign
influence, China now champions exchange with other civilizations. Its shift toward
multilateral forums exhibits an internalized preference for shared futures. The
recurrent state rituals have cultivated openness as a mode of being.

Other countries now increasingly organize related events that perform shared
future virtues. Indonesia hosted the Conference in 2022, signaling its investment in
anticivilization respect. The China-ASEAN Expo enacts regional integration through
trade partnerships. These proliferating rituals exemplify the global normalization of
ideals like sustainability, diversity and cooperation.

In sum, major domestic and international events serve as important rituals to
display commitments to shared futures. By providing symbolic stages, encoded with
cultural practices and virtues, they make communal mores publicly visible. As state
leaders consistently perform ideals like reciprocity and mutual learning through rituals,
these values may become internalized identities and motivations. The socialization
effect of recurring symbolic practice helps explain the rising ethos of shared futures in
Asia and beyond.

3. Symbolic Expression through Art

Propaganda art, school textbooks, and public monuments further inculcate
shared future values (Mittler, 2012). Communist propaganda posters vividly model
solidarity, sacrifice for the greater good, and a just social order (Anagnost, 2012). These
posters often depict happy, smiling workers united in a common cause or goal. The
bright, bold colors and simple designs make the messaging easy to understand. By
portraying the subjects as happy and fulfilled, the posters associate those values of
solidarity and sacrifice with a positive emotional state. Education materials portray
happy multicultural environments free from discrimination, conflict, or inequality to

instruct young minds on inclusivity (Fong, 2004). Textbooks show children of different

148



Journal of Nakhonratchasima College (Humanities and Social Sciences) Vol.18 No.2 May — August 2024

races playing together, learning together, and appreciating each other's differences.
Scenes depict boys and girls engaged in the same activities, pursuing the same roles
and dreams. The diversity is presented as normal and natural, modeling acceptance
rather than prejudice. Architectural projects like the Belt and Road themed
Lianyungang Friendship Center integrate motifs of collaborative human figures, dove-
shaped buildings, and world maps to imprint ideas of global partnership and peace
(Lu, 2019). The open arms of the human figures evoke welcome and exchange. Doves
symbolize hope and new beginnings. Maps represent the scope of the initiative
stretching across continents. Together these elements combine into a coherent visual
message of cooperation between nations. The soaring structures and monumental
scale amplify the importance and permanence of these ideals.

These artistic representations visually crystallize moral aspirations and make
the ethos more cognitively salient through memorable imagery (Zhao, 2000). The easily
grasped visual metaphors and associations aid memorization and internalization of the
values portrayed. An image of smiling children holding hands transcends language and
cultural barriers to convey the simple yet profound concept of human connection.
Symbolic motifs like doves and world maps pack complex meanings into universally
recognized icons. Studies have shown that information learned through visual media
is more easily recalled than text alone. Paired with visual input, verbal information
sees dramatic boosts in retention. This may result from dual encoding across verbal
and visual cognitive systems. Forming multiple memory traces enhances retrieval cues
and strengthens the consolidation of memory. Therefore, the potency of propaganda
art and architecture for instilling societal values likely stems from synergistic effects
between textual and visual channels.

Visual media not only represents core values, but models behaviors for
adoption and avoidance. A poster glorifying diligent workers motivates productivity,
while the condemnation of greed deters vice. Textbooks portraying diversity teach
children to embrace differences. Public spaces honoring heroes exemplify ideals to
aspire towards, while memorials to historical atrocities stand as cautionary tales against
repeating the mistakes of the past. Beyond communicating concepts, prescriptive
imagery activates social learning mechanisms including imitation, identification, and
conditioning. People internalize norms through adopting the behaviors of role models.
Aligning the self with heroic figures shapes identity and value systems. Repeated
exposure couples prosocial actions with positive emotions, training instinctive moral
reactions. Therefore, artistic propagation of cultural values wields immense influence

through both informational and behavioral conditioning effects.
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4. Building a Shared Future Community

semiotic scaffolding processes described above prepare the cultural
infrastructure necessary for actualizing a shared future (Dirlik, 1996). They shape
cognitive frameworks, provide ethical guidance and spur cooperative efforts across
three domains. Specifically, semiotic scaffolding facilitates shared futures by shaping
cognitive frameworks that allow groups to conceptualize and work towards common
goals. This includes developing metaphors, narratives, and other conceptual tools that
help groups align their perspectives, values and priorities. Additionally, semiotic
scaffolding provides ethical guidance by establishing norms, taboos, and other social
guidelines that steer groups towards ethical actions that benefit the collective. This
guidance enables cooperation by coordinating group behaviors and preventing
unethical actions that undermine shared interests. Finally, semiotic scaffolding spurs
cooperative efforts across sociocultural, economic and political domains.
Sociocultural, it fosters shared identities and solidarity through rituals, traditions, and
symbols. Economically, it enables trade, investment and other market behaviors that
depend on mutual understanding and trust. Politically, it allows the formation of social
contracts, legal systems, and other institutions that manage power relations and public
resources. By shaping cognition, ethics and cooperation in these critical domains, the
cumulative effects of semiotic scaffolding processes build the cultural infrastructure
that makes actualizing a truly shared future possible. In summary, semiotic scaffolding
is a crucial bottom-up process that constructs the necessary conceptual, moral and
institutional foundation on which shared futures can emerge.

1. Promoting Mutual Understanding

Shared symbols and rituals can promote mutual understanding between
different groups by highlighting common ground that may not have been apparent
before. When people from diverse backgrounds participate together in symbolic
activities or rituals that have significance across cultures, it helps them recognize shared
values and similarities that they have with one another, despite outward differences.
This recognition of commonalities is important for overcoming prejudices based on
cultural, ethnic, or religious divides.

Participating in symbolic practices and rituals together makes salient certain
universal human values that most cultures esteem highly, like compassion, integrity,
justice and respect. As diverse groups unite in rituals that represent these noble values,
it helps foster a sense of fellowship and shared humanity. People begin to see each
other as moral equals despite coming from different traditions. This increased sense
of common ground and shared values then facilitates more respectful and tolerant

exchange between groups that historically may not have understood each other well.

150



Journal of Nakhonratchasima College (Humanities and Social Sciences) Vol.18 No.2 May — August 2024

Overall, the use of inclusive symbols and rituals is a powerful tool for improving
intercultural relations and mutual understanding. By focusing diverse people on
common values, shared hopes and similar traits, symbols and rituals help counter the
ignorance that breeds distrust, discord and prejudice between groups. Anthropological
research has shown that cultures tend to adopt rituals and symbolism that encode
moral virtues and cooperation. Leveraging this innate human capacity for shared
meaning-making through symbols and rituals can therefore help promote harmony
across lines of difference. More research is warranted on how to design inclusive
symbolic practices and rituals to overcome conflict and misunderstanding between
identity groups.

2. Establishing Common Rules and Institutions

Codified doctrines, norms and governance mechanisms allow the moral
wisdom embodied in texts and practices to achieve systematic implementation
(Angle,2005). This is because codification provides a clear framework and set of
guidelines that make complex principles actionable. For example, international
frameworks like the UN Declaration of Human Rights codify moral values like human
dignity, equality and non-discrimination into a system of laws and policies. This enables
nations to practically apply these values through governance mechanisms like
independent judiciaries, anti-discrimination legislation, and human rights commissions.
Quantitative data shows that countries with strong human rights protections tend to
have higher levels of human development and prosperity.

Institutions like the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AllB) and Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) enshrine cooperation, sustainability,
inclusivity and collective growth as operating principles (Deng,2017). The AllB's Articles
of Agreement explicitly state objectives like 'fostering sustainable economic
development' and 'promoting interconnectivity and economic integration in the
region'. The RCEP's Guiding Principles advocate 'openness’, 'inclusiveness' and 'mutual
benefits'. Embedding these values directly into the institutions' core documents and
procedures is important for ensuring they are faithfully implemented in practice. For
example, the AlIB has funded over 100 sustainable infrastructure projects, while RCEP
negotiators have agreed to special and differential treatment for lower-income
members. Clear principles codified at the inception of new institutions can therefore
help put collaborative values into action.

3. Carrying Forward the Spirit of Benevolence

Most crucially, the propagandistic, ritualistic and artistic propagation of shared
future ethics seeks to inspire ordinary citizens towards humanistic action (Mitter, 2004).

The propagation of shared future ethics through propaganda, rituals, and art aims to
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motivate average people to take actions aligned with humanistic ideals. Propagating
shared future ethics inspires citizens by exposing them to messages and environments
imprinting humanistic values. For example, propaganda posters promoting unity and
equality imprint those values visually. Rituals like communal meals bond citizens
through shared symbolic acts imprinting egalitarian ethics. Public art projects involving
many participants imprint ideals of collective effort and shared purpose. Such
propagandistic, ritualistic and artistic propagation of shared future ethics imprints
humanistic values and inspires citizens towards humanistic action.

Exposure to common symbolic environments imprints collectivist, egalitarian
and benevolent ideals within public consciousness (Holbig, 2013). When citizens share
experiences of propaganda, rituals, artwork, and other symbolic environments, it
imprints collectivist thinking, egalitarian ethics, and benevolent ideals in their minds.
For instance, taking part in an art project bringing many people together imprints
collectivist ideals by creating a shared symbolic experience. Participating in rituals
promoting benevolence imprints benevolent ideals within the participants'
consciousness. Exposure to propaganda advocating equality imprints egalitarian ethics
on citizens' minds. By imprinting collectivist, egalitarian, and benevolent thinking
through shared symbolic environments, such exposure shapes the public's
consciousness.

This transforms self-conceptions and social relationships to align with the moral
vision (Dirlik, 1989). As propaganda, rituals, art and other shared symbolic exposure
imprints humanistic values within citizens' minds, this shapes their self-identity and
social connections to match those values. For example, imprinting egalitarian ethics
transforms citizens' self-conception to see themselves as equal members of society.
Imprinting benevolence makes citizens conceive of themselves as caring, moral
people. Furthermore, imprinting collectivist ideals transforms social relationships
towards greater community, cooperation and mutual reliance. By imprinting humanistic
values on citizens' minds, propagating shared future ethics through symbolic exposure
brings both self-conceptions and social relationships into alignment with those

humanistic ideals.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates how semiotic modes discursively construct and
disseminate the core ethical principles underpinning the shared future concept. From
micro to macro levels, Confucian-inflected values of humanism and communal care

become embedded in language, ritual and art. This symbolic transmission process
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scaffolds ethical progress by encouraging actors to internalize virtues like integrity,
justice and benevolence, and coordinating their enactment.

The initiative's aspirational morality is thus systematically implanted through
material artifacts, social practices and institutional designs. Its vision of an equitable,
inclusive and mutually beneficial global community can only be realized if most
citizens habitually exercise wisdom, courage, care and responsibility in their everyday
decisions and relations. Sustained engagement with its semiotic ecosystems of words,
rituals and images facilitates this internal transformation.

More specifically, the linguistic dimension encompasses the rhetoric and
terminology used in speeches, documents and dialogues related to the shared future
concept. Terms like 'win-win cooperation’, 'mutual understanding' and 'common
destiny' discursively shape mindsets by foregrounding interdependence, empathy and
the greater good. The lexicon constructs a moral framework prioritizing harmony, trust
and collective advancement. Likewise, the rhetorical tropes and narratives emphasize
uplifting themes of friendship, family and human flourishing. This language system
persistently encodes and transmits ethical norms.

Additionally, rituals and ceremonies provide a performative modality for
instilling values. Events like summit meetings and trade forums incorporate
emblematic practices that materially act out cooperative ideals. The choreography of
shaking hands, exchanging gifts and social dining cultivates dispositions of reciprocity
and goodwill. Special sites like the Temple of Heaven stage spiritual re-enactments
that morally inspire participants. The kinetic experience of these communally shared
rituals presses ethical patterns into muscle memory.

Finally, arts and architecture offer an aesthetic mode for implanting morality.
Monuments, paintings and dances creatively depict visions of concord, peace and
unity. For instance, the famous Tang Dynasty paintings visually convey cross-cultural
friendships and harmonious diversity. These artistic impressions amplify imaginary
possibilities of fellowship and concord. Moreover, buildings like the Hall of Prayer for
Good Harvests use spatial designs and material forms to focus attention on the web
of relations between humanity and the cosmos. The symbolic environment crafted by
these aesthetic creations saturates perception with moral touchstones.

Through these interlocking semiotic systems, the initiative disseminates an
ethical framework adapted from Confucian philosophy but intended to be universally
shared. The accumulated effect of prolonged participation in this semantic ecosystem
is meant to gradually incline hearts and minds toward virtues like compassion,
moderation and probity. Internalizing this communal morality is seen as foundational

for realizing the vision of common flourishing. In this cultural transmission process,
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language, ritual and art work synergistically to sculpt ethical subjectivities attuned to
the public good. The integrated semiotic experience recalibrates habits of thought,

action and perception toward wisdom, justice and humaneness.
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