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Abstract

This article examines the Raperp ritual and the social structure of Khaphrakaew
ethnic group and the construction of identity in the context of state—power and changes,
using the structural-functional theory and ethnic dynamic as a conceptual framework.
The study found that the Raperp ritual is an important ritual for worshiping the
clan spirit since the past. It reflects the cultural structure, such as belief system and
regulations, which are the social control for Khaphrakaew group. However, in the
context of change, Khaphrakaew ethnic group interacts with the domination of Lao
culture and state-power, so that they adapt to blend traditional beliefs with the Lao
culture based on Buddhism. At the same time, they adopt the Raperp ritual (as important

cultural resource) to construct Khaphrakaewness as social meaning and flexibility.

Keywords; Raperp ritual, Khaphrakaew ethnic group, Ethnic dynamic
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