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Tale Type and White Animal’s Motifs

**

In Ruined City Legends of North Eastern Region

Anan Lakul' and Umarin Tularak®

" Department of Thai Language, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

" Khon Kaen University

Abstract

This purpose of this research was to study the legend of ruined city which
was transformed to a lake in North Eastern region by using Tale Conceptual Model
and Folklore’s Motifs as follows:

The study found that it had 10 stories from 30 chapters, which are
categorized into 5 motifs by the consumption of white eels, white squirrel, white
catch fish, white muntjac, and white soft-shelled turtle. The main reason of ruined
city is caused by power of the white animals which are considered as a representative
of “Naga” and the wrath of Naga.

It is remarkably noticed that white animals were representative of “Naga”
and “Wrath” whereas Pan City legend was raised white mongoose to be the guardian
of the city which is different from others.

Therefore, the meaning of white animals in North Eastern region was the
representative of bad omen, or unusual phenomenon consists of 2 significant meanings
which can be both of the wrath and the guardian, and these legends have existed in

North Eastern and Central Eastern only.

Keywords ; Motif, Tale Type, City Legend, Ruined City Legend

**The article is cited from a thesis titled “North Eastern Ruined City Legends: the relationship between legends, beliefs,
and local”

Plurality in the Mekong Region (CERP), Khon Kaen University, Thailand.
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