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Housing Estates Naming in Chiang Mai

Pornwipa Chaisomkhun
Department of Thai, Faculty of Humanities

Chiang Mai University

Abstract

The study of housing estates naming aims to investigate the components
of housing estates’s names, their origin of languages, and semantic domains.
The study examined 234 housing estate’s names from Home’s Buyer Guide Chiang
Mai Magazine’s website (http://www.home.co.th/chiangmai).

The study found that in terms of components, the housing estate’s names
have 2 main structures: single structure and expanded structure. The expanded
structure have 8 sub—forms. Most of structures found in housing estate’s names are
expanded structure. Expended structure is mostly found by the component of head
referringvillage + proper name. The origin of languages that are used for giving housing
estate’s names is from Standard Thai and Northern Thai, and is also borrowed from
Pali, Sanskrit ,English and Khmer. English is the most commonly used language.

There are 6 semantic domains for naming housing estates. The most
commonly found domains are the domain of geography and nature, the domain of
fortune, the domain of asset, the domain of property, the domain of noble status, and

the domain of holy things respectively.

Keywords ; Naming, Housing Estates, Chiang Mai
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