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Abstract

It has been well known that online social network is the new media which
have gained widespread popularity nowadays. Some kind of media like online
social network for male homosexual group is the place where users have freedom to
express their language and attitudes. It was observed in our pilot study that Japanese
male homosexual group also has their style of language. The purpose of this study
is to analyze the style of status posting of Japanese male homosexual on online
social network status posting. 30 Japanese statuses posting from male homosexual
online application were used for data analysis. Martin Joos’s theory of the five
clocks (Joos, 1961) was used as a guideline in style analysis. The study found that
the styles of Japanese male homosexual are (1) omitting first personal pronouns,
(2) using complex sentences, (3) using modal verbs, (4) Topicalization of the
object, (5) omitting verbs, and (6) using passive voice. We can say that the
styles show formality and informality, and the social attributes reflected from male

homosexual language show politeness and intimacy.

Keywords : Language and gender, Sociolinguistics, Gays
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