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Poramet Uttaranit and

Pathom Hongsuwan Horses in I-san Literature: Roles and Cultural Meanings

Abstract

The study’s main objective is to study the roles and cultural meaning
of the horse characters which appear in I-san or the northeastern literatures of
Thailand. There are 6 of [-san literary works: Khalakad, Taokumpra-pinoi, Padaeng
Nang-Ai, Phayakankark, Phaluk Phalam, and Suriyakard Jantakard. The study
shows that horses in I-san literatures have characters and meanings of symbolic
cultures which can be divided into 3 categories. Firstly, horses symbolize power
consisting of the power of the King, the power of politics, and the power of black
magic. Secondly, horses represent affluence and prosperity. Lastly, horses represent
Buddhism and the teaching of Buddha. This article shows the characters of horses
and their symbolical cultural meanings which are related to the dimensions of
cultures both in secular and religious. These are relevant to people thoughts, beliefs,

visions, values, and social ideology in this community.

Keywords : Horses, [-san Folktales, Roles, Cultural meanings
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