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“Corporeality” and “Body” in Theravada Buddhism

Sumalee Mahanarongchai**
Department of History, Philosophy and English Literature,

Faculty of Liberal Arts Thammasat University

Abstract

This research article explores the concept of “form” or “corporeality”
(Pali: riapa) and “body” (Pali: kaya) in Theravada Buddhism with its purpose to
find out their meanings and relationships. What we have learnt from the analysis of
all kinds of form is that none of them is compatible with the common definition of
“body.” All types of form are ultimate realities existing in dependence upon the mind
(Pali: citta) and its changing factors (Pali: cetasika). But “body” is the outcome
of their aggregation. “Body” is neither a set of ultimate realities nor a natural state.
It is merely a physical phenomenon. Therefore, there is no factual dichotomy between

the mind and the body in Buddhism.

Keywords ; Form/Corporeality, Body, Mind, Mental Factors
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