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Abstract

A long boat race has been evolved from a transport mean of a riverine
inhabitant to a sport. It’s origin can trace to a religious festival which a villager
takes part in a long boat race as a recreational activity. Such an annual event has
been developedgradually to create a cooperative mechanism in the community.
Also an incentive for a competition has been initiated which lead to an emergence
of a reward system. Over the time of the process, gambling is a core part which
shapes a pattern of the game.

The study uses an in-depth interview technique in order to compile a
situation and pattern of “boat race gambling” in the areas of Phitsanulok and
Phichit Provinces. The culmination is to analyses the changes in a structure and a
network of a long boat race management which relates to various stakeholders such
as a boat racing organizer, a boat racing team, a professional boat rower and
related businesses. Notably, a gambler is a crucial factor which plays a key role
and has been transformed on such changes simultaneously. There are three groups

of gamblers; an insider of a long boat race, a professional gambler and
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a supporter of a long boat team. A decrease of a boat travelling is a consequence
of socioeconomic and political conditions. These cause a shift in a pattern of the
race which “a traditional recreation” overlap with “a sport”

Currently, local authorities, particularly the head of a village and local
administrative organizations, promote the event as a traditional preservation and
tourism advertising through an annual festival of the community. As a sport, its
practices, rules and regulations havebeen developed to be standardized. The number
of racing arenas have been increasing. A successive competition contributes to an
improvement and maintenance of a team to attainvictory. Moreover, the audience
is an essential component of a gamewhothe organizer have to provide the number
of seats in a nearby area of a finish line. In addition, a live broadcast of an event in
major arenas is aone strategy of encouragement. Such changes indicate a patronage
system among stakeholders in a long boat race which establish the intricate of
gambling along with an increasing quantity of a race and a considerable amount of

money bet.
Keywords: gambling, a long boat race
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