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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to study the stylistic variation of Japanese
final consonant (/) of learners in Khon Kaen University in order to answer the
question that the frequency of correct pronunciation will be increased if learners
are in more formal style and the frequency of correct pronunciation of both groups
of learners will show an extremely difference. In this research, the data were
collected from Japanese vocabulary which have final consonant (/A) in order to
use in three styles of the tests; interview, passage reading and word lists test which
represent the least formal to the most formal style. The participants were divided
into two groups: second year Japanese major students representing lower language
proficiency learners and forth year Japanese major students representing higher
language proficiency learners. The research found that the frequency of correct
pronunciation of final consonant (/) of both groups correspond to the more

formal style. However, the frequency of correct pronunciation of both groups
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showed an ordinary difference. Moreover, the frequency of correct pronunciation
between passage reading test (formal style) and interview test (informal style ) are
more obvious difference than word lists test (most formal style) and passage
reading test. This research reveals that the difference of formality in style could

effect the pronunciation differently.
Keywords: Style, Japanese final consonant
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