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Rice fields in Ranod: The rice farmers’ changing way

of life amidst globalization
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Abstract

The objective of this research was to investigate the rice farmers’
changing way of life in Chedi Ngam Community, Ranod District, Songkhla
Province. The data were collected through in-depth interviews with 15 informants
consisting of rice farmers, community leaders, people in the community, and
related officials; focus group discussions with groups of 3-5 rice farmers; and
non-participatory observations. The data were then analyzed and synthesized
before a descriptive report was written.

The results of the study revealed that the main problem was the effects
from opening Rawa Bay, the waterway that connects the lake and the sea allowing
seawater to flow in rice fields that causes floods and soil infertility. Another
problem has brought capitalism in commercial farming to the area forcing rice
farmers to convert their rice fields to oil palm plantations or vegetable gardens or
tourist accommodation facilities or leaving them deserted. These are important
causes of the changing way of life of people in the community. Some of them have
changed their way of life in successful ways while others failed. As a result, they

are different economically, socially, and in their living.
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Rice has been a staple food for people in the community for a long time.
Therefore, turning rice fields into other economic activities has inevitably affected
the rice farmers’ way of life. Thus, stakeholders in the community must realize
and try to find ways to cope with the change and to build sustainable community

food security.

Keywords: rice fields in Ranot, changing, way of life, globalization
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