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Abstract

The objectives of this research are to study 1) the theories, concepts and
Buddhist principles about the Satja Savings Group to examine, 2) the general
condition of the sangha’s roles towards the Savings Group, affecting the
community strength of Chiang Rai province, 3) the propose guidelines for the
development of the sangha’s roles in the Savings Group promotion which affects
the community strength in Chiang Rai province. In this research, the research
method is the Qualitative Research, the researcher has determined the participants
of this research which were divided into two groups: (1) the key informants which
refer to the experts who concern with the Satja Savingss Group which comprise of
the president of the Savings Group, the vice president of the group, the committee
board, the group members and the social welfare academician (2) the group
discussion members which refer to 35 monks/persons of experts, savants and
stakeholders. The data collection is using the in-depth interview and the focus
group discussion. The analysis is using the qualitative data analysis, 6 C’s

Technique. The analysis results have found that
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In this research, the researcher will show the sangha’s role in the Satja
Savings Group promotion, Chiang Rai province. The important role is the
promoting the community organization to strengthen the community via the
activity process of the community. The Satja Savings Group is the success of
sangha’s group establishing promotion via the Savings Group activities, mixed
with The Buddhist Dharma and the development principle. It’s the linkage of
morals, ability and resource to create the sustainable participatory development
process. Its objective is to join donating by using the co-operative principle. This
creates the Savings habit, the members can save money and utilize it to develop
their career and to solve their financial problem by borrowing. They operate it by
using 5 moral principles: honesty, sacrifice, responsibility, sympathy and
honoring. The members will be equally benefited. They will learn about activity
organizing which helps them have community participation. Respecting others’
opinion, bring about participation in the community. These factors cause the
activity gathering of the Satja Savings Group successful and have more members
each year. The community is reinforced by their benefit.

In general condition of the sangha’s role in establishing the Satja Savings
Group, affecting the community strength in Chiang Rai province and the sangha’s
roles in promoting the Satja Savings Group, Chiang Rai have 3 steps in the
procedure: advice and preparation, group establishing and implementation in
4 roles: the consciousness raising, learning supporting, morals promoting and
counseling. The strength supporting of the Satja Savings Group is the community
internal factors such as leader, member, group management, group promoting,
morals and socio-economic response. The community external factors such as
network, model, working agency and organization. These factors can sustain the

group’s strength.
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The path of the sangha’s role towards the Satja Savings Group, affecting
the community strength of Chiang Rai province has 4 aspects: economic (there is
current fund in the community), social (by the sangha’s 4 roles: they want the
people in the community join together to make their community and family
stronger by the activities of the Satja Savings Group, to learn about teamwork and
the democracy supporting), cultural (people help one another intra-community,
sanghas support the descendant’s learning, all of them conserve their fine culture,
this can make unity and sustainable development) and environmental (people in
the community create the measurement to protect the environment and have

environmental consciousness ).
Keywords: sangha’s role, satja savings group, community strength
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