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The Personal Pronoun of Thai-Phuanin Isan Region
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Abstract

This research aims to studythe personal pronouns of the Thai-Phuan
ethnic group in Isan region and to understand how they use their personal pronouns.
The sampling is divided into 3 groups by age; 15-25 years old, 35-45 years old
and 55-65 year old.There are 3 areas of this study namely 1) Buhom village,
Chiang Khan district, Loei province, 2) Thon village, Ban Phue district, Udonthani
province, and 3) Pho Tak village, Pho Tak district, NongKhai province.The data
were collected by questionnaires, informant interview and video recording.

The results were showed that Thai-Phuan people totally used
193 personal pronouns which are classified into 3 types; 42 first person pronouns;
95 second person pronouns and 56 third person pronouns. Social factors analyzed
using pronouns; gender and age of interlocutor,circumstance, relative, familiarity,
politeness, and emotional expression.

Genders involve males and females. Ages involve younger and older.
Circumstance consists formal and informal. Relatives involverelative and
non-relatives. Familiarity involves familiarity and unfamiliarity. Politeness
involves politeness and impoliteness. Emotion expressions consisted of satisfaction

and dissatisfaction.
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The research finding was illustrated that Thai-Phuan people in Isan
regionhave remained all 3 types of personal pronouns. In addition, they also have
mixed the personal pronouns from Loei sub-dialect, Isan dialect and Central Thai

dialect.
Keywords: Personal pronoun, Thai-Phuan, Dialect
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